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Daemen Revives the Teach-In
By Joelle Schelhaus
On Monday, September 30, Daemen College
faculty and students gathered for a teach-in to
discuss President Bush’s policies on Iraq.Teachins are meetings or debates on a topic that is
usually political and controversial. They were
common during the Vietnam W ar era.
The afternoon allowed people to share
information and personal views about the cur
rent trend towards w ar with Iraq.
Several professors addressed the group,
offering opinions and facts about Am erica’s
relations with the Middle East
One point raised by Dr. Peter Siedlecki was
that Halliburton Industries had been selling a
variety of oil field equipment to Iraq between
the G ulf W ar and 2000; Vice President D ick
Cheney is a form er C EO of Halliburton.
Another thought raised by Dr. James Moran

was what constitutes a weapon of mass destruc
tion.
The m ajority of the afternoon was spent in an
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open-floor discussion. A ll those present were
invited to share their thoughts.

Approximately ten professors and twentyfive students participated in the teach-in.
Dr. Edward Cuddy was one of the presenters
at the teach-in. He thought the event was a suc
cess. “ It was regrettable that more people did
n’t come, but those that did come did have a lot
to say,” said Cuddy. “ Ironically, a large majority
of Am ericans support President Bush, but
almost everyone at the teach-in who had an
opinion was anti-war.”
D r. Peter Siedlecki also addressed the atten
dance issue. “ I wish there had been more male
students since they’re the ones who’ll be
engaged, should w ar occur and the draft be
reinstated.”
Student Toby Beahan enjoyed the spirit of the
teach-in. He said it was “a thought provoking
discussion which brought up many interesting
and diverse points regarding the possibility of
the forthcoming w ar on Iraq.”

Experience Italy
By Antoinette DelBel
Daemen students reunited on September
24 in Oddy Lounge to share their experiences
and memories of the trip they took to
Florence, Italy, through Daemen's Summer
Study Abroad Program. The program allows
students to travel to a specific country, take
courses and earn transferable credits.
Eleven students had the opportunity to visit
some of Italy’s most fascinating and historical
cities this past summer. Program D irector
Francesco Convertini organized excursions to
Siena, Pisa and Rome.
'Th e main point of the program is that stu
dents are the center of the program," said
Convertini. Students do not have to be in any
specific major to participate in the Study
Abroad Program.

"We have all sorts of different programs for
different majors," said Daemen Spanish profes
sor Dr. Denise Mills. "Studying abroad can be a
way to enrich your major."
Participants can select either the four-week
session or the six-week session.
The cost of the four-week program is esti
mated at $4,200; an additional two weeks is
about $ 1,800 more. Plus, all participants are eli
gible to receive an $800 Daemen College grant,
which is deducted off the price.
This cost includes tuition, room and board,
breakfast and dinner Monday through Friday,
museum and attraction fees, and excursions to
Pisa and Siena. Although the cost of the trip
does not include airfare, insurance, a three-day
excursion to Rome, textbooks, class materials
and personal expenses, "the payback is well
worth the experience," said Mills.

In the four-week session, students take two
3-credit courses. Students must take a class in
Italian language and an elective. Electives include
A rt H istory of the Italian Renaissance, Italian
film, Roots of Capitalism, Florentine & Tuscan
Culture, and Site Drawing & W atercolor in
Florence. In the additional two-week session,
students must take one 3-credit course in
Experim ental
Learning:
Contem porary
Florence. Attending both sessions allows stu
dents to complete their BA foreign language
proficiency requirement.
Studying abroad can help individuals sharpen
their language skills, adapt to other cultures,
accept cultural diversity, keep long-distance rela
tionships and become more mature.
"I learned a lot, not only about culture, but

(Continued on Page 6)

IND 101: Part o f First Year Experience
By Michelle L. Smith
Upperclassmen,think back to your freshman
year. Remember taking a Liberal A rts
Colloquium? This year, the old LAC has been
replaced with IN D 101, Interdisciplinary
Studies: Critical Relationships. The course, to
be taken by all students in their first semester
at Daemen, serves many purposes; it intro
duces students to the college and its core
competencies (like critical thinking and civic
responsibility) while encouraging the develop
ment of those competencies.
Each year, the course will focus on a central
them e.This fall’s theme is sustainability.
The idea of IN D 101 came out of the First
Year Experience (FYE) Com mittee. This com
mittee, composed of faculty and administra

tors, develops and implements options for the
first year experience. Last year, the committee
recommended the creation of a single course
that would be taken by all freshmen. O ver the
fall, spring and summer, the committee and other
interested faculty members shaped the format,
content and policies of the course.
The goals
for IN D 101 are numerous.The course seeks to
challenge students intellectually, to instruct them
in Daemen’s core curriculum and competencies,
to introduce them to support services on cam
pus, and to generate a sense of community at
Daemen.
Professor Joseph Kukella, Assistant Professor
of Graphic Design, is acting as the IN D Course
Coordinator. He said, "Too often when freshmen
come in, it’s very hard to get them to feel a part
of the campus community. I think [with this
course] we’ll be successful getting them in."

Kukella stated that the course w ill serve as a
retention tool. "I can’t stress enough the reten
tion factor," he said, "how the course binds stu
dents to the college."
Nineteen faculty members are involved in
either teaching o r overseeing the course. In fact,
the initial faculty interest was so great that the
number had to be pared down to nineteen. "We
have a committed group of faculty," said Kukella.
IN D 101 meets two times a week, once in a
large group session and once in a small group.
The large group session takes the form of a
lecture covering a variety of topics, such as envi
ronmental concerns and a multidisciplinary look
at the novel The C olor Purple. W hile the topics
are diverse, the course tries to show that
(Continued on Page 4)
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A Problem o f Size
By joelle Schelhaus
First things first: even though I am now w rit
ing in the same space as Darcy used to, that does
N O T make me Darcy Junior!
One of the benefits of attending a small school
like Daemen is that you get to know everyone. In
my years here, I have developed relationships with
most of my professors, especially those in my
major, almost all of the administrators, and stu
dents from freshmen to seniors. It is great to
know all the faces around you. There are many
benefits, which 1could elaborate on, but not today.
Attending a small school can also pose a prob
lem. On a small campus, the same group of stu
dents always ends up running all of the campus
activities. Those of you who have been here a
while know what I mean.The same people end Up
on the Student Association board year after year.
But that is not the point of this editorial. I find
nothing wrong with dedicated students being a
part of campus life. In fact, I applaud them for
their commitment to the betterment of Daemen
for all of us.
The point of this editorial is that you can elim
inate the problem of so few students having so
much say about what goes on here at Daemen. All
you. need to do is to join campus activities. More
people becoming involved equals more change in
leadership. Having new people with new ideas run
ning campus activities w ill only improve our col
lege experience.
I don’t know how many of you took part in last
month's class elections. For those of you who
voted, did you notice the same trend that I did?

There were very few people running for sopho
more and junior class presidents. In fact, they were
uncontested elections.W hat does that show? Not
many sophomores and juniors care very much
about their college experience. Now I know that
the class presidents really do not have a huge role
to p!ay...l speak from experience as sophomore
class president two years ago. However, they
C O U LD have a large role IF people would
become involved. I mean, most schools have more
class officers than just a president. W e do not, and
if we did, we most likely would never have enough
people interested in running for those positions.
In college, you have the BEST chance at shaping
your experience.You choose your classes (w ell, to
some extent), you choose your professor (when
possible), you choose a lot of other things. But
most of you opt to have no choice in your campus
activities.W hy not become involved? You would be
surprised at how much you will benefit from it, not
just while you are in college, but afterwards as
well. It is absurd that so many people do not take
advantage of the opportunities given to them.
This year’s freshman class seems to be full of
people who do want to be involved. There were
four o r five people running for class president,
they showed up to join clubs, and we even have
freshman interest in the Ascent. Good for you! All
of you who are involved in campus activities, you
took the best step towards a positive and fulfilling
college career. I congratulate you. I also urge you
to remain involved.
Anyone out there who is not already involved
(and those of you who wish to do more, too), I
have a suggestion.There are opportunities still out

Knowing W ho's W ho and
W hat's W hat At D.C.
A Letter to the Editor
By Allen Kusani
Let me begin by answering the question many
will be asking after reading this letter. That ques
tion is, why is he writing this stuff now at almost
midsemester. W ell, the answer is one everyone can
relate to: I am damn busy!
Anyway, I am writing this letter primarily for
freshmen but it applies to everyone. It occurred to
me one day recently while studying (something I
just discovered after 4 years here) that if I had
known some/any of the things as a freshman that I
now know regarding the goings-on at Daemen, I
would have saved myself much grief.
W ho's W h o , W hat's W h a t
Even though we are so far into the semester,
one invaluable piece of advice I have for everyone
is to meet (that involves introducing yourself to)
your professors. Help them put your name to a
face. It may seem pointless, but they are people,
and they have feelings. W hat does this mean to
you? W ell, going to meet them is the first step in
what often proves to be a useful experience. By
this I mean that they aren't always the people you
believe them to be based on classroom lectures
(i.e. boring, mean, too sm art to approach). In short,
it always pays to know your professors.
Before I go any further, I have to let everyone
know why I am qualified to w rite this letter on this
topic. The story goes something like this: I was
once a freshman te rro r (some say the te rro r to
end all), and I made many a poor decision regard
ing academics and extra-curricular activities. (I
can't elaborate.) Anyway, to make a long story
short, my antics included (but were not limited to)

poor academic performance/absent academic
performance, dorm trouble, and general disregard
for the many policies of our college.
So you're asking yourselves, what is he still
doing here? W ell, I am very lucky. Don't think I got
away with my antics; I was dismissed from
Daemen and for good reason too. I got what I
deserved.
So, there I was one month into a fall semester
kicked off campus, then kicked out at the end of
the semester. W hat to do, where to go? A fter a
year of being a bum (still in Buffalo), I saw our
school's fine President in W illiam sville and briefly
presented my situation to him .W ell, he must have
taken pity because through him and our Dean of
the College, Dr. Clausen, I was given another
chance.
A re you still asking, why is he writing about
this, who cares? O K , I’ll tell you.The point is we all
make mistakes. However, there are many here at
Daemen to help us rebound or avoid these mis
takes to begin with, namely, Dr. Blake Thurman,
Heather Fisher and the rest of the Academic
Advisement (and advisement is the key word)
office. Also, Dean Clausen and Associate Dean
Boone's offices are always open to (and some
times full of) students. Dean Boone assists stu
dents with special needs ("special" needs/problems are more prevalent than you think). And let's
not forget our departmental advisors.
In any case, use what the college puts out
there for you (it's what we pay for), and remem
ber, meet your professors!
Until the next tim e,

Alien JOAsani

there for you.
You can still join any of the campus dubs.These
clubs w ill allow you to meet other students with
sim ilar interests and to make friends with the fac-'
ulty advisors and students ranging from freshmen
to seniors.
The Student Association is still looking for stu
dents to be representatives on campus commit
tees. Serving on a committee is a valuable experi
ence for many reasons. First, you get to help
decide the college’s policies for now and the
future.You will also make lasting relationships with
college faculty, administration and staff.This is very
important because you never know when you may
need some help from any of these people. Also,
being on a college committee will be looked at
favorably by future employers. In those meetings,
you w ill learn a lot about personal dynamics and
politics that you will not learn in a book.
Your help is also needed in the direct planning
of on-campus activities. The year's first Student
Activities Programming (SAP) board meeting was
non-existent because no students showed up.
Recent attendance has improved, but it can be bet
ter. The SAP board meets Thursdays at noon in
W ick. Make your opinion known and help bring
activities to campus that you, the students, want!
Do not let other people make your choices for
you!
College should be about you and what you
w an t...b u t YO U need to make that happen.
Sitting idly in your dorm room or going home as
soon as classes are over will N O T benefit you or
this college.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Opinions and Editorials
Disclaimer: A ll opinions expressed on this page are those solely o f the writers. They do not reflect the opinions o f
the sta ff or advisors o f this newspaper or the college as a whole.
...

Political W aynetoon

Middle East Madman
Cannot Be Ignored
By Wayne Brown
Someone fetch Kofi Annan and the political
global community one giant collective doggie
treat. It is almost embarrassing to watch these
apparent global thinkers play the role of Saddam
Hussein’s trained lapdog, leaping and bounding
with apparently blind affection at his beck and call.
For those who may not have heard, Hussein
agreed to let weapons inspectors back into Iraq,
and they can have unlimited access to everything
in the Iraqi infrastructure. W ell, except for hospi
tals, schools, private residences, and palace prop
erty. So where can the UN have unfettered access?
M ilitary bases. Because of this achievement, the
world thinks that they just scored a victory of
unparalleled proportions. Attack of a m ilitary base
would not phase anyone; m ilitary installations are
"fair" targets in war. So it is probably safe to say
that there are no unconventional weapons just sit
ting around!
Let’s say you are growing cannabis, also known
as marijuana, in your dorm room. Acting on a tip
from your roommate, thp Am herst Police ask to
search your dorm room. You say, "no problem,
dude!" because you are a good citizen and con
tribute to the policemen’s ball every year. "Dude,
just don’t look in the aquarium cuz that would be,
like, so unrighteous." Guess where the police are
going to get a search warrant to look? W ell,
the "W orld Community" is apparently far less deft
than local police agencies because they were brag
ging about Hussein’s letter as if it meant the end
to the W ar on Terror.
According to Laurie Mylroie of the journal
"Middle East Review of International Affairs," the

"unconventional agents Iraq possesses are extra
ordinarily lethal." She goes on to explain that
while a substantial portion of Iraq’s arsenal is 50
years old, biological and chemical weapons like
the hydrogen bomb are still very much in play
with men like Hussein. Remember Hiroshima and
Nagasaki?
So do you think that Iraq is still a shell of its
pre-Gulf W ar self? Mylroie maintains that "Iraq's
most lethal agents had survived the G ulfW ar and
Baghdad had managed to conceal that from
UN SCO M
(United
Nations
Special
Commission)," a UN group set up as a condition
to the end of the G ulfW ar that executed the pro
visions of the resolution related to Iraq’s nuclear
disarmament.
And what is at the root of Hussein’s venom?
Once again, Israel. The only difference between
what is happening now and what happened during
the G ulfW ar in 1991 is Israel’s desire to protect
itself. A riel Sharon has already promised President
Bush that if struck, Israel w ill strike back, unlike
during the Gulf W ar when George H.W . Bush
kept Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak Shamir from
defending his country with any real seriousness.
Through the GulfW ar, Israel was tagged 39 times
with Scud Missiles from Saddam Hussein with no
retaliation offered from Israel. Children went to
school with gas masks because even then the
world feared Hussein’s chemical warfare ability,
but Israel did as the United States asked and let
them "protect" Israel’s interests.
Donald Rumsfeld, current Secretary of
Defense, is asking Israel once again to be dovish in
this most recent attack. Meanwhile, Hussein and

the other Arab nations have Israel securely in
their crosshairs.
A t this point, Israel does need the United
States; there is no question of it. However, let’s not
forget that the US needs Israel, possibly just as
much or more. As the O N LY true democratic
government in the Middle East, Israel remains our
only flower in a substantial desert. If Israel ever
disappeared, we would have no political footholds
in the Middle East and, with one fell swoop, have
severely limited m ilitary strength in a volatile part
of the world.
W hy does the world hate us? W ho cares right
now! W hen you are in the middle of a street fight,
you do not stop and ask your opponent why he is
trying to hurt you.You just try to hurt him worse
and pick up the pieces later. Does that sound
crude and barbaric? Because that is your enemy’s
objective. Only this tim e, the goal of the enemy is
annihilation of our good friend and us. Sometimes
communication is essential, sometimes talking is a
waste of time.
The League of Nations collapsed in large part
because the US did not participate. As Mr. Bush
said at the UN on September 11th, 'W e created
the United Nations Security Council so that,
unlike the League of Nations, our deliberations
would be more than talk."
Neville Chamberlain and the League of Nations
could not stop Adolph H itler, and essentially, they
really did not try. It is time we stop waiting for the
UN to do what they are afraid, unwilling, or
unable to do.Take out a documented madman. O r
do we only take action after 12 million innocent
people meet their demise?
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knowledge of one topic complements knowledge
of another. Different professors speak each week.
There are two meeting times for the large group
session; each session contains one-half of the
freshman class.
Kukella noted that he has heard complaints that
Daemen talks about being a small school, but then
places freshmen in such a large lecture class. He
stresses that this was intentional. "This creates a
common experience," he said.
Ashley Frederickson, a freshman Spanish major,
said, "I don’t think the large group is a problem. It
provides different perspectives.The course is wellbalanced because of the small group."
Seventeen small group sessions, each overseen
by one faculty member, provide a more intimate
environment for discussion of topics covered in
lecture or general concerns students may have. A
student peer mentor is also assigned to each small
group session.
Dr. Blake Thurman, Executive D irector of
Academic Support Services, noted that he was not
happy with the effectiveness of the old peer mento r program. By linking peer mentors with the
interdisciplinary course, freshmen still have an
opportunity to connect with older students, plus
there are additional advantages: "All freshmen have
a peer mentor, and [the small group session] provides a place where mentors can get to know
mentees," said Thurman.
Thurman sees the class as an extended orientation. He said, "It reaches all freshmen in their
first semester and unifies the class."
W hile IN D 101 is still in an early stage, Kukella
said he has had a good response from faculty and
students so far.
Freshman Business Administration major Alicia
DiPietro said, "I think [the course] is going good,
It’s well-organized. People can get a lot from it."
"College and high school are very different,"
said Kukella. "[The course] introduces students to
studying in college and gives them real skills they
w ill use throughout their time here."
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By Brittany Cozad
Despite the small size of Daemen, starting a
new school year can be overwhelming for any
one. W hile most of us are greeting old friends
and catching up on how we spent our summers,
the rest - whether they are freshmen, transfer
students or new faculty - are getting used to
their new "home away from home." One of the
newest additions to the Daemen community is
Professor Jeremy Hall who joins the Math
Departm ent as the new Math Coordinator.
Hall is from the W estern New York area. He
has previously taught at Fredonia, E C C , and
Em ory College in Atlanta where he also received
his Master of Science degree in Mathematics.
Besides teaching six classes, as Math
Coordinator, Hall is responsible for the appropri
ate placement of new students in math classes
based on their previous w ork in high school or
other colleges.
W hen he's not teaching, you can find Professor
Hall playing guitar o r writing music for his band,
"The Greenhouse Effect," which plays a m ixture
of folk and rock music. He also enjoys spending
his free time playing Discgolf (which he describes
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as Frisbee golf), traveling, hiking and camping.
And what does he think of Daemen so far? "It’s
pretty small and everyone knows everyone.
Classes are small so 'the student-teacher ratios
are good." Hall also likes the diversity Daemen
has despite its size.W hile he is still not too famil
iar with Daemen's extracurricular clubs, Hall is
interested in getting involved since he is at school
so much.
Professor Hall seems to be enjoying his new
Daemen experience with an open mind, positive
attitude and only one complaint so far: the bees
that seem to always find a way into his office!

Need some advice?

In future issu es, The
Ascent w ill feature an advice colum n. If you would
like to ask a question, send an em ail with "advice" in
the subject line to ascent@ daem en.edu.

Homeless Awareness
Night
By Jen Swan
On Friday, September 13th, the Daemen com
munity held its annual Homeless Awareness
Night. Homeless Awareness Night is a time when
student and local organizations encourage stu
dents to get involved in the community. A bonfire
follows the ceremony.
Representatives from area organizations came
to speak about how helping a community can
make a big difference in someone's life. Reverend
Ron Colontra from Hearts for the Homeless
spoke about the chronic homeless in downtown
Buffalo and how his organization gives a little of
their time each week to feed the homeless in the
downtown area. Reverend Colontra encourages
students to give a few hours once a week and
help feed the homeless. Colontra said, "Never
give up on giving a helping
hand to the less fortunate."
Darren Strickland has been the director of
Friends for the Night People for 12 years. His
organization has continued to grow over the
years because students and other individuals give
their time to volunteer. Strickland wants to thank
everyone who has helped make Friends of the
Night People a success and he "hopes his organi
zation will continue to grow in the future."
Many student organizations also spoke at
homeless awareness night. Scott W ilbert, the
president of Phi Beta Gamma fraternity, talked
about how the terrorist attacks of 9/11 have
changed everyone’s mind set and how we live our
lives. W ilbert also spoke about the bombings last
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year and how hundreds of people overseas are
now deprived of food. W ilbert also encouraged
people to volunteer at places like St. Vincent
DePaul Soup Kitchen and Friends of the Night
People.
Nancy Rumble spoke on behalf of Lambda Chi
lota sorority. Rumble stated an interesting and
frightening fact: today one million children in the
United States are homeless and uneducated. Most
people today make the assumption that only
adults are homeless but the statement above
proves that this is not true.
O ther organizations that spoke at this event
and encouraged students to get involved were
Resident Council, Multi Cultural Association,
Students W itho ut Borders and the Student
Association. O thers who participated were: Delta
Phi Mu, Sigma Omega Chi, and Psi X i Om icron.
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Who’s Who at Daemen College
Compiled by Joelle Schelhaus and Chance Soda

N am e: Martin J. Anism an
Title: President
Office location: Duns Scotus 107
W h y might a student w ant o r need to com e see
you?: I enjoy it when students stop by to say hello.
Advice for Daem en students: Remember why you
are here, but have fun as w elL
Favorite D aem en activity o r m om ent: *
Convocation
* Baccalaureate
* any student activity

N am e: D erek Bigelow
Title: Student Association President
Office location: W ick
W h y might a student w ant or need to com e see
you?: Students should come see me if they have any
problems with the way administration is doing things o r
with the way student clubs are doing things.
Advice for D aem en students: * G et involved.
* Enjoy what you do o r else you aren’t going to want to
do it
* Learn to organize your tim e.
Favorite Daem en activity o r m om ent: During ahd
after the W hite O ut (big snow storm ) my freshman year,
we had snowball wars between buildings,which were a
lot of fun.W e also got to watch the snowplows get stuck
on Campus Drive!

N am e: Kathleen Boone
T itle : Associate Dean of the College
Office location: Duns Scotus 102
W h y might a student w ant o r need to com e see
you?: Students are welcome and encouraged to come
see me about whatever is on their minds. I like to keep
in touch with what is going on. Drop by and tell me how
things are going. Both I and my staff are very interested
in first-year students who may be having trouble adjust
ing. I invite and implore you t6 come in and talk to us.
W e can help with bumps on the road.
Advice for D aem en students: * G et to know your
faculty! A ll kinds of research shows that the most impor
tant factor in a college student’s success is a close w ork
ing relationship with faculty.* G et involved! It is very
important to look at all things in the college environ
ment. Outside the classroom is a vital part of your edu
cational experience. Those experiences can integrate
classroom learning, such as team work and leadership, as
well as making you feel bonded to the institution.You will
have a better time in college if you are involved in col
lege life...and you do have time fo r it!
Favorite Daem en activity o r m om ent: Intervention
into problematic student behaviors is not usually wel
comed, but often the students and I come out of the sit
uation with a great relationship. It makes me feel like I’m
contributing a little bit to someone’s development.

N am e: Ed Clausen
T itle : Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of
the College
Office location: Duns Scotus 106
W h y might a student want o r need to com e see
you?: I hope you come to see me for the same reason
as you would go see all of the administrators - to get to
know us! The college prides itself on its small size, so you
can get to know all the people on campus. Feel free to
stop in just to say hi. That makes me happy. As head of
Academic Affairs, everything I do is focused on the stu
dents. It is easier for me to deal with concerns if I know
the students better.
A dvice for D aem en students: * Really get to know
your faculty well. Go to their offices, talk with them and
meet with them outside of class.
I • •••>

* Find a balance between working hard and really having a
good tim e.
* Explore every intellectual route you can. This is the one
time in your
life where you can do this uninterrupted and unimpeded.
Favorite Daem en activity o r m om ent: * last year
when the new core
curriculum was passed by the faculty
* when Julian Bond spoke to the campus —he was a hero
of mine for years
and I finally got to meet him
* helping a particular student who was struggling in school
to turn his
life around

Nam e: Maria Dillard
T itle : Dean of Students
Office location: W ick
W h y might a student want o r need to com e see
you?: Students can come to me with any non-academic
concern.They can also come in to say hello!
Advice for Daem en students: Be pro-active in your
education. Develop your support network to help you
achieve your goals.
Favo rite
D aem en
activity o r m o m en t: *
Orientation/W elcome Back W eek —I get to see all the new
students moving in.
* Academic Festival and Senior Presentations
* Baccalaureate - families coming together in celebration

N a m e : C h ris M alik
T it le : D irector of Student Activities
O ffic e lo ca tio n : W ick
W h y m ig h t a stu d e n t w a n t o r need to co m e see
you?: Students mainly come see me if they are involved in
student organizations. I can help with room reservations,
advertising, contacting vendors, staging, and be a liaison to
other Daemen College offices.
A d v ic e fo r D aem en stu d e n ts: G et to know the admin
istration and faculty. Don’t be afraid to ask us questions.
Stop by and see us. Get to know us. W e are here to help
you.
F a v o rite D aem en a c tiv ity o r m o m e n t: * A few years
ago at Boobar, we were worried about matching up stu
dents in costumes with their ID pictures. Two students
fixed that problem for us: they came dressed as pumpkins
and had put pumpkin stickers over their faces on their IDs!
* The Night Cross-Country Ski Trips - It’s a lot of fun.
Everybody gets to know each other at dinner and then we
all go skiing. Most times, it is the first time many of the stu
dents have ever gone skiing.

N am e: Nancy Marck
T itle: D irector, Daemen College Honors Program
Office location: C urtis Hall Great Room
W h y might a student want o r need to com e see
you?: The Honors Program offers opportunities for indi
vidualized learning. W e can match student interests with
faculty and resources available on campus. Students can
come see me to find out information about the Honors
Program, as well as fellowship opportunities.
A dvice for D aem en students: Go visit your professors.
O ur faculty welcome questions and will be happy to dis
cuss coursework with you.
Favorite Daem en activity o r m om ent: It has to be
the Chaucer Banquet! It’s a unique event that brings stu
dents, faculty and administrators together to celebrate
medieval culture.This year’s Chaucer Banquet is
April 5,2003.

(Contimued on Page 6)
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W ho’s W ho
N am e: C a ro l H cPhillips
T itle : Coordinator, The Learning Center
Office location: Canavan
W h y might a student w ant o r need to com e see
you?: Students can come to The Learning Center for
three reasons: I) if they are looking for assistance in
understanding course content, 2) for information on
study skills and learning styles, and 3) to set up academ
ic services and assistance for students with disabilities.
The Learning Center is a place where smart students
with good strategies go, not a place where stupid stu
dents go!
Advice for Daem en students: Learn as much as you
can about yourself, both as a person and as a learner.
Favorite Daem en activity o r m om ent: * I always
love interacting with students.
* Convocation - it’s a great way to begin the academic
year. Faculty, staff and students can all benefit from inspir
ing words, and that’s what we heard.

N am e: Dan Schiesser
T itle : D irector of Residence Life
Office location: Canavan
W h y might a student want or need to com e see
you?: Students can come to me with housing-related
conflicts and concerns. They can also come see me just
to talk o r to find resources. Plus, I also w ork with
Resident Council to improve campus life.
A dvice for Daem en students: Take full advantage of
campus life. G et involved and get to know people. It goes
fast and if you don’t, you will miss out!
Favorite D aem en activity o r m om ent: * orienta
tion - 1get to know all of the new students.
* walking the halls and talking to students
* sports and sporting events

N am e: Peter Siedlecki
Title: Dean of the Division of A rts and Sciences
Office location: Duns Scotus 230
W h y might a student want or need to com e see
you?: I prefer that all students deal directly with their
department chairperson...but if they have difficulties
with that, they could come to me. Students can also
come to me to inquire about IN D possibilities.
A dvice for Daem en students: Enjoy and explore
your curiosity.
Favorite Daem en activity or m om ent: teaching any
class

N am e: Keith Taylor
T itle : Dean of the Division of Health and Human
Services
Office location: Schenck 102
W h y might a student want o r need to com e see
you?: Students usually come when they have a problem
with courses, faculty members o r policies. I’d rather they
come to ask questions about the program they are in or
others that interest them - or the possibility of blending
o r creating a dual major, all so they can enjoy more and
learn more from what they are doing.
A dvice for Daem en students: * G et engaged in cam
pus life. Be involved.
*Take charge of your own social and academic life. The
two should go hand-in-hand. College is much more
enjoyable if you are having fun while learning, not just
going to class.
Favorite Daem en activity or m om ent:* bringing my
kids to Springiest
* Academic Festival - talking to students about their
w ork

Throughout the year, The Ascent will be
reviewing businesses in the Snyder area in
an effort to introduce students to the wide
variety o f establishments around campus.
Be sure to check them out for yourself!

Bistro Vite
About three blocks from Daemen, going east on Main
Street, is a relatively new eatery called Bistro V ite.The bistro
serves a variety of delicious, ready-made breakfast and lunch
items.
Breakfast items are available all day. Selections include
muffins, scones, cinnamon sweet rolls, and sticky buns, all
priced under $2.00.Try a bagel o r an egg sandwich, and com
plete your breakfast with fresh-squeezed juice.
A t first glance, the lunch selections might seem rather
ordinary: soups, salads and sandwiches. However, a closer
look at the menu, and a taste of the selections, proves that
the food is quite extraordinary.
O rder a salad and select what kind of lettuce you would
like (either romaine, mixed field greens, o r spinach); then
choose four ingredients from among a variety of vegetables,
meats, fish, cheeses, nuts and legumes.
The sandwiches are also special. Get a wrap for between
$5.50 and $5.95. Look for the Cha Cha Chicken wrap made
with grilled chicken, lettuce,tom atoes, avocado and sundried
tomato pesto.The less adventurous may want to stick with
the Classic BLT wrap.There are about a dozen different arti
san bread sandwiches made on hearth baked artisan breads
and served either cold o r heated on a panini grill. Try the
Oven Roasted Turkey sandwich - turkey breast, swiss
cheese, sliced green apples and honey mustard dressing.
These sandwiches are priced from $4.95 to $6.25.
Each day, various personal-sized pizzas and soups are also
available. Complement your meal with a beverage; choose
from a variety of coffees, cappuccinos, lattes, teas, soft
drinks, beers o r wine.
W hen you enter Bistro Vite, place your order at the
counter and seat yourself.There is indoor and outdoor seat
ing. You may also get your order to go. Service is quick since
the food is ready-made!
Bistro Vite is located at 4548 Main Street in Snyder. Hours
are Monday-Thursday, 6:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m.; Friday, 6:30a.m.10:00 p.m.; Saturday, 7:00 a.m .-l0:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 7:00
a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Experience Italy
(Continued fro m Page 1)
about history, language, art, making new friends and keeping
long-distance relationships;" said C arrie Ann Spinelli, a senior
Humanities major.
"There was so much history, every corner you turned
had some important monument o r building," said Kristen
Hy, an A rt Education major. "Everything you saw was in text
books."
Maryjane Morgan, the secretary of Daemen’s Learning
Center, also went to Italy this past summer. "Rome was the
cradle of civilization. O ur laws are based on the beauty, his
tory, mystique and cuisine. You can’t starve there, food is all
over. It’s so incredible."
The participants in the Study Abroad Program enjoyed
eating the delicious food and sampling Italy’s national drink,
wine! "W ine is like vegetables, Italians have to have it," Hy
said. Business major Kathryn Rehak said, "I gained eight
pounds in four weeks, and loved every ounce of them!"
Dr. Mills advises students interested in the program to
start saving money now and to get information from her and
Financial Aid, which can help spread loans over summer.
Most importantly, she advises students to have an open
mind. .Future plans include establishing programs in
Northern Ireland, Africa and China."The Study Abroad
Program brings something that a classroom can not. It’s the
most fun you’ll have in school," said Mills. 'Th e experience
changes you for the rest of your life!"

D aem en College Poetry Series
On Wednesday evening, O ctober 16, the
Daemen College Poetry Series continues with a
reading devoted to three women poets—Karen
Lewis, Dr. Gunilla Kester, and Marlyn MartinezSaroff.
Karen Lewis is a contributing editor for Traffic
East magazine and teaches creative writing for just
buffalo literary center, where she recently held a
workshop on "Developing W rite rs G roups."
W idely published in W estern New York, her w ork
will be shown at the Third Interpoetry Exhibition
in Brazil this October. Lewis's recent poetry will
appear in the Canadian publication, The Current
Gunilla Kester is a teacher, w riter, and guitarist,
who came from Sweden to the United States as a
Fulbright Scholar in 1982. She completed her
Ph.D. in English and Comparative Literature at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel H ill, arid
her scholarly book on the maturation story is out
in second edition. Dr. Kester has published many
poems both in English and in Swedish, including in
Bonniers Littarara Magasin, Sweden’s most presti
gious literary magazine.This year her poems have
won the Gival Press Tri-Language Competition. Dr.
Kester has been a finalist in the Glim m er Train
Poetry Open, and her w ork has been published in
The Buffalo News, Step, Oberon, and Radiance.
She w ill judge the Gival Press Tri-Language
Competition this fall. A recipient of the year 2000
and 2002 W ho’s W ho Among Am erica’s Teachers
Award, Dr. Kester currently teaches English at
Daemen College and classical guitar at The
Am herst School of Music. She also serves as Vice
President of The Buffalo Guitar Society and Co-

D irector of the annual Rantucci International
Guitar Festival and Com petition.
Marlyn
Martinez-Saroff was born in Brooklyn, but lived in
the Dominican Republic until the revolution. She
holds four degrees, one in Spanish literature. She
says, "My writing gives me the ability to express
my concerns for both social and political issues, in
a literary form . Inspiration comes to me from
reflective thought, music, theater; I am often
asked if I am a reporter as I sit and w rite at a con
c e rt" She has been published in anthologies, on
websites, and in the Artvoice, and she is presently
seeking a publisher fo r her m anuscript,
Collusions.
The reading begins at 7 pm in Alumni Lounge.
Refreshments will be served, and there will be an
open mike following the reading for anyone who
wishes to read poetry.

Daem en College Poetry Series
September 18: Dr. Peter Siedlecki
O ctober 16: Karen Lewis, Dr.
Gunilla
Kester,
and
Marlyn
Martfriez-Saroff
November 20: Student poetry

By Nina Zehr

I suppose since I’m a twenty-one year old
female who is supposed to look up to popular
female stars, I should love Sandra Bullock...but I
don’t I suppose that since I usually love detective
stories, I should have loved her new movie, Murder
by Numbers...but I didn’t And I suppose that since
the movie is about a pair of disturbed high school
kids (Ryan Gosling and Michael Pitt) who meticu
lously plan and carry out a grisly murder, it’s not
supposed to be funny...but sometimes it is.
W hen detective partners Cassie Mayweather
(Sandra Bullock) and Sam Kennedy (Ben Chaplin),
are called to the “ dumping site” of a murdered
body, we can instantly see their steel-trap minds at
w ork. Sam has to walk carefully in Sandra’s foot
prints (oops, I mean, Cassie’s) in order not to dis
turb any potential evidence.This of course, makes
perfect sense...until we see the detectives ginger
ly wading through a creek.A fter wandering around
in this comical fashion for a little while, Cassie
abruptly stops, scoops something up, and holds it
up to Sam’s nose. “W hat’s this smell like to you?”
Sam’s brow furrows. “ It smells like vomit.” Cassie
nods trium phantly. “That’s what I thought.”

Photos Courtesey o f Dr. M a rck

December 11: Fred Barry Levenson

Murder by Numbers: An
Unexpected Comedy
M urder by Num bers
Running Tim e: 120 minutes
Rated R
Starring: Sandra Bullock, Ryan Gosling, Michael
Pitt, and Ben
Chaplin
Directed by Barbet Schroeder
Castle Rock Entertainment, 2002

Upcoming poets (clockwise from top
left): Marlyn Martinez-Saroff, Karen
Lewis, Fred Barry Levenson, Dr.
Gunilla Kester

Obviously, these people are geniuses.
Granted, there are some scenes that are gen
uinely disturbing. (A couple of the scenes were so
gross that I had to watch Monsters, Inc. before I
went to bed to get them out of my head.)
However, there* just aren’t enough of them to
make up for all of the unintentional comedy. One
of the murderers looks like a sleep-deprived,
greasy-haired version o f Leonardo DiCaprio,
which makes it really hard to think he is scary.The
other one, while being questioned by police,
notices Cassie’s jacket and asks, “ Is that, like, a
pleather?” Add to this the fact that the biggest
“ boo” moment comes courtesy of a screaming
baboon, and you can see why it’s all a little hard to
swallow.
W hat’s most ridiculous about this movie is the
dialogue.When it’s N O T funny, it’s recycled spout
ing so predictable that it’s easy to figure out what
the characters are going to say before they open
their mouths. In fact, the w riters have done such
a poor job, even the actors don’t look like they
believe it. “ I don’t have any feeling left...except for
you” and “You only get one life” are obviously
supposed to be profound statements. Too bad
we’ve heard them all before.
Okay, I admit that my opinion is biased. I didn’t
feally expect, o r even want, to like "this movie. I
just needed a recent release on video and DVD.
And I guess that since you’ve read this article, it
means there’s a possibility that you won’t want to
spend your hard-earned money on the rental of
the movie. Sorry, Sandra.

A Problem of
Size
(Continued fro m page 2)
W e need to make our own choices and be a
part of our campus. No, I not suggesting that we
make campus involvement our liv e s... trust me,
that doesn’t w ork either. But is it too much to ask
for you to make some new friends while having
fun? Yes, campus involvement can be FUN! I’ve got
many examples, most of which are not fit to
p rin t... but find me on campus and I will tell you!
It is never too late to make campus activities a
part of your life. Just go to a Student Association
meeting, Tuesdays at 11:30 in W ick 113-115.
Contact faculty in your department to see when
your major’s club is meeting. See what the SAP
board is all about. Contact Andy W heeler if you
want to be on a campus committee.
I’ve done all I can to make my case. I know how
the system works here at Daemen. I’ve sat on sev
eral committees. I’ve been a part of too many
campus clubs to count. I’ve done my share to
make the past 3 years (and this one) the best that
they can be for me and for my friends and class
mates. But this is the e n d ... I am graduating in
May. I hope that if nothing else, my experience can
be shared with those who want it. If that is you,
great. If not, well, I can’t make you do anything you
don’t want to do, and I’m not even going to try.
It’s really all up to you. But do you really want
to go to a school where you have no say in what
happens...where only a handful of students run
everything?
Think about it
If you want to express your opinion about this
editorial, feel free to w rite a letter to the editor
and leave it in the Ascent mailbox behind W ick
desk or drop it in the campus mail slot for mail
box 159.
Even that would be campus involvement!

Page 8

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING

Orientation Leaders welcome back
students in the summer and fall.
Freshman students play one of the games
_____ during Summer Orientation.

The Daemen Step Team at Midnight Madness.

Daemen students enjoy the roaring fire at
Homeless Awareness Night.

Students filled out blue card to com
memorate 9-11.

Freshmen are introduced to faculty and
administrators at Convocation 2002.

Photography by Marcie Peterson, M ichelle Smith, and Laura Witt
n
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In Memory o f Prof. Masterson
**O n November 8, John T. Masterson, retired
Associate Professor of English at Daemen,
passed away at the age of 83 after a long illness.
Prof. Masterson had taught at Daemen since
1948. W e at The Ascent were surprised to dis
cover that he served as this newspaper's first
faculty advisor. Maybe not many current stu
dents knew Prof. Masterson well because we
were here during his years of semi-retirement.
Perhaps only by reading about the life of this
extraordinary man and by listening to the
words of those who knew him can we begin to
understand his impact on the college and real
ize the treasure we have lost. A memorial ser
vice fo r Prof. Masterson w ill be held at
Daemen in December.**

English Gayle Nason, who was hired by
Masterson in 1966. Mr. Masterson served as
English Department chairperson from 1948 to
1970. In 1978 he received the President's Award,

Photo courtesy o f Mike Andrei
Mr. Masterson taught British literature at
Daemen from its founding as Rosary Hill
College. "He was brought here as the English
departm ent," said A ssistant Professor of

and in 1987 he was further honored with a
scholarship established in his name. Even after
retiring in 1999, he continued to teach courses
each sem ester on Chaucer and Shakespeare.

“ He was the Shakespeare authority in residence
as long as the college was in session,” said
Nason.
The Buffalo-born Masterson received his A .B.
in 1941 from Canisius College and his M.A. in
1950 from the University of Buffalo, where he
wrote his thesis on “ Mysticism and the Poetry
of Francis Thompson.” He completed additional
graduate coursework at Com eft University,
Syracuse University, and the U niversity of
Buffalo.
Mr. Masterson also served in the U. S. Arm y
from 1942 to 1946. As a paratrooper, he was
dropped behind enemy lines during the
Normandy invasion. Dr. Ned Cuddy of the
History Department observed, “Although John
served his country valiantly in W orld W ar II, he
was a vigorous critic of American militarism. He
detested Washington's penchant for aggressive

(Continued on Page 5 )

DC Seeks Grant fo r Updating Systems
By Antoinette DelBel
Daemen College is seeking to attain a $1.8
million Title III grant. This competitive, federal
grant is part o f the U.S. Departm ent of
Education’s Strengthening Institutions Program,
which was founded as Title III of the Higher
Education A ct in 1965. It provides money so an
institution can improve its academic quality and
become more stable.
By providing institutional strengthening, the
grant would exponentially improve Daemen's
campus with better services for faculty, admin
istration and students.
The T itle III grant helps strong schools that
have a main weakness. Daemen's weakness is
the information resources management sys
tem; the computer infrastructure needs to be
redone.
A new and upgraded system would allow all

parts of the campus to be integrated. “ It w ill
help the college to better serve the students,”
said Danielle Woodman, the Academic Grants
Coordinator. “ It w ill free up time wasted by
paperwork used by faculty for students.” A new
information system would also allow advisors to
take on the role of a mentor by helping students
on a more personal level.
Having an out-of-date computer infrastruc
ture system makes it difficult fo r students to get
information easily and to access virtual class
room s. Dean Clausen, Vice President of
Academic Affairs and Dean of the College,
describes Daemen's old system as a wall
between students and faculty with registration
and. administration. “O u r goal is to not only
open [the w all], but to blow the wall inbetween
down, allowing information to flow back and
forth very easily.” The new system would also
make it easier for students to get transcripts,

schedules and information about financial aid
status more quickly.
O f the grant money, $ 1.3 million would go
toward buying a new computing system. The
rem ainder would be used to expand the
Learning Center and fo r faculty development.
“If we get the grant, it will take Daemen up
to the next level and put Daemen way ahead of
institutions in New York and in these areas,” said
Clausen.
The application for the Title III grant is due in
February. To receive the grant, Daemen must
make a persuasive arguement for the school’s
need and propose ways to address that need.
W e w ill know by summer o r late next year if we
will receive the grant. Because it is so competi
tive, there is a great chance that Daemen will be
denied. Luckily, if we are denied, we can simply
reapply.

Freshm en speak out about IN D 101
By Michelle L. Smith
As reported in the last edition of The Ascent,
the new course IN D 101, Interdisciplinary
Studies: C ritical Relationships, has replaced the
liberal arts colloquium once taken by all incom
ing students at Daemen. In IN D 101, nineteen
faculty members teach o r oversee a small
group discussion session and a large group lec
ture focusing on the central theme of sustain
ability. The course seeks to challenge freshmen
intellectually and to introduce them to
Daemen.
This year’s freshman class is the first to take
IN D 101, and they have a lot to say about how
the course is going.
In a survey administered by The Ascent, fresh
men were asked what they like and dislike
about IN D 101 and if the course is meeting its
self-defined goals. W e received 72 responses

that demonstrate trends in what students think
about the course.
The surveys show that there is a lot of dis
satisfaction with the course. Students were
asked what their favorite thing about IN D was;
two of the most frequent responses were “ noth
ing” and “when it’s over.” “This class sucks,” said
one survey.
O ther criticism was more constructive. Some
students do not think the course is relevant to
the college experience. O thers think that the
course lacks organization and do not see how
the individual lecture topics relate to one anoth
er.
“ I still don’t see how all the different topics we
talk about relate to each other,” said student Mia
Schachel, “o r how The Color Purple fits into the
picture.”
Lee Loomis said, “The course is thrown
together.There is little to no order of the topics,

which seem superficial, unorganized, and unre
lated at best. The teachers all seem intelligent
and coherent; however this is not seen in the
overall value of the class. Too little time was
spent on linking everything together. IN D 101 is
like a class of middle schoolers getting up to
show each of their own presentations to the
class on a topic of their choosing.”
O ut of the 72 responses, 62 students do not
like attending the large group Jecture. Many
freshmen said that they have not been interest
ed in any of the topics. One person added that
there is not enough individual attention in the
large group.
O ther concerns included grading standards
that differ from professor to professor in the
small groups, the need for homework assign
ments to be spaced out better and explained

( Continued on Pa ge 7)
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Editorials and Opinions
Disclaimer: All opinions expressed on this page are those solely of the writers. They do not reflect the opinions
o f the staff or advisors of this newspaper or the college as a whole.

Beyond the H alls o f Duns Scotus
which was founded by the father of the American
author James Fenimore Cooper. There, we stayed
on the shores of what Cooper calied
Glim m erglass Lake. W e toured the James
Fenimore Cooper exhibit at the Fenimore A rt
Museum. I learned a lot by experiencing aspects of
Cooper’s life - and I could never have done that
here at Daemen.
As for the non-academic side, we did go to the
Baseball Hall of Fame. But, hey, what would be the
point of going to Cooperstown and not visiting it?
Another great experience I’ve had during my
time at Daemen was my internship at Six Flags
Am erica. Those of you who know me know how
much I loved it. I talk about it all the time.
W hat made it ¡so great was that I got to put
what I learned in class to use. I actually w rote
press releases, worked with reporters and got on
TV. It made me realize that I am in the right m ajor;
I know I really want to w ork in public relations
because of my time at Six Flags Am erica.
I hope that all of you w ill take advantage of all
the opportunities to learn outside the classroom.
Check out what Daemen has to offer - intern
ships, club activities, community service and more.
Don’t miss out on a great chance to experience
more than you ever could in the classroom.

skills that you have learned in the classroom.
One of the best experiences I’ve had here at
Daemen is my involvement with the English Club.
Why? W e go on road trips at least once a year to
a literary destination. Now, not every aspect of
the trip is educational, but our reason for going is
to see where an author lived o r where a particu
lar literary w ork was w ritten.
Last month, we went to Cooperstown, NY,

By joelle Schelhaus
W e all know that classroom learning is valuable.
W hy else would we be in college?
But that shouldn’t be the end of learning.
Learning should reach beyond the halls of
Daemen. Luckily, we attend a school where this is
important. There are various programs that allow
you to go out into the community and apply the

Adam toon
By Adam DeRose
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Should Rotation Day Be
"Rotated" Out o f O ur
Schedules?
By James Middleton
& Kristen Polakiewicz
There are many opinions about rotation day,
mainly about how it fits into people's schedules.
For one thing, many Daemen students do not live
on campus, and it is a huge inconvenience to come
to school on a Thursday when they normally have
other activities like w ork or sports.A student then
has to rearrange a whole week's schedule just for
one day, which affects the hours needed at w ork,
a day out with your family o r friends, o r maybe
you're missing a class you enjoy on Thursdays.
W hat is funny is the fact that many professors
cancel on rotation day due to other prior engage
ments that need to be taken care of. Although
rotation day is set up early in the year so people
can w ork around it, it still poses a big inconve
nience. Students and faculty have a tendency to
forget about such a day; hence, some people have
a free day. If the professor cancels that class, you
end up missing two classes instead of the one you.
already were supposed to miss.
W e as students are paying fo r these classes and
instead of missing one class, we are missing two.
O ur tuition enables us to receive the best educa
tion possible. Canceling two classes could be the
breaking point between passing or failing* Some
students require more class time than others. Even

graphic design... Laura Beth Witt
layout artist... Laura Beth Witt
cartoonists
Adam DeRose
writers
Toby Beahan

though many students skip classes for no apparent
reason, there are some students who value their
classes and the information they receive in them.
So we miss one day of classes. Study at home!
W e only haveTuesday-Thursday classes tw ice a
week, and if you have noticed, they are sometimes
around two hours long, whereas a MondayWednesday-Friday class only lasts for fifty min
utes. W ith rotation day, we're losing a class we
only have twice a week. W e think that if we have
snow days o r power outages o r another emer
gency that causes school to be canceled, then
rotation day should be put into effect. W hy isn't
rotation day put into effect when students miss
school because of weather? O r why isn't it put
into effect if we miss Tuesday o r Thursday classes?
W e missed certain classes the first week of school
because of Convocation; rotation day would have
been better suited to that need because some
people missed out on a class they hadn't had yet.
In conclusion, maybe students and faculty could
vote on whether or not to have rotation day. W e
[the authors] were first introduced to it last year,
and we found it to be more of an inconvenience
then helpful. If the students and faculty are sup
posed to w ork hand-in-hand with education, why
can't they w ork hand-in-hand on deciding which
classes should be missed o r not? As it stands, what
is your opinion of Rotation Day?
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James Middleton
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Special thanks to Dr. Peter Siedlecki and
Mrs. Gloria Wise for their counsel and advice.
The Ascent
Wick Center
Email ascent@daemen.edu

«r

Page 3

Political Opinions
Disclaimer: All opinions expressed on this page are those solely of the writers. They do not reflect the opinions of
the staff or advisors of this newspaper or the college as a whole.

Is W a r Really Necessary?
By Toby Beahan
In recent days, the focus of the nation and
world has been on the developing crisis between
the United States and Iraq. President Bush insists
that Iraqi president Saddam Hussein is a madman
and a threat to national security who must be
removed from power before he uses his
"weapons of mass destruction" against civilian tar
gets, o r disseminates such weapons to Al-Qaeda.
It is no secret that Hussein is a dictatorial ruler
who is well-known for abusive policies and tyran
nical actions against any perceived threat. He is a
madman, and there is little question that the Iraqi
people would be better off without him.
The question all American people should be
asking is "W hy is it our responsibility to eliminate
this infamous villain?" Since the end of the Gulf'
W ar, in which George W ’s father left Saddam in.
power, Hussein has been quiet. Iraq has languished
under crippling economic sanctions that have
inflicted incredible hardships on millions of Iraqi
citizens. W hile it is true that in the late nineties
Hussein refused to cooperate with U .N . weapons
inspectors and hampered the ongoing investiga
tion, the U.S. was using the U .N . as a cover to get
C IA operatives into sensitive areas of Iraq to con
duct espionage. It is true that Hussein seems to
hate the United States, but what reasons have we
given him not to? W hat makes us think that,?in a
region where Am erica is-extremely unpopular, any
new government would hold us in any greater
esteem? Most importantly, where is it w ritten that
on the President’s whim, Am erica has the right to
launch a major offensive to invade a sovereign
nation with the express purpose of removing that
nation’s leader?
In a speech given in Ohio a few weeks ago,
President Bush attempted to provide the
American people and Congress a rationale for

committing thousands of lives to combat in Iraq. I
had hoped when I sat down to watch our
Commander in Chief that he would provide us
with some sort of truly damning evidence against
Hussein’s regime that would validate action by the
U.S. and the world. Unfortunately the speech that
Mr. Bush delivered was filled to the breaking point
with nothing more than sweeping generalities,
scare tactics, and the typical bubbling buffoonishness that any articulate person has come to
expect when listening to our illustrious leader.
No concrete evidence was provided that could
convince me that m ilitary action is necessary o r
even warranted. W e were told that Hussein pos
sessed chemical and biological weapons in the
past and that he had used them on Iranians dur
ing that prolonged conflict. W e were not remind
ed that it was Am erica that provided those
weapons to Hussein in the first place. Perhaps the
president got a "C" in that history lesson. Bush
also repeatedly emphasized the threat of Hussein
developing a nuclear arsenal (o r as Mr. Bush
would say, nukular) and the threat of mushroom
clouds on the distant horizon. W ell Mr. President,
if you are going to use scare tactics which have no
factual basis, it would be infinitely easier to take if
you could at least say the word correctly. Nuclear
weapons have terrified people ever since they
were developed and used at the end o fW W II, but
from what I have read, and according to sources
such as the C IA , the chances of Hussein o r ter
rorists developing any nuclear weapons is slim to
none.
O ther overly general statements include
important issues such as the "large coalition of
nations" that will support U.S. m ilitary involve
ment in Iraq. Bush mentioned no specific nations.
It is no wonder as there is scant international
support, outside the loyalties ofTony Blair and the
self-interest of the Israeli government. It is true

that other nations have come on board in recent
days, but is that because of their heart-felt belief in
the cause, o r their fear of economic reprisal by the
hawks perching in the oval office?
Personally, though l am no fan of Bush, I am
most disappointed and angry with the Congress.
Congressional leadership has done nothing to
oppose Bush’s plans to side-step the real issues of
today in order to focus on manufactured threats
abroad. In what seems to be desperate action to
maintain overly inflated popularity polls from the
day after 9/11, Bush seems to be seeking another
conflict to prove his leadership ability to the
American people. This, instead of yielding to com
mon sense and tackling the economic problems
that are reflected every day in the stock market
indices.
W hat the American people should be most con
cerned about is Bush’s use of what have been
termed by inembers of the media "weapons of
mass distraction," not the somewhat nebulous and
unfounded threats that are purported to exist
within the walls of Hussein’s Presidential palaces. It
is a great disappointment to me and many of my
forward thinking friends that Congress, instead of
standing up to the President and refusing to grant
him powers to wage war, decided to follow behind
him like sheep, singing the praises of a strong exec
utive willing to stand up to foreign threats.
Congress is completely abdicating their authority
as the only body that is empowered to declare
war. George W . Bush has an agenda to first destroy
Saddam Hussein and second, to distract all atten
tion from his inept handling of domestic econom
ic policy in the days since the horrific attacks on
September 11th of last year.
The saddest part of this entire episode is the
fact that Bush and his cronies concocted this plan

(Continued on Pa ge 4 )

Citizenship in the Balance
By Wayne Brown
W hen Congress resumes from its biennial
November dance, they will be face-to-face with
controversial legislation. This is neither new, nor
exciting; rather, it is their jobs. However, this bill
will force many Congressmen to reach for their
antacid bottles.This new legislation w ill force law
makers to decide how best to ease revocation of
U.S. citizenship.
Rep. Jack Kingston, R-Ga., authored HR-5440, a
bill that basically states that not all citizens, native
o r naturalized, are worthy of U.S. citizenship. "John
W alker Lindh w ill spend 20 years in prison and go
down as one of the most notorious traitors in
American history," Congressman Kingston said.
"However, his sentencing did not include the loss
of his U.S. citizenship."
This is not an issue to be taken lightly, nor half
heartedly ignored. In Buffalo, we share a border
with Canada. Immigration is not a major issue, and
Canada is our friend. Therefore, I might contend
that to truly appreciate the immigration question,
you may need to look outside of Buffalo.
A s a form er Miami resident, I have seen and

worked with people who truly realize that being
a U.S. citizen is a stroke of luck, and none of us will
ever truly appreciate what a gift it is to be born
here. Granted, we do not have a utopian govern
ment of which we can sit in awe. O ur country is
by no means perfect, but we do have a say in how
our government runs because we have the free
dom to petition our government in times of dis
pleasure. Do you think that Iraqis can come out
and say that Saddam is a warmonger, regardless of
how they feel? Remember, he won with 100% of
the vote! Even Ronald Reagan lost 2 1/2 % of the
electoral votes in 1984, a blowout not matched by
any other modern Presidential candidate.
Mr. Kingston has the right idea.There are peo
ple that risk their very lives on a daily basis just
for an opportunity to salute the flag that our cit
izens want the constitutional right to destroy. But
stateside, people are busy consternating over
whether referring to the Lord in our country's
pledge is offensive. Americans have lost their per
spective, and I see nothing on the horizon that can
re-ignite that passion on a long-term basis.
W e live in a country where men like John Allen

Muhammad (the serial sniper) can take a rifle and
annihilate innocent citizens who are merely
engaging in day-to-day life activities. W hile it is
problematic to let judges so rt out such laws, there
are people playing judge, jury, and executioner
with complete strangers for their 15-minutes of
fame^
W hat makes our country so wonderful is diver
sity. People from across the globe have emigrated
here, and we are richer for it.W hen people move
to Am erica and offer up their life's w ork and
knowledge as a contribution to the kaleidoscope
of experience that has made us the best, it makes
Am erica even better.
If you are a citizen, appreciate how lucky you
are. Maybe if people were more afraid of citizen
ship's fragility, we would have people trying to be
better citizens. Remember, as a citizen, you are
either an asset o r a liability. If you are an asset, it
w ill show, and the country w ill reward your virtue
with the country's growth. If you are a liability to
the country, someone right now is eagerly willing
to live here in your place; you might want to think
about why.

Iraq
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and executed it to perfection, and no one from
the Congress to the American people can see
through it-The rest of the world seems to be able
to see the erro r of our thinking, but the American
people follow along blindly like sheep to the
slaughter.The saying "If we do not learn from, his
tory, we are doomed to repeat it" has more truth
to it than anyone thinks. If you were to ask most
people about the W ar Powers A ct or the Vietnam
W ar, they could probably tell you very little, but if
we are not careful we may head down the same
road again.
It is important to note, if there was any real evi
dence that American action was warranted, I
would not oppose it. I also do not claim to believe
that if there was extensive evidence that the gov
ernment would reveal it the populace, but I do
feel that they would divulge it to other world
leaders. It seems apparent that this evidence does
not exist, though, as few other nations feel action
is necessary. Bush seems to have flunked his
courses on globalization and global integration
and interdependence. His attitude seems to have
gone from "Don’t mess with Texas" to "Don’t
mess with the U.S." I would say it is more like
"Don’t mess with Bush o r his daddy o r you’ll get
blowed up."
I am no sympathizer of Hussein o r any other
dictatorial tyrant. I am opposed to committing
thousands of American lives to a baseless, unilat
eral m ilitary action that amounts to little less that
the invocation of the Monroe Doctrine upon the
entire world. I am also opposed to Am erica grant
ing excessive powers to the president, violating
our founding principles of checks and balances.
And most of all, I am opposed to thè ignorance
and ambivalence of the American people who
seem to be walking in step behind George W . who
amounts to little more than a Pied Piper leading
Am erica down the road to a potentially long and
bloody war.

Daemen Faculty Profile
Series: Karl Terryberry
By Michelle L. Smith
W hen students talk about Dr. KarlTerryberry's
classes, they frequently say, "He'll make you work,
but you'll learn a lo t" D r.Terryberry has a repu
tation for holding his students to a high standard
of excellence, which proves that he is interested
in his students' success in and out of the class
room.
Dr. Terryberry, an Assistant Professor of
English, came to Daemen two years ago. He cur
rently teaches the honors section of Comp 10 1,
Advanced English Composition, and W riting for
Health Professionals.
According to D r.Terryberry, this third class is
somewhat unusual because not many institutions
teach something so specific. Unable to find a suit
able text for the class, Dr. Terryberry received a
faculty research stipend to w rite one himself, this
past summer, he received a notice of publication
for his textbook, Advanced Writing for the Health
Professions. It will become the te xt for the class.
Dr. Terryberry now resides in Lewiston with
his wife and his daughter. He attended Houghton
College and the University of South Carolina. Dr.
Terryberry taught for 2 years at the University of
North Carolina, but he eventually became frus
trated with the south because of factors like its
hurricanes and North Carolina’s public school
system.
A t that tim e, Dr. Terryberry and his wife were
expecting a child. *W e were not willing to raise a
family down south,” he said. They eventually
returned to W estern New York. “ One thing peo
ple don't recognize about this area is the quality
of life you have here,” said Dr. Terryberry.
He added, "I lead an active lifestyle, and this is
one of the few places in the country where I
could do that affordably."
D r.Terryberry does indeed lead an active life.
He is in a curling league and plays golf, tennis and
hockey. A self-described rabid sports fan, Dr.

Terryberry attends Sabres and Bills games and
has, on occasion, been tossed out of them. He
supports the fine arts and is involved in village and
town government in Lewiston. He said, "If I'm
going to live somewhere, I want to be involved in
the decision-making process."
Dr. Terryberry's life blends academic pursuits
and other interests, and he tries to help students
do the same. He formed and now coaches a
Rugby Club at Daem en.This year, the men’s team
enjoyed a successful season finishing 4th out of 16
teams; a women’s team is still forming.
D r.Terryberry said one reason he has promot
ed rugby here is that it builds a sense of commu
nity. Noting the strong student commitment to
the Rugby Club, he said, "I think it’s been a
rewarding experience. I am so enthusiastic about
it because they’re enthusiastic about it."
"[The club] gives students a sense that they are
representing Daemen," he said.
Similarly, Dr. Terryberry is aware that his stu
dents represent him, and he is committed to stu
dents’ development. "If I try to do anything in my
classes, [it is to] establish that there is a standard
of excellence that is expected," he said. "I’ve been
told that my teaching style is Nazi-like, intimidat
ing. I’m doing this for a reason. I’m trying to estab
lish that there is a standard." He encourages stu
dents to challenge themselves, w ork hard and rep
resent Daemen well.

Travel Security, Am erican Style
By Wayne Brown
Independence Day demonstrated why the
A CLU and other such groups are
guilty of American citizens' feelings of insecurity
during travel.
W hile the warnings of te rro r lingered heavily
around all airports, many travelers feared the
prospect of threats becoming a reality on their
flight. As one of many global travelers on the
Fourth of July, fear of terrorism was definitely part
of my reality.
America is under a delusion that, flying is safer
now more than ever because the Federal
Government runs airport security. This seems to
be a false sense of trust for the American traveler.
On July 4 ,1 flew from Frankfurt, Germany to
Chicago, Illinois. The moment I got to the airport
curb in Germany, every aspect of my person and
my luggage was thoroughly scrutinized for every
body's safety. By the time I got on the plane, I
passed through eight security stations, and had my
shoes X-rayed and then examined by a German
security officer. W hen the plane Took off, the air
line knew of everything that would be flying on
their airplane that day, allowing even the most ner
vous traveler to relax considerably. One German
guard explained that the increased security was
due to threats made in regards to July 4.
Fast-forward eight hours to a completely dif
ferent w orld. From O 'H are, I had to fly into

Buffalo. A fter traveling abroad for six weeks, the
only thing Customs said to me was welcome
home. My luggage was then unceremoniously
loaded on to another plane, without any X-ray or
exam ination.The only security checkpoint I went
through was the metal detector to enter the air
port's term inal. W hen I stopped for wanding, the
security man said no bells went off, so that was
good enough to not warrant closer examination.
European airports made me empty my pockets
entirely, and felt to check. This was to protect
against non-metal weapons.
The bottom line is that flying is safer if you trav
el through Germany, Spain, o r Italy, even if you are
only flying from Chicago to New Orleans.
There can only be one reason for this lax secu
rity amid the panic of te rro r in society today.
Americans are so protective of their right to pri
vacy; they are willing to forfeit the security they
keep demanding.
W hile protection of personal privacy is a main
cornerstone to Americans' love of the constitu
tion, it seems that we have learned nothing from
9/11. President Bush declared a W ar on Terror, an
obvious necessity to most American citizens; but
why are we paying billions of dollars to fight a bat
tle Am erica is not serious about winning.
Granted the airport is not the front lines, but
citizens complain to their congress people they
want to win the W ar on Terror, but it should
not inconvenience them. The citizens launched

that salvo at our own shores by having feeling they
can dictate the path of the W ar on Terror.
Feejing secure about flying means that you can
not get your nose out of joint when security
orders you to open your bag, pr remove your
shoes. And while I don't believe that 12 year-old
children and 70 year-old women deserve the same
scrutiny that 25 year-old angry men deserve, Israel
and Palestine should be proof that anyone is capa
ble of egregious actions.
So why blame groups like the American Civil
Liberties Union? W hile they share guilt, they are
one of the main perpetrators of the American
mindset that everyone is a suspect except me, and
if I am to be examined, the A C LU w ill defend my
rights not to be examined.
American politicians should make a decision to
either surrender the war, o r fight it seriously on all
fronts, even at the airport. Am erica cannot strut
around the world like the big bully on the play
ground, then ask countries who depend on our
strength in the world to fight our batdes for us.
G et serious o r stop wasting taxpayer dollars.
A irpo rt security in the United States is a sham and
an embarrassment-Airports require people to get
to the airports early, but then the security is non
existent. I have had harder security encounters
going to Tuesday night hockey games than getting
on that plane in one of the busiest airports in the
continent. Fight to win, don't fight to not lose.
America's future is at stake.
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In M em o ry o f P ro f. M asterso n
(Continued fr o m Page 1)
interventions into other countries and the diver
sion of vast resources into the w ar industry.
Undoubtedly, his anti-war outlook owed some
thing to his harrowing experiences in W orld W ar
II.”
The classically trained Masterson is remembered
for his stoic, self-effacing demeanor, his formidable
intellect and independence, and, above all, his ded
ication to teaching. Nason sard, “ He enjoyed what
he did. He could quote poetry from memory. It
was his life.”

Shakespeare and the English language. Having him
in an office nearby was better than having the
internet available. He was always most eager to
share his knowledge. He often would ask col
leagues about information from their areas of
expertise which he thought could increase his
knowledge. A t a time and in a culture that often
does not highly value the life of learning, Prof.
Masterson embodied that life and made us all feel
that we were doing something very worthwhile.”
--James Moran (Professor of Philosophy)

“ My most enduring memories of Mr. Masterson
are related to the fact that I was imposed upon
“ Professor Masterson made his colleagues proud
him when he was department chair. I was hired by
of being in the profession of teaching. He made us
the VP for Academic Affairs on the strong recom
all feel that teaching and the life of the mind were
mendation of a professor whom she and I had in
activities that were intrinsically valuable. He was
common. He resented that and resented me for a
always willing to share his enormous knowledge of
while, as "that young upstart with all the new
ideas." He intimidated me; but he intimidated
» •••••••••••••••••••••••••••*••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••#
everyone back then. Before long we got to know
each other and he realized that when it came to
the study of literature and English usage, I was
almost as conservative as he was. W e both
believed in a solid foundation and a rational
sequence of courses and—among many other
By Darcy Smith
'
: things—that there was a proper time to employ
the pronoun "that" and the pronoun "who," and a
Less than a year ago, I was at Daemen com- : proper and significant difference between "who"
plaining of parking problems and the lack of J and "whom," and that "their" was under no cir
indoor smoking areas. But on the weekend of | cumstances a singular pronoun.
Masterson hated "dilettantes," those people
O ctober 26, I was marching around Washington ;
D C speaking out fo r peace. I was part of a nation- : whose formal involvement with the study of liter
al movement, and I was participating in j ature was superficial and casual. This is why he
Democracy.
; advocated strongly for a comprehensive examina
Let me tell you the story.
: tion to be administered to all English majors at the
A t about 2 a.m. on October 2 6 ,2 0 0 2 ,1was on | end of their sophomore and senior years and was
a bus. I looked across the aisle from me. Directly • saddened when rhe practice was termiuored in the
across from me was an elderly couple. The old : early seventies.
woman, for reasons of com fort, was leaning on I
her husband's shoulder to sleep. In the seat behind j
them was a young couple - he was probably in his j
early 20s, she her late teens.They were sleeping in :
a similar position.
*
These people, despite their age differences, •
were the same for a weekend. They were m irror :
images of one another.They united for a common j Contributed by Sara Gugliuzza and Katie
purpose.They were together to promote peace.
• Henninger
Upon our arrival in Washington, I was aWed at :
As a box of tissues was being passed around the
the number of protesters. They were gathered :
classroom,
fourth-year students anticipated the
from around the country. I saw signs that men- j
tioned M innesota, Michigan, Maine, N orth : arrival of Dr. H artw ick, the chairman of the
Carolina, Kentucky and other locations t>f origin. : Education departm ent. A wellThough many press sources sited approximately ♦ respected, tearful man walked in,
50,000 people in attendance, bus registries from • shut the doors and approached the
charter buses alone counted more than 150,000. : podium. Standing in front of the
Many protesters carried protest signs.The mes- • podium looking out at the 40 stu
sages on those signs were as varied as the people • dents, Dr. H artw ick fought back his
carrying them. One stated "No blood for oil," ; own feelings and gasped, “This is not
another "George Bush is the Threat to National : fair.” It was confirmed: Mr. Joseph J.
Security," while yet another stated "Regime j Yelich had died.
Mr.Yelich was 66 years old and
change begins at home." Speakers, including Rev. ;
Jesse Jackson, Rev.AI Sharpton and actress Susan : died unexpectedly from a massive
Sarandon, spoke of the financial and moral cost of • heart attack in his Orchard Park
a war, the plight of the Iraqi people, political pris- • home on September 15, 2002. “ He
oners and the movement to free Palestine. The : was a professional of utmost integri
crowd often chanted slogans like "no blood for j ty. He was a consummate gentleman
oil," "no w ar in Iraq," o r "Ashcroft sucks." • who was most generous of his time and talent to
Applause was thunderous.
: students and colleagues alike. His diligence and
I don't know if the protest, and those like it : commendable w ork ethic were admired and
around the country, had any effect on the political • ingrained qualities,” explained Dr. McMahon, a pro
leaders who witnessed it, but it had an effect on ; fessor in the Education Department. Mr. Yelich
those who participated in it. W e became inspired : always went well out of his way to make sure that
to organize and lobby.We learned that we weren't I every student had an equal opportunity to suc
alone in our pacifist feelings. W e learned about • ceed in his classroom.
During registration tim e, his classes were the
each other.
:
first to be filled and students would beg to be
***D arcy L Smith, class of 2002, is a form er Ascent • added into his class. Education department profes
editor/w riter and served as president of the : sor Dr. Shields remembered how Mr.Yelich would
Student Association. She is currently working as a : like to talk about the students and what they were
journalist for Johnson News Services in northern • doing and how excited he always sounded about
New York.***
j passing on his valuable knowledge to them.

Alumna at
anti-war r a lly !

I guess I felt proudest of my association with
John back in about 1975, when the core and the
entire curricular structure was undergoing a
change. Because we could see little m erit in the
changes, John and I werfe accused of being "grandfatherly" in our attitudes. In recent years, John was
not as militant as he once was; but I w ill always
remember him as having been very important to
my formation as a college professor.”
—Peter Siedlecki (Professor of English)
“ I was lucky enough to have had the opportunity
to take four classes with Mr. Masterson. I was, and
continue to be, inspired by Mr. Masterson's intelli
gence, passion for his w ork and compassion.”
—Darcy L Smith (Class of 2002)
“One day I was sitting in my office when I heard a
tremendous crash. I ran next door to John's office
to find that one of his bookshelves had fallen over
(students will remember how heavily laden they
were). He'd set one book too many on it. I helped
him straighten up a bit, but that's pretty much
how things stayed for a good long time: a big pile
of books with John sitting in the middle. He just
took up residence wherever there was room and
didn't let much get in his way. A ll he really needed
was a chair and enough room to prop up
Shakespeare. W hen he semi-retired and switched
offices, I helped him pack up his books. W e had
about 50 boxes of books to dispose of and anoth
er dozen or so of those he wanted to keep. Some
of them went back forty years. They're still there
in those boxes in his office.”
—Shirley Peterson (Professor of English)
Thank you to Dr. Robert Morace for providing the bio
graphical information.

Education Departm ent
M ourns Professor
Mr.Yelich was a highly respected member of the
educational community. Mr.Yelich retired in 1991
as director of Special Education for the Orchard
Park School D istrict. He was a volunteer reader
for the Niagara Frontier Radio Reading Service.
He coached hockey at Orchard Park High School
and W est Seneca East High School. He was also
the football coach at W est Seneca
East High School and a coach for
the W estern New York Special
Olympics. “ Mr. Yelich was an exem
plar of caring and commitment to
teaching and learning. If you look in
a dictionary for the word honor
able, you would find a picture of
Joseph Yelich,” said Dr. Fox, associate
professor of the Education depart
m ent
No one will ever be able to fill his
shoes and “ he w ill never be
replaced,” as Dr. H artw ick told us
the first day back to class after the funeral. The
section of Mr.Yelich's Special Education Practicum
Class has meshed together with Dr. H artw ick’s
section. The students and faculty decided there
woufd be no replacement and Mr. Yelich's salary
would be donated as a scholarship fund. As all 40
seniors pile into our respective classrooms every
Monday and Wednesday, we continue to follow Mr.
Yelich’s syllabus, do w ork as planned and try to
continue on the way he would have wanted us to.
A ll the students have discussed and confirmed we are so lucky that God let us borrow one pf his
angels for as long as he did.
A tree will be planted on campus in the spring
in memory of Mr.Joseph J.Yelich because he always
stood tall.

Univera BuddyCheck 2
By Antoinette DelBel
On Tuesday, O ctober 15, Paula Hibbard, a reg
istered nurse at Univera Healthcare, spoke about
Univera BuddyCheck 2 for breast cancer aware
ness month, which took place in the month of
October.
Univera BuddyCheck 2 is a program sponsored
by Univera Healthcare and W G R Z -TV (Channel
2). This nationally recognized program promotes
breast cancer awareness and . early detection. In
W estern New York alone, the program has helped
to save a number of women's lives.
The BuddyCheck is a simple process that
involves choosing a buddy and reminding her to
give herself a breast self-examination on the sec
ond day of every month.
According to the American Cancer Society, one
in eight women will develop breast cancer during
her lifetime. Chances increase as you grow older.
That is why it is important to make monthly
breast self-examinations a habit.
The breast self-examination is only one part of
the BuddyCheck program. O ther parts include
breast examinations by a physician and routine
screening mammography for women between the
ages of 40-75.
Hibbard, registered nurse at Univera

Healthcare, gave out pamphlets during the pre
sentation to show women how to properly con
duct a breast self-examination.
Check for any cancerous lumps in your breasts,
first in the shower, and second, lying down on
your back.Third, while standing nude in front of a
m irror, check for any changes in the shape o r con
tour of your breasts and look for discharge from
the nipples, which may be a sign of breast cancer.
Fourth, examine the area between the breast and
underarm. A ll steps are done with the pads of
your fingers in a firm circular, wedge, or vertical
motion.
"I wouldn't poke myself like that," yelled a
member of the audience, not realizing how firmly
you have to press on each breast to detect any
lumps.
Hibbard emphasized how important it is to
know your own, individual body because every
one's is different. "You are the best advocate for
yourselves and your health," she said. 'Things
change [on your body] so you really have to know
if anything is unchanged."
"Just remember, you have to take care of your
selves because no one else is going to do that for
you," said Hibbard.
For additional information on breast cancer,
visit the websites buddycheck2.com or womenshealth.org.

Mix Girls and Boys in the
Classroom? You Decide
By Brittany Cozad
Let me begin by saying that I am a fem inist Now
that doesn’t mean I burn my bra o r hate all men. It
means that I believe in the social, economic, and
political equality of all women. But before taking
the course Sociology of Women at Daemen this
semester, I perceived feminists in a negative way.
This class has opened my eyes and ears to cur
rent women’s issues about which I have formed
strong, opinions. Therefore, when my professor
gave me the o.k. to use this course for credit for
the honors program, I was pleasantly surprised
when she asked me to choose a women’s issue
that intrigued me, research that topic, publish my
findings in our school newspaper and conduct a
survey based on opinions 1 get from you, the stu
dents. The topic: should girls and boys be together
in the classroom o r are single-sex schools the way
to go?
A s a graduate of Mount Mercy Academy, I think
it is obvious which side of the argument I’m on.
Personally, I believe that attending an all-girls
school was one of the most rewarding experi
ences I’ve ever had. I never had to think twice
about how I looked in the morning and definitely
felt more at ease in the classroom than I had when
I attended public schools.
"Going to an all-girls school benefited me
because I was able to put aside petty things that
would have distracted me from school," said
Ashley Connors, class of ’05.
Research has shown that girls in single-sex
schools have more confidence in the classroom
than they would in a co-ed school. The Harvard
School of Education and The American Association
of University Women have also concluded that
teachers tend to call on boys four times more
often than girls in the classroom. I also noticed
during my high school years that my grades were
better than when I attended public schools. It has
been noted that girls* grade point averages are
higher in single-sex science and math courses.

But what do you have to say about these sta
tistics, girls? If you went to a co-ed school, do you
feel like you were overlooked and distracted in
class? Sophomore Dana Haug said, "It was very
distracting because you couldn’t concentrate in
class because you were w orried about what the
boys would think if you gave answers in class."
However, she pointed out that by having both
sexes in school, she would get different opinions
on different subjects. Jessica Tedeschi, class of '04,
stated that having boys in the classroom "chal
lenged me intellectually to keep up with the guys
in class."
And what about the social aspects of attending
co-ed schools? Did girls like me miss out on social
opportunities with guys, not just in the classroom
but outside it as well? Yes, it’s true that during my
high school years, my circle of friends consisted
mainly of girls but was that wrong? Tedeschi said,
"My closest friends from high school that I have
stayed in touch with are boys."
So did I miss out? I want to know what you
think girls, because I know I can’t be the only
Daemen student who has an opinion on this issue.
1) If you went to an all-girls school, was it benefi
cial to your education and how?
2) If you went to a co-ed school, were you dis
tracted in the classroom and overlooked at times
by your teachers?
3) Did going to an all-girls school make you feel
like you missed out on social opportunities with
guys?
In the next issue of The Ascent, I will publish my
findings based on what you told me and compare
it with additional research done on this debated
topic. And to all the guys, don’t feel that you’re
excluded from this survey. I want your opinions as
well. The more results I get, all the better for my
project and your awareness on this issue.
Please email responses to bcozad@daemen.edu.
Thank you!

Throughout the year, T h e A scen t
will be reviewing businesses in the
Snyder area in an effort to intro
duce students to the wide variety of
establishments around campus. Be
sure to check them out for yourself!

Chochkey’s:
Unique Gifts
Galore
By Nina Zehr
Am I the only one who absolutely hates shop
ping malls? Sure, the lights and decorations are
pretty, but waiting in endless lines, forcing my way
through aisles and always having to search out
store personnel is not my idea of a good tim e. O f
course, trying to find unique items for myself is no
picnic either. Those of you who share this senti
ment should stop in at Chochkey’s the next time
you need to find an original gift, o r simply need to
treat yourself.
Self-described as a "one of a kind gift and home
interior consignment shop," Chochkey’s is located
at 4553 Main Street within easy walking distance
from Daemen. I was reminded of my grandmoth
er’s living room as soon as I entered; the scent of
potpourri fills the air, classical music plays softly in
the background, and the space bursts with color
ful decorations and knickknacks.AII of the fixtures
are hand-painted and dried flow er arrangements
occupy any empty space. Chochkey’s is clearly no
shopping mall.
O f course, it’s not a discount store either.The
majority of the items are hand-made and handpainted by the owner, Michelle W hite, and other
local artists. The quality and creativeness of the
merchandise justifies the prices, which are some
times high. However, there is still a large selection
of reasonably priced items.
Especially interesting are the small votive hold
ers made of frosted glass and decorated with gen
uine flowers, which are somehow held in position
through a firing process. These beautiful holders
w ill only cost you $6.95 and are well worth the
co st Also attractive is the selection of jewelry,
which is all hand-made and truly original. In addi
tion, there is a wide assortment of adorable
Christmas ornaments, delicate picture frames,
painted wine glasses, and decorative plates.
Some of the more expensive items are still
worth looking a t There are gorgeous scarves
made of Italian yarn and mohair, priced at $40.
Among my personal favorites were the purses
made out of decorated cigar boxes and lined with
various materials. Again, college students may gasp
at the price tags (which run anywhere from $50
to $75), but you are not going to find items like
this anywhere else, guaranteed.
Simply shopping for a gift isn’t the only reason
you need to stop in at Chochkey’s. It can also pro
vide a kind of escape. I was amazed at how quick
ly the small space enveloped me, making me for
get the traffic whizzing by outside. W hether you
need a gift o r simply want to look around, the staff
will be happy to welcome you into their cozy, col
orful World. I was almost disappointed when I had
to step back out into the comparative dinginess of
Main Street.
Chochkey’s hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.Tuesday
through Friday, and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.
Make the time to stop in.You’re guaranteed to find
something to fit your budget and your personal
style.
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Freshmen
Speak

Dating Violence Theater at
Daemen

(Continued fr o m Pa ge ! )
more fully, the length of the class periods, difficul
ty in using blackboard and too much reading. A
few students expressed that the theme of sustain
ability is too broad and that the course tries to
cover too many topics.
Although over half of the students surveyed said
they do not like attending the small group session,
others listed it as their favorite part of the class,
especially because of their professors and the
good discussion.
The responses suggest that IN D 101 may be
meeting at least some of its goals. The course
intended to introduce freshmen to faculty and stu
dents, especially those outside of one’s major. O f
the 72 responses, 49 students said that they had
been introduced to faculty members through IN D
101. Fifty-three freshmen met new students in
either the small group or large group sessions.
IN D 101 also stresses participation in class dis
cussions, and 58 students felt that their small
group instructor encouraged discussion.
However, other course objectives remain unful
filled. The IN D 101 syllabus says that the course
serves as an “introduction to college life in gener
al, and to Daemen in particular,” but only 9 people
thought that this was happening.
“ I have been completely disappointed in the
class and I have been repeatedly convinced of its
unimportance to our curriculum,” said Brittany
LaBarge.
Several freshmen stated that IN D 101 should
not be continued in the future; a few others called
for changes to the course.
Angelica Marlatt said,“ I think that IN D is a good
idea, but make it more interesting and useful.”
*lt is important to note that faculty who are
involved with IN D 101 have told The Ascent that
they are aware of these concerns and assure stu
dents that changes will be made in the future*

Who’s Who at
Daemen
Dr. Blake Thurman's profile was mistakenly omitted
from the Who's Who section in the October edition of
The Ascent We apologize to him for this oversight

By Marcie Peterson
domestic violence = physical abuse between part
ners who are living together

dating violence = physical abuse between people
who are not living together, such as a boyfriend
and girlfriend.
During every fall semester over the past four
years, Daemen College has offered its students a
chance to learn about violent relationships. On
Thursday, O ctober 17, Equalogy of Bloomsburg,
Pennsylvania presented Play Rights Dating Violence
Theater: Four Hearts Changing, written and directed
by W . August Schulenburg and Heather DyasFried.
Equalogy is a not-for-profit organization that
promotes social change and expands awareness
about issues of equality and violence against
women. The Equalogy staff has a combined 60
years of experience in fields dealing with sexual
assault and domestic violence. The Play Rights
actors have been trained in these subjects; they
are professional actors and college graduates.
In Four Hearts Changing, there are four collegeaged characters: Lizzie, Brian, Matt and Erica; the
only props used are four chairs and some books.
The play starts out at the. beginning of
the characters' junior year with best friends Matt
and Brian at a party trying to pick up best friends
Erica and Lizzie.
As the play continues, the four become friends,
and eventually Erica and Matt begin dating. Soon
after Matt and Erica move in together, he becomes
physically abusive towards Erica. Throughout the
play Lizzie and Brian tease each other back and
forth, but Lizzie soon begins to be emotionally
abusive towards Brian.
If you did not attend the performance, then you
will have to wait until next fall to find out what
happens.
Heather Dyas-Fried, co-w riter and co-director
of Equalogy’s plays, believes theater is a better way
to get across to people the dangers of dating vio
lence rather than just talking o r lecturing about it.
Dyas-Fried also plays Erica in Four-Hearts
Changing. She provided each audience member
with a program/pamphlet loaded with information
on dating violence.
This is a very sensitive subject, and I applaud
Equalogy and what they do; I hope that others do
the same.

CRISIS SERVICES
834-3131

(24 Hours a Day)

All statistical and factual information provided by
EQUALOGY, Inc., Copyright 1997. Used with permisN am e: Blake Thurman
T itle : Executive D irector of Academic Support
Services
O ffice location: Duns Scotus 126
W hy m ight a student w ant o r need to
com e see you?:There are many reasons, includ
ing adds/drops, referrals, grade appeals, fellowship
information, registration, discussing majors or
courses, finding your advisor and getting things
signed. I also enjoy meeting the students and help
ing them solve problems.
A dvice for D aem en students: * Remember it’s YO U R education!
* Be prepared and on time.
* Enjoy education.
* There are many ways to solvç problems. Don’t
give Up half-way!
Favorite D aem en activity o r m om ent:
* working with students and helping them solve
problems
* improving the institution

Did you know...?
90% of victims are females
95% of perpetrators are males

FOUR MAIN TYPES OF ABUSE IN RELATION
SHIPS:
1. verbal abuse (yelling, screaming)
2. emotional abuse (criticizing, threatening,
manipulating emotions)
3. physical abuse (punching, kicking, choking, bit
ing)
4. sexual abuse (any unwanted sexual contact)

HOW CAN YOU HELP A FRIEND?
If a friend tells you that she is being abused, you
can help her by just listening and believing what
she says. Be helpful and supportive. Let her
know that she is not to blame, and help build
her self-esteem. Encourage her to meet with a
professional; give her the number for a domes
tic violence hotline. Respect the decisions she
makes, and do not pressure her to do what you
think she should do. Be patient and realize that
this process may take time.

WOULD YOU KNOWWHATTO DO IF SOME
ONE IS BEING ABUSIVE?
Challenge the person in a nonviolent manner,
and let him know that you have a problem with
his behavior. However, if his victim has confided
in you, do not give him this information; that
could create more danger for the victim. Also,
do not step into a violent situation; call the
police instead.
If you or someone you know is in an abusive
situation, the following information can h elp ...

COUNSELORS
Dr. Eileen Joyce, MA, MSW, CSW , Ph.D,
Psychotherapist
33 Mt.Vernon Road (directly across the street
from Daemen's front lawn)
Am herst, N Y 14226
839-4471
Joanne Cannavo, MSSA, C SW
4548 Main Street Suite 10
Am herst, N Y 14226
839-6504
Deloris Fields, MSW, C SW
837-7878
Ms. Fields will come on campus and meet with
students in a private setting.
Anne Gilles-Thomas, Ph.D Clinical Psychology
6265 Sheridan D r
W illiam sville, N Y 14221
626-9016

Ice-T came to Daemen
By Jennifer Swan
On November 4, actor, rapper and social com
mentator Ice-T came to Daemen College to give
a lecture. Ice-T, who plays Det.Tutuola on Law &
O rder: Special Victim s Unit, spoke on a variety of
subjects, from his personal life to politics.
Ice-T prefaced his speech by warning the audi
ence that he would be using language that some
people might find offensive. He told the audience
if they were going to get offended by anything
they should "get offended by homelessness,AIDS,
going off to war."
During his lecture, Ice-T noted that people have

called him racist and sexist and accused him of
glamorizing violence. He denied all three accusa
tions. Regarding violence, Ice-T said, "I've been
through it and I w rite stories about it"
Ice-T said he is not sexist but that he does talk
about sex. He discouraged people from entering
into a relationship and trying to change the other
person. He compared this to U.S. foreign policy:
"W e're inflicting our beliefs on other people."
Ice-T closed with a hopeful message for the
audience: "If I can do it [be successful], there's no
excuse to fail." He also asked people to reflect on
everything he had said. "Don't think everything I
think 'cause then only one of us is thinking."
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING

The Daemen English Club on their trip to
Cooperstown, NY, the home of James Fenimore
Cooper.
Ice-T visits Daemen, speaking hope and
truth unto our nation’s youth.

Daemen Resident Assistants enjoying Daemen
activities.

Boobar participants partaking in the Halloween
Group Costume contest.

Daemen residents decorated their
halls for Halloween.
Fake car crash for AA (Alcohol Awareness) week,
select Daemen students are diagnosed with fake
injuries.

Photography courtesy o f Chris Malik, Michelle Smith, and Bruce Marzahn

President’s New House Creates Stir
By Brittany Cozad
As the spring semester began, it seemed stu
dents couldn’t even walk to their first class
without hearing the uproar over the hews of
Daemen’s new "Presidential Palace," to quote
the title from The Buffalo News article referring
to the purchase of a new home for Daemen
President Martin J. Anisman.
As The News reported, the new 9,220
square-foot mansion, not far from Anisman’s
present home, is assessed at $1 million and
contains 10 bedrooms and 6 1/2 bathrooms.
The paper also reported that Daemen paid
$650,000 for the 4 l/2-acre property.
Many members of the Daemen community
had read the article in The News, and com
ments were flying from every direction ranging
from "Nice to know where my tuition money

goes" to "W hat does he need six and a half
bathrooms for?" Students expressed concern
that tuition would be raised because of the new
purchase and questioned why this property was
needed in the first place.
President Anisman stated, "If I were a student,
I would feel the same way." Anisman assures stu
dents that their tuition will not pay for the
house; if tuition does rise in the future, it will
have nothing to do with the new home.
Anisman referred The Ascent to another arti
cle on the purchase of his new home: "A good
deal done for Daemen" in Buffalo Business First.
This article clarified that the sale price of
Anisman’s current home will be put towards the
cost of the new house. The remaining balance
will come from donations and gifts from outside
sources.
A few Daemen students mentioned their con

fusion about the facts behind the purchase due
to the article published in The Buffalo News.
Genie Rohl was uncertain about the whole sit
uation when she read the article. "However,
after reading further about this, I realized how
the house will be involved with Daemen and I
hope it’s a great benefit to the college."
Brian Macey, class of ’05, supports the pur
chase of the home. "I think the purchase of the
new house can only be an asset to the school
as long as it is utilized wisely.This is also a great
opportunity for the school to expand due to
the land lock situation the school is located in."
Macey also felt it was important to note that
the school received the house for an amount
that is much less than its retail value.
Humanities professor Dr. Charles Sabatino

(Continued on Page 4)

Daemen Changes PT Program
By Antoinette DelBel
Until recently, the entry-level degree for
physical therapists was at the baccalaureate
level. However, as of December 3 1, 2002, all
accredited programs must be at the master’s
o r doctoral level. According to Daemen
Professor Michael Brogan, Chair of Physical
Therapy, programs that fail to comply would
lose their accreditation.
Currently, most accredited institutions pro
vide a Masters of Science in Physical Therapy.
But as the demands relative to the field
increase, so do the requirements of students
graduating from Daemen.
In March 2001, Daemen made the transition
to an entry-level Doctorate in Physical Therapy
[D PT]. It is the 43rd school in the United
States to transition to this type of program.

As of January 2003, Daemen is also offering a
Transitional Doctorate in Physical Therapy.
Physical therapists with either a B.S. or M.S.
degree can now return to Daemen to complete
their doctoral requirements.
An entry-level degree allows someone to
practice a profession as a first degree. The
Transitional DPT is for individuals with a degree
in PT who choose to further pursue additional
professional knowledge and skills.
In the entry-level Doctor of Physical Therapy
program, students must commit to six years of
study including two summers to accumulate a
total of 199 credits. A t the completion of their
fourth year, students receive a Bachelor of
Science in Natural Science Degree. After com
pleting their sixth year, students then receive a
Doctor in Physical Therapy Degree.
Brogan noted that students graduating with a

doctorate degree w ill better meet the needs of
patients in today’s practice environments.
"O ur D PT program is a tremendous asset for
the college and the community," he said. "I think
in three o r four years, all the PT schools in the
country will be at the doctorate level. [...] So
that means all the practicing physical therapists
that don’t have their doctorate w ill feel com
pelled to go back and get it."
Competition in the profession may arise
between physical therapists who do and don’t
have a doctorate. "Those who don’t have a doc
torate [in PT] may be inclined to return to
school - I might have more of a cutting edge
over them," said Chris DePasquale, a fourth
year PT major.

(Continued on Page 6)

Daemen to Change Core Curriculum
By Michelle L. Smith
In the fall of 2003, students entering Daemen
College will face a new core curriculum.
W hereas the present core emphasizes specific
disciplines like math and history, the new core
will measure seven competencies such as criti
cal thinking and communication skills.The core
will also have a service learning component.
The new core will be implemented in stages
over the next four years. N ext fall during the
first phase of implementation, three kinds of
courses will be offered for core credit: compo
sition, the First Year Experience (FYE) class, and
linked courses.
O f these three, Daemen already offers com
position classes and the FYE class. That leaves
the linked courses to be developed. These are

classes linked together by a common theme; the
classes examine this theme from the perspec
tives of different disciplines.
The Committee on Interdisciplinary Studies
(CIS) is in the process of receiving proposals for
linked courses for the coming academic year.
"The proposals that are being submitted are
very creative and should prove to be extremely
interesting to the student population," said
Professor Linda Kuechler who serves on the
CIS.
One proposal is for a linked course that
would examine contemporary social issues like
genetic engineering and abortion. Students
would take one 3-credit class that would
approach the topic from a scientific perspective
and another 3-credit class that would examine
the ethical questions involved. Information
learned in one class would be applicable to dis

cussions in the other class, allowing students to
come to a more complete understanding of the
topic.
Therefore, the new core will help students
gain a multidisciplinary perspective on different
topics.
Dr. David Jaynes of the Natural Science
Departm ent was on the committee that
designed the core. "It will allow professors the
opportunity to better assist students in making
connections of seemingly unrelated concepts,
and, therefore, will help students view the world
as a continuum and not as isolated topics," he
said.
Jaynes feels that the new core will be very
positive for both students and faculty. He said
that for students the core "will help ease the

(Continued on Page 4)
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Opinions and Editorials
W h eelch air Accessibility: Is
Daem en’s Code G ood Enough?
By James Middleton, Kristen Polakiewicz,
Jeffrey Schneider and Kimberly Sciolino
Last Tuesday, our SED 364 class had the oppor
tunity to experience what it is like to ride around
the campus in wheelchairs in the role of a disabled
person. W e were very surprised, in fact shocked,
to discover just how little Daemen College is
wheelchair accessible.
Have you ever taken the time and actually
thought about how a person who has to travel in
a wheelchair could get around Daemen? Most
students and staff members use their legs to sprint
around the campus, and those who are just plain
lazy use the elevators.Yet for someone confined to
a wheelchair, the things we take for granted
become a huge opposition.You might not know it,
but Daemen does not really make itself accessible
to the handicapped.The campus is supposed to be
up to code, but is the code really good enough?
On Tuesday, students in the class split up into
groups to test the accessibility of different areas
around campus. O ur first finding was the
restrooms in Duns Scotus. Only one bathroom on
the ground floor was accessible to the handi
capped. On the second and third floors, there was

no accessibility whatsoever. In order to enter the
restrooms, as everyone knows, there is not one
but two doors to get through. Trying to get the
wheelchair through the first door was a feat in
itself; by the time we finally faced the second door,
we nearly gave up. W hat if a person who was dis
abled had no choice but to use this restroom? He
or she would be frustrated and it could lead to
embarrassment that really did not need to hap
pen. Plus, not everyone happens to have class on
the ground floor of Duns Scotus, so what would
that person do the majority of the time? Would
taking an elevator to the ground floor be neces
sary? This was also the case upstairs in W ick,
where there was no way a person with a wheel
chair could fit into the restroom because the
entrance was too narrow.
Now, you are probably wondering why can’t a
disabled person in a wheelchair just use the eleva
tors? There are two elevators in Duns Scotus and
a ramp that leads to the wheelchair accessible
bathroom.That ramp is almost impossible to nav
igate. In fact, since the gym happens to be in
that direction, if you wanted to do something in
there, you would be tired out by the time you got
there because going up that ramp takes so much
out of you.You have to grab the rail and pull your-

Mix Girls and Boys in the
Classroom?: Your Answers
By Brittany Cozad
First of all, I would like to thank those who par
ticipated in my study last semester concerning pri
vate and public education institutions. W ithout
your opinions and taking the time to fill out my
surveys, this project would not have been possible.
When I began this study, I believed there was no
changing my mind that single-sex high schools
were the best way to educate young women. I also
expected many participants to agree that attend
ing an all-girls’ school would have benefited their
education more than going to a co-ed school.
However, I was proved wrong in both cases. This
study forced me to realize that not every woman
can excel in a single-sex environment; every indi
vidual has her own preference as to how she wish
es to be educated. 67% of the women surveyed
stated that attending a single-sex private school
did not or would not have made a difference in
their education. Many of these same participants
commented on the importance of male and female
interaction in and outside the classroom because
it prepared them for the outside world. The most
common statements on the surveys dealt with
"the world being co-ed" and that attending private
schools "sheltered girls from the real world." Therefore, only a handful of students believed
that attendance at an all-girls’ school benefited or
would have benefited their education more. These
results surprised me since I had always been under
the impression that public schools were distract
ing and always favored males over the females in
the classroom. Only 22% of students who attend
ed public schools said they were distracted by the
boys and 17% recalled the teachers calling on
males more than females.
W ith these results, it became obvious where
female Daemen students stand on the issue of sin

gle-sex education. However, there is still conflict
ing research regarding public and all-girls’
schools. Beth Krieger, who wrote an article for
the Calhoun Chronicle, stated, "Despite what sin
gle-sex schools would like us to believe, girls can
excel in coeducational settings...w here all stu
dents are encouraged to participate in discussion,
hands-on experimentation, and team projects."
Krieger believes a female student’s achievement
in the classroom has to do with class size and the
expectations of society and family.
Wendy Babbit has a different opinion on mix
ing the sexes in schools. In an interview study she
conducted, many of the participants believed
enrollment in all-girl schools were increasing
because of self-esteem issues and the difficulty
women have competing with men in the class
room. Habbit also believes that certain myths
about all-girls’ schools cause individuals to be
wary of single-sex settings. Many people believe
girls won’t have an active social life and that the
cost of a private school is too expensive.
Personally, I always had a busy life outside of
school that did include boys at many times, and I
as well as many others received financial aid
throughout the four years we spent at our pri
vate all-girls’ school.
Regardless of the research, the question of
w hether public o r private schools educate
women better will hever be answered. It is
important though to recognize and acknowledge
the research out there on this issue because it
may be helpful one day when »you decide where
you want your daughters to be educated. It is also
vital to listen to others’ opinions on this debate,
and perhaps after reading what I have told you in
these articles, your belief on this issue has
changed like mine has.

self up the entire way. There used to be a lift that
a disabled person could get on, but it no longer
works and looks to have been that way for quite
some time. The elevator on the west side of the
school is not even big enough for two wheelchairs
to fit in, or for that matter, a person in a wheel
chair and an aide to help out. It is just too small.
Daemen’s library was a little hard to navigate
around. W e did like, that the library had a lift so
someone could get there easily, but the problem
that presented itself was how to get to the top
and bottom floors.W ith only stairs to lead one to
these areas, how could a person search for a cer
tain item? This was a topic of discussion that was
brought up by a student in our class. A lot of the
audiovisual equipment is on that top floor in the
library. How could a person in a wheelchair hope
to use it if they cannot get up there? Would some
one be willing to bring that equipment downstairs
for you, as well as bringing certain books that you
needed? W hat if you did not know the exact book
you were looking for and just wanted to browse
around? This would pose a huge inconvenience.
The only thing that we can say in defense of the
library is that the school is planning to build a new

(Continued on Page 7)
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Do Not Blame Peacekeepers
For Inciting W a r
By Wayne Brown
The world seems eager to be politically correct,
and sensibly stupid. There are protestors through
out the world claiming that the United States is
evil' and wrong and leading uS into global Conflict.
There is one key fact here that should not be
ignored.AII Saddam has to do is disarm his missiles
and "World W ar 3" comes to a screeching halt.
There is no need to call Bush a terrorist or a mad
man; just focus your anger the right way.
Remember, if Saddam can document that he has
done what the world has asked and Bush is still
saber rattling, Bush is figured out. However, if
there is documentation and Bush, Powell and Rice
say that they have achieved victory and our forces
can Stand down, then Bush was truly interested in

creating a better and safer world for everyone,
even United States citizens.
Remember, it was about a year ago that
Americans were calling Bush a warmonger for
being involved with situations in Afghanistan. The
cries were the same: American troops are going
to die, it is none of our business despite 9/11, and
the rest of the pablum we hear from the blinding
peaceniks. Bush understood that sometimes if you
want peace, you have to be able to kick a little ass.
Because of that, women in Afghanistan can now
learn to read. O r do women's rights end at our
shoreline?
Does anyone truly want w ar right now? W ith
the exception of some militia members in
Montana, not really. However, if the United States
built up from 9/11 to be nothing but a paper tiger,

our shores would spill American blood once again.
Please keep in mind that what you think are your
best interests are not necessarily the country's
right at the moment. W e can hope that we don't
end up in a military situation, but JFK gave 12
hours for the Russians to get their missiles out of
our hemisphere.
The countdown is on. W ill the people in Iraq
take down their missiles? Don't blame Bush for
Saddam's actions. If anything, Bush has been too
patient, not too eager for war.
Understand that peace has a cost.W e might not
like to believe that, but it is true. All of history's
great leaders have understood it. I hope that
someday everyone w ill; that more than anything
could bring global peace.

Party1s Over for the U N
By Wayne Brown
There is a big party going on. All the academics
across the globe are attending. They are sitting
around sipping coffee, smoking cigarettes, waxing
philosophic in their intellectual highbrow way.
And their conversations are regularly and openly
assailing the hosts of the party. W ho is hosting
the party? We are! The United States of America!
It is long past time the United States realizes
that their role in the United Nations is to play
host to a party where all the party goers hate us.
The United States sacrifices time, money, and real
estate to protect an organization that openly
repudiates any time a First W orld Country must
initiate action to protect its own borders, unless
of course the UN is ordering US troops into
Somalia, Bosnia, or somewhere else to cover the
UN's uselessness.
If the W ar on Terror, has taught us anything, it
has taught us that the world's compassion for the
United States was a superficial compassion bound
only by a fear that we would no longer protect
the interests of our "Sallies" when their militaries
could not protect their own countries. Now that
we are on the horizon of taking action to uproot
a major contributor to global terror, the UN and

specifically France and Germany of all countries,
are telling us we are wrong. Does France not
realize that without the United States, they would
have been Southwest Germany?
Simply put, much like the League of Nations,
the United Nations had its time and place. The
League of Nations could not prevent W orld W ar
II in large part because of Neville Chamberlain's
weakness. Now Kofi Annan is proving he cannot
handle navigating the tumultuous waters of the
W ar on Terror. This is the most crucial time for
the future of the UN, and they seem complacent
in letting the organization turn into the bad
punch line of a horrible joke. It is crucial that the
world learns from the history that made the
League of Nations nothing more than a lesson for
7th grade social studies.
As Ronald Reagan said, "If history teaches any
thing, it teaches self-delusion in the face of
unpleasant facts is folly." The world seems eager
to condemn the United States to the role of
"Rogue Nation" while idealizing Iraq into some
sort of victim being picked on by the big, bad bully
of the W estern Hemisphere. President Bush and
the United States are focused and committed to
global peace, but not at the cost of our own safe
ty*

People keep saying we are rushing into war.
However, the simple fact is that we have taken too
long. The element of surprise has vanished. When
we attack might be a surprise, but the country is
simply waiting around for it to happen. That is not
fair to our soldiers putting their lives on the line.
The party has gone on too long. As a taxpayer,
I am tired of hosting a party when the guests do
nothing but throw rocks through our windows.
The keg is dry, the food is gone and the party is
over.
This does not mean the end of global coalitions.
Something w ill probably grow out of the fiery
embers of the United Nations, but it w ill be some
thing where intelligence and common sense are
allowed in the same room.To be an effective peace
broker, you must know and understand the play
ers on both sides. Chamberlain trusted H itler not
to invade Poland, Annan believes that the US is
more culpable for the current actions than
Hussein is. It is fine for him to believe that, but we
don't need to sit through such insults.
The UN has been a fun experiment. If they are
as legitimate as they think they are, they will sur
vive United States withdrawal. Let's find out if they
are truly global peace brokers, or just wasting the
world's time.

W hy Protect the Environment?
By Toby Beahan
A t the close of 2002, we saw the repercussions
of a catastrophic oil spill that occurred off the
coast of Spain. When a tanker was breached dur
ing an offshore storm, it began to seep millions of
gallons of crude oil into the aquatic ecosystem off
that Spanish coast Most of the oil sank to the
ocean floor trapped with the tanker where it was
impossible to recover and would certainly leak
into the area surrounding the wreck. One positive
note - some scientists speculated that due to the
extreme depth of the w reck, the oil might remain
on the ocean floor and solidify without causing any
greater environmental devastation than had

already occurred.
The environment of today’s world is not in ter
ribly good shape, contrary to the overly opti
mistic findings of Danish statistician and environ
mental researcher Bjorn Lomborg, author of the
controversial book The Skeptical Environmentalist.
Lomborg uses UN , W orld Bank, and other inter
national organizations’ figures to demonstrate
through statistical evidence and extrapolations
based on possible technological advancements
that the state of the earth’s environment is not
nearly as dire as many environmental groups
would have us believe. The unfortunate part of
Lomborg’s w ork is that he uses only the most
optimistic figures available, which can be mislead

ing in an objective appraisal of today’s environ
ment.
* Should people be concerned about the envi
ronment? W ill we have enough resources in the
future? Are we really in as bad shape as we are led
to believe? The easy answers that are supported
by Lomborg are No, Yes, No. These answers only
hold true for the immediate future though. Do we
really want to exploit the environment to its
breaking point and leave nothing for our children
and the generations to come? Such short-sighted
ness will end up doing a grave disservice to our
selves, our children, and our planet. Every day,

( Continued on Page 4)
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Core
Curriculum

Faculty Profile Series
A New Face for the
Psychology Department:
Dr. Colleen Kashino

(Continued fro m Page 1)
transition from high school into college, socially
and academically." For faculty, the new core may
provide opportunities for team teaching. It will
allow more faculty to become involved in teaching
core courses and to share their expertise.
Humanities professor Dr. Charles Sabatino sup-^
ports the interdisciplinary and student-centered
approach of the new core, but he also addressed
several concerns, such as how one measures com
petencies.
"Competencies are what students are capable
of developing," Sabatino said. "I don’t believe that
if you take a close look at competencies, they are
measurable in the ways people are used to mea
suring content."
Each required course in the core must address
one of the seven competencies. "Competencies
are not as separable as people think they are,"
Sabatino said. "When will we start thinking inter
competencies?"
Professor Kuechler of the CIS, however, believes
that the structures are in place to measure com
petencies. When proposing a course to the CIS, a
faculty member must state which core competen
cy will be addressed, the learning objectives that
will address that competency, and methods of
assessment.
The core committee continues to w ork on the
core. They want to make sure that the core will
accommodate students who transfer in and out of
the college.
"The new core is a major change for the col
lege," said Kuechler. "It is one that is needed and
will provide the college with a competitive advan
tage. I think it will be a very rewarding and excit
ing time for the college."
Students currently at Daemen will continue to
follow the present core over the next few years.

Drama Club
Trains for Spring
Production
By Marcie Peterson
Daemen’s Drama Club has started putting
together their Spring Production, The Yellow Boat
written by David Saar. This is a true story about
the courage of a young boy living with AIDS.
Benjamin, an 8-year-old hemophiliac, contracted
AIDS when he received tainted blood from a
transfusion. Although the story is a sad one, it is
presented as a lively and joyous celebration of a
young boy’s life and the ways in which he touched
the lives of others.
This production features Daemen students Kate
Belliottijessi Borek, Josanne Dyke, Ray Graf, Cara
Orynawka and Jenn Sciandra with Rebecca Bass of
City Honors playing the role of Benjamin.
This play will let Benjamin’s life touch other lives
for years to come.
Performances will be held Thursday, April 3
through Sunday, April 6.
Admission will be $ I for the Daemen commu
nity, $5 for adults and $3 for children. One dollar
from every ticket sold will benefit pediatric AIDS
research. Tickets will be available at the door;
reservations will not be accepted. For further
information call 832-8042. Also, look for banners
and the SLICE for more information as opening
day nears, and check out future issues of The
Ascent for more about the play.

By Brittany Cozad
Walking through the rain from Duns Scotus to
Curtis Hall made me feel as though I was enter
ing uncharted territory. I can count the number
of times I’ve made this trip on one hand,.even
though I’ve been a student at Daemen for over
a year now. The only reason I enter this building
is to attend meetings for the Honors Program,
but this trip felt different. Instead of going
through the front door, I went through the side
door, where I was convinced an alarm would set
off at any moment screaming, "Intruder alert.
English major on the premises." Curtis Hall has
always sieemed forbidden to me since it contains
the Social W ork, Physician Assistant, and
Psychology programs. This is exactly the type of
feeling Dr. Colleen Kashino does N O T want the
students at Daemen to have.
Dr. Kashino is one of the newest additions to
our growing Psychology Department. One thing
she wishes she Could change is students’ opin
ions about how far away her department is from
the main activity of the campus. "Students tell me
all of the time that they don’t know where Curtis
Hall is or that it is too far away," she said.
"Another student told me she thought
Psychology w as disconnected from the rest of
the departments because it was ‘all the way over
in Curtis Hall.’" Regardless, the Psychology class
es Dr. Kashino is teaching this semester contain
nearly as many psychology majors as non-majors,
and she is in Curtis Hall for anyone who needs
her.
Last year, Dr. Kashino taught a Statistics class
(which is her favorite class to teach) for the
Psychology Department, and last spring she was
hired as a full-time professor. This year she is
enjoying teaching at a campus whose small pop
ulation "makes it such a close-knit community."
Originally, Dr. Kashino was a Biology major in
college but turned to the field of Psychology
when she realized that the behavior component
of Biology fascinated her. Dr. Kashino’s special
ized field of psychology is known as Cognitive
Neuroscience, which she described as focusing

|
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on the neuroanatomical and neurophysiological
mechanisms of perception, action, memory, lan
guage and attention in the brain. In addition, she
recently was involved in a research project aimed
at identifying the most effective factors in educa
tional leadership; this study explored the qualities
of teachers as well as educational administrators
that are most useful for adapting to education in
a global society.This semester, she is keeping busy
with her course preparations, helping her stu
dents with their papers and projects, and learning
about the academic policies here at Daemen.
Besides Daemen, Dr. Kashino has taught in
Western New York and in New York City for over
ten years. She has taught locally at Canisius
College and UB (two schools which she attended
herself), Niagara University, and the Western N.Y.
Consortium, which is a program to educate pris
oners. After ten years, she left the teaching pro
fession to w ork on her post-doctorate, but
missed teaching and yearned to get back in the
classroom. She felt she was always destined to go
into an academic field of some sort. She hoped for
a local position in higher education and feels very
fortunate to have been hired by the Psychology
Department at Daemen. When asked about her
feelings regarding our Psychology Department, it
became obvious how much Dr. Kashino was
enjoying her new position. "I’m very excited that
it's a growing department, and I truly enjoy inter
acting with my students," she said.
!••••................................. .........................V ............ ................................................................

j President’s New House
:

(Continued fro m Page 1)
disagrees and sees the cost of maintenance for
the house as a financial burden for Daemen since
the house will be larger than the previous one.
He expressed concern over a piece of proper
ty symbolizing what Daemen stands for. "W hat do
we need a materialistic image to represent who
we are and what we value?" he said.
President Anisman displayed support for the
approved deal made by the Board of Trustees in
the hope that this purchase will further Daemen
and its reputation. "I really believe the board
made a good deal for everyone," he said.
Dr. Shirley Peterson of the English Department
agrees that the new home, along with Rosary
Hall, "adds to our prestige in the community." She
noted, though, that the purchase fails to influence
the intentions of teaching and learning. "Perhaps

those funds should have been directed at making
Duns Scotus, which has a number of problems,
more livable," she said.
However, Anisman feels that future plans for
the deal will benefit Daemen.
According to him, Daemen will soon undertake
a capital campaign in an attempt to raise a large
sum of money for the college; his new house will
play a key part in this plan.The house will be used
for dinners, receptions, and entertaining for
donors to the college and potential donors.
The mansion will also be the place for alumni
retreats, receptions to honor distinguished alumni,
and other special college-related events.
Anisman also expressed his intention of trying
to get students over to the grounds and perhaps
even holding activities for leader members.
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2003 Academic Festival
By Marcie Peterson
The committee for the 2003 Academic Festival
is working on plans for this year's big event. The
festival will be held Tuesday, April 15,2003.
The Academic Festival is a daylong celebration
of the student body’s w ork from the past year
(the Fall 2002 and Spring 2003 sem esters).
Students showing their w ork can present it in one
of six ways: a presentation, a group presentation,
a group debate, a poster session, an exhibit, or a
performance. Students interested in presenting
were given the opportunity to submit a proposal
form to the festival committee.
Presentations consist of one or two people
speaking for 20 minutes and a group presentation
is more than two people speaking for 40 minutes.
Poster presentations will be on display all day for
viewing; one-and-a-half hours are allotted for pre
senters to stand by their w ork to discuss it with
the audience.The committee will do their best to
keep presentations on schedule by sticking to
time limits.
The festival presentations will be spread out
through Schenck, Duns Scotus, W ick, and the
Business and Commerce Building. No classes will

be held that day, but hopefully students will not
view it as a day off because there is a lot of infor
mation that students would like to share with the
rest of the student body.
A t the end of the day, a reception wilt be held
in Rosary Hall; President Martin J.Anisman w ill say
a few words, and a small gift will be given out to
those who presented w ork at the festival.
As the third Academic Festival approaches,
this year's committee hopes attendance will dou
ble from last year. Spring 2001 brought us the
very first Academic Festival with 70-80 projects
presented, and in Spring 2002, 150-160 projects
were presented.
Do you have suggestions or input for the fes
tival committee? If so, email Melody Manwaring at
mmanwari@daemen.edu. The committee is also*
looking for suggestions for the gifts that w ill be
given to the presenters.
Regarding the festival, Manwaring said, "Come
to the campus, hang out for the day and have a
good time. It’s all about everybody sharing with
everybody else."
A free campus lunch will be provided on the
day of the Academic Festival.

VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Free tax help fo r college students andfo r those
who cannot afford it, sponsored by the Business Club
Dates: Thursday, March 6th 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Sunday, March 9th 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Location: Business and Commerce Building, Computer Lab Room 204
Bring: Prior Year Tax Return, W -2’s, Supporting documentation, and
Identification
Contact: Daniel Tschopp at 839-8239 or dtschopp@daemcn.edu
for further information

Ask Annie
Daemen Advice
Column
Dear Ask Annie,
I’m sorry to pick such a common topic to send to
an advice column, but I find myself questioning the
relationship I’m in. Everyone tells me to ditch this
“ person.” I want this to be my decision, but I also
know that all my friends are also trying to look out
for me (and I know that my own personal opinion
may be a bit biased). Some of them feel that the
flame has gone out of this relationship, which they
thought had ended a long time ago. And I think
that some of them may be right. But the thing is, I
do still care about this someone....Any ideas?
-Both Happy and Sad

Dear Happy and Sad,
It sounds as though your mind is partially made up.
I'm not telling you to dump this person, but it
sounds like you are waiting for someone to tell
you what to do. W hat is it exactly about this per
son that makes your friends so concerned? Listen
to your friends' opinions, but try not to be swayed
in your own opinions. You should be your own
judge. If you still really care about this person,
make an effort to put the "flame" back in the rela
tionship. If that still doesn't work, then maybe the
two of you weren't meant to be together.

(If you have a question for Ask Annie, leave it in The
Ascent mailbox behind Wick desk or send an email
to ascent@daemen.edu. All names will be remain
confidential.)

W hy Protect the Environment?
(Continued fro m Page 3)
environmental destruction occurs on a global
basis, and little is being done to prevent it.
Countries in the Third W orld are the w orst cul
prits, destroying large tracts of forest and ignoring
the few environmental regulations that are in
place.
It should be the role of the First W orld indus
trialized nations such as the United States to take
a prominent role in protecting the environment,
cutting emissions, and strengthening environmen
tal policies. If those who dictate the rules to the
rest of the world show no interest in protecting
the environment, then why would the developing
world take it upon itself to pick up the slack
where the rich First W orld became lax?
It is very unfortunate that the Republican-con
trolled Congress cannot see the importance of
protecting our nation’s environmental assets. O f
course, people would first have to see a pristine
forest, a clean fresh-water brook, and a silent deer
standing in a thicket as assets, not for their mone
tary value or for their economical worth, but
instead for their natural intrinsic value as part of
nature. Not everything must be exploited for its
base economic purposes using the fastest means
to an end. George W. Bush is no friend to the envi
ronment. In his 2000 campaign, he spoke of
exploiting the oil reserves that can be found
under the tundra in untouched wilds of Alaska. In
doing this, America would lose far more than it

could possibly gain. By tapping these relatively
small reserves, which would supply Americans
with enough energy for only a very limited amount
of time, a vast tract of Alaskan wilderness would
be permanently scarred.
As anyone who is familiar with high altitude or
high latitude vegetation knows, any large-scale
human incursion into the arctic wildlife refuge
would not only be catastrophic to the flora and
fauna, but it would take an indefinite period of
time for the land to recover, if recovery was pos
sible at all.
Now the Bush administration has removed
many of the EPA restrictions that had curtailed the
amount of pollution-causing emissions that are
spewed forth from big business in the U.S. every
day. The administration claims that by cutting
restrictions, which are very costly, businesses can
use excess money to develop cleaner, more earthfriendly technology. Does this make sense? If busi
ness wanted to develop more environmental tech
nology, why would so many multi-national corpo
rations relocate to Third W orld countries where
restrictions are negligible and they can pollute at
w ill?This scenario has been played out many times
in developing countries in Latin America and South
East As ia.
From before his inauguration, Mr. Bush has been
perusing policies which are damaging to the envi

ronment. Many important members of his admin
istration are tied closely to heavily polluting indus
tries and have the general attitude that the envi
ronment is a resource to be exploited for maxi
mum economic gain. The tremendous lack of
interest the current administration has in global
environmental issues is clearly illustrated in the
fact that neither Bush nor any important member
of his cabinet attended the environmental summit
held in Johannesburg, South Africa. The adminis
tration flagrantly ignores the Kyoto Protocol and
allows environmental degradation to continue at
an alarming rate both at home and abroad.
It is time to act. Let us not fall into the same
short-sighted trap which blinds Bjorn Lomborg
and the Bush administration to the preponder
ance of evidence that unmistakably states that the
world’s environment needs immediate attention.
It is not too late! By creating more stringent reg
ulations and emphasizing more earth-friendly
technologies, much of the damage done in the
past century can be corrected. W hat good will
come of our great nation, the protector and prop
agator of modern democracy, if we degrade our
planet to such an extent that it is uninhabitable? It
is our duty to protect the natural beauty of our
nation and world because of its own intrinsic
value and so that future generations will not be
deprived of the glory of our natural world.

Crossword Puzzle
Throughout the year, The Ascent
will be reviewing businesses in the
Snyder area in an effort to intro
duce students to the wide variety of
establishments around campus. Be
sure to check them out for yourself.
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Driving down Main Street towards Daemen.you
might easily miss Café in the Square. Set back from
the road in Snyder Square, the Café is admittedly
tiny. The entrance is a small foyer containing
dessert and deli cases.The front dining room only
holds ten tables. There is a m irror running along
one wall in a pathetic attempt to make the space
look bigger. It doesn’t quite work, but no one ever
said only large restaurants can have good food.
The café serves both lunch and dinner. I suggest
the lunch menu, only because it’s cheaper.
Selections include standard fare, such as club sand
wiches, warm chicken salad and veggies with pasta,
but quite a few of the choices were more inter
esting. You can try the artichoke, tuna and potato
salad or the smoked turkey sandwich "served on
café-baked sunflower bread with cranberry may
onnaise." On the lunch menu, appetizers range
from 5.95 to 7.95, sandwiches from 5.95 to 6.95,
salads from 6.95 to 7.95 and entrees from 6.95 to
7.50. The dinner menu ranges from 7.50 to 18.95
- stick with the lunch menu.
My turkey club sandwich was absolutely piled
with turkey, bacon, lettuce and tomato and was so
thick I had to take out the extra piece of bread so
I could take a bite. Served with potato chips, it was
a basic but tasty meal. My date, on the other hand,
ordered the black bean crepes, and they were any
thing but basic. Although they were a little on the
small side, they were stuffed with chicken, cheddar
cheese, curry and salsa, and they were delicious.
The café’s crowning glory, however, is the
desserts. The menu doesn’t provide a listing, but
instead says: "We tiave an ever-changing array of
desserts. Please ask your server to tell you about
today’s selections." Tuesday night’s selections
included lime tart, fresh fruit cheesecake, O reo
cheesecake, chocolate raspberry layer cake and
pumpkin pie. The chocolate raspberry layer cake
was covered with a chocolate shell that could eas
ily be marketed as a chocolate bar. Although my
distaste for sour things prevented me from trying
the lime tart, my date assured me it was "really
really good." The coffee was a little burned, but it
was served with real cream. All in all, dinner was
great, but dessert was better.
Café in the Square’s hours are MondayThursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday-Saturday 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. A t 4476 Main Street, across the
street from Denny’s, the café is within easy walk
ing distance of Daemen and well worth the trip
just for a piece of dessert O ur bill came to $25,
and included salad, coffee, dinner and two
desserts. Stop by and see what the dessert case
holds in store for you!
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Want to join the Ascent Staff?
then email ascent@daemen.edu for information
You can receive up to one credit a semester for regular
contribution to the Ascentl

Changes to Physical Therapy
Program
(Continued fro m Page 1)
Also, having a doctorate degree may allow a
physical therapist to treat patients more effi
ciently by eliminating the need to go through a
doctor first.
’T h e DPT [in the future] may allow us to treat
patients directly without getting a referral from
the doctor," said physical therapy student Emily
Hanson.
Some of the required courses for lower divi
sion in the PT program include Pre-Calculus,
Biology, Anatomy, Physiology, Chem istry and Bloorganic Chem istry. Upper division required

courses include Musculoskeletal Rehabilitation I
and II, Kinesiology and 120 hours of volunteer
w ork in a physical therapy setting.
Some students say that compared to the old
B.S. program, the course work isn’t really harder
in the new D PT program, there is just less time
to complete the required work.
If any physical therapy students would like to
comment on the new DPT program, express
your opinions by writing an e-mail to
ascent@daemen.edu.
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M y Big Fat Greek Wedding :
Funny Name, Funny Movie
By Nina Zehr
My Big Fat Greek Wedding
Running Time: 95 minutes
Rated PG
Starring: Nia Vardalos, Michael Constantine, John
Corbett, and Lainie Kazan
Directed by: Joel Zw ick
Home Box Office, 2002
For the last six months, my customers at
Blockbuster have been demanding to know when
My Big Fat Greek Wedding is coming to DVD and
video. I couldn’t understand what all the fuss
about this movie was. It’s a relatively small pro
duction starring an unknown actress, it’s a roman
tic comedy (which, in general, don’t do as well at
the box office as dramatic, epic, or action films)
and besides, it has a silly name. However, I only felt
that way until I saw it myself. I now understand
that the reason for all the fuss is that this movie is
genuinely funny. Nia Vardalos plays Toulah, a thirtyyear-old Greek woman who falls in love with Ian
Miller, played by John C orbett Toulah’s parents,
however, disapprove of her engagement to a nonGreek man. In order to be accepted by Toulah’s
family, Ian must "become Greek," and hilarity
ensues.
My Big Fat Greek Wedding is one of those rare
movies that you can watch with your friends, your
significant other, or your parents. The problem
with most comedies is that they usually stick to
one type of humor, whether it’s gross-out, dry, or
slapstick. As a result, most comedies only draw
one type of audience, like teenage boys, young
children, or adults. My Big Fat Greek Wedding com
4
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Accessibility
bines physical humor with intelligence, which
makes it appealing to all audiences.
The movie is carefully written and wonderfully
Cast. Nia Vardalos wrote the script based on per
sonal experience, which makes her exceptionally
convincing in the leading role. Michael
Constantine is unforgettable as Toulah’s old-fash
ioned, Greek-flag-waving,Windex-spraying father,
and Lainie Kazan is equally superb as Toulah’s
ever-cooking mother. Plus, let’s face it girls, John
Corbett is just so darn cute that he would be easy
to watch no matter what role he was playing.
One of the reasons this movie is so great
(besides the sharp writing and excellent perfor
mances) is because Toulah is in a situation that
every single person who has ever dated can relate
to. W hile not everyone has been engaged, who
hasn’t brought home a boy or girl that their par
ents didn’t approve of? Everyone will be able to
recognize and understand at least one of the sit
uations that Toulah and Ian are thrown into,
whether it’s being forced to ask permission to
date or simply sitting through an awkward dinner.
O f course, some of the situations aren’t quite so
recognizable (the scene where Toulah’s family
roasts a lamb on a spit in the front yard comes to
mind!). However, those not-so-recognizable
moments are the truly funny ones, and they are
what make this film so refreshing.
Don’t be afraid to see this movie just because
it’s an independent film or because it’s a romantic
comedy. You’ll be missing one of the funniest
movies made in the last few years.

(Continued fro m page 2)
library. However, it will not be built until around
2006.
On campus, the chapel is almost impossible to
get through because the door is too heavy and the
aisles are too narrow to even get to the alter. As
for classrooms, a majority of them have no tables,
and most rooms are too small to even hope to get
around.
To say that this is only a problem at Daemen
College would be wrong because the situation is
similar at many other places. Some students had
the opportunity to take their wheelchairs to mar
kets, malls, etc.They reported that there were too
few handicapped parking spaces (a big topic at
many stores). The automatic doors did not oper
ate so well at the mall. One student went to a
supermarket and found it difficult to get items that
were on higher shelves.
Can we at Daemen College really say that the
code is good enough? O f course, a question like
this could open up a mixed bag of feelings. Some
may feel that we are as accessible as we can be,
while others would have a different opinion. We
ask anyone to feel free to take a wheelchair for a
spin around the school for an hour.The many dif
ficulties that you will experience such as that illfated ramp will only cause you to question such a
code as well. We should start looking into these
things; only then can we say that we are truly up
to code.
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING

Schenck Hall decorated in its winter outfit
._____ : of powdery snow.

The Daemen Community enjoys the appearance
of Robert Channing, Mentalist.

Daemen College's Directer of
Residence Life, Dan Schiesser, calls
out numbers for a game of Bingo.

Daemen students make their own music video at a
Daemenites Socialize gathering in the Rat.

Photography by Chris Malik
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Students Treat Patients in the
Dominican Republic
By Mike Ungerland, President o f S W O B

The annual Students W ithout Borders
(SW O B ) trip to the Dominican Republic was,
again, a great humanitarian, educational, and
social success for students and practitioners in
2003.
After a full year of planning, fundraising, and
acquiring donations, we evaluated and treated
over 460 Dominican/Haitian patients in a mat
ter of five days in the small four-room clinic of
Progresso Dos. Upon evaluation and treatment
of these patients, we even incorporated them
into assisting our art group with the beautiful
and colorful paintings on the outside of the
clinic. Led by faculty member Kevin Kegler and
student member Sharon Morgante, the art
group painted the entire outside of the clinic

with decorative drawings submitted by children
of the community, as well as with positive reli
gious messages suggested by the adults of the
community.
Physician
Assistant,
Nurse
Practitioner, and Spanish students obtained
invaluable patient experiences within the clinic
under the guidance of Dr. Ron Santasiero, Mr.
Todd Roland, Registered Physician AssistantCertified (RPA-C), Ms. Kara W oods, RPA-C, and
Mr. Dan Cronin, RPA-C. Over the week, we wit
nessed and assisted in caring for uncontrolled
diabetics, a 16-year-old third-degree burn
patient, a variety of dehydration cases, muscu
loskeletal problems, and countless parasite and
fungal infections. Thanks to the Daemen com
munity and Buffalo, in general, we obtained a suf
ficient amount of medications to treat most of

these conditions and purchased those medica
tions that we needed, but didn’t have. For
patients' conditions that were more long term
and extenuating past our stay in the Dominican,
we made a concerted effort to purchase
enough supplies to last them for the remainder
of their treatments and, in one diabetic case,
until we come back next year.
The clinic operated smoothly and allowed
each member of our group of 29 students/practitioners to gain a unique experience and insight
into a great humanitarian effort.
Everyone is already looking forward to trav
eling to the Dominican Republic next year.
S W O B will be hosting a couple of interest
meetings from now until the end of the year.

Studying Abroad During W ar
By A ntoinette D elBel

Despite U.S. involvement in the war with
Iraq, concerns over the war haven’t thus far
affected the number of individuals traveling to
Italy through Daerhen’s Summer Study Abroad
Program.
Dr. Denise Mills, Foreign Language
Department Chair, had to extend the deadline
for applications to study abroad in Florence,
Italy for those who may have any anxiety over
the war.
“I think there were probably going to be
fewer students going to Italy this year because
of (the war), but until I get the firm numbers, I
don’t know,” she said.
Dr. Mills made the decision to extend the
deadline until the first week of April.
Since war with Iraq, the State Department
has not yet placed any restrictions or travel
bans to Italy.
Many individuals do not foresee traveling to
Europe to be a problem at this time.
“I don’t think there is a reason to be nervous
about being in Italy. I think it’s safer there than
it is here,” Dr. Mills said.
Wayne Brown, history major, agrees.
“It’s safer to travel internationally than with
in the states....European airlines are much
more thorough than we are,” he said. “I’d
rather be in Italy than a few miles away from
Niagara Falls.”
. Participants in the Italian Program stay with
an Italian family to experience the culture, and
take classes with Italian instructors in which
they earn transferable credits.
Students have the choice of doing the four-

week session, that runs May 23 to June 20, or
the six-week session, that extends to July 3.
Although, Dr. Mills can’t guarantee that the
world will be any more peaceful o r less war-like,
she says anxiety over war is sort of foolish. She
advises people who are worried about traveling
abroad right now, to wait
Chris DePasquale, physical therapy major, says
he can’t wait to study abroad in Florence this
summer. He has only one concern.
“I’ve always wanted to go to Italy, but the only
anxiety that I would have is how accepting
Europeans and Italians would be of Americans in
this time of war,” he said.
French major, Gabrielle Grubka, was given
advice in avoiding any anti-American sentiment
while being abroad this year in the Canadian
program from May to December.
Grubka said, “The director of the Ottawa
program has advised us not to start debates
with others regarding the war, and I think that’s
wise advice.
“He also told us not to act overly American,
like wearing patriotic clothing, for example,” she
added, “and, that we should try to blend in
as best we can.”
Dr. Mills says that in her numerous experi
ences abroad, people with anti-American senti
ment, usually direct it toward the government.
“I think people around the world who are irri
tated at the U.S. are irritated at George Bush
and his administration, not an individual
American,” she said.
Toby Beahan, a history major who will be
studying in Taiwan December of 2003 through
the Asian Network, agrees.
“I don’t think I’d sacrifice this opportunity for

these types of concerns,” he said.
Aside from the war, the cost of the program
may be another factor in which students may
choose to hold off studying abroad this year.
The cost of the Italian Study Abroad Program
for four weeks is $3,750, including the $550
Daemen College grant.
The additional two-week program is an extra
$1,850.
The grant is less this year, compared to last
year’s $800 grant, because the Euro is stronger,
making the dollar weaker, according to Dr. Mills.
PJ Tudisco, physical therapy major, says that
the high cost of the program is the only thing
holding him back from going to Italy this sum
mer, as well as some anxiety about being over
seas with the high terrorist threat.
Others wouldn’t travel internationally during
the war because of the capabilities of nuclear
and chemical weapons of mass destruction.
“In regards to the war, I wouldn’t want to be
stuck anywhere foreign,” said Dawn Cipressi,
biology major at D ’Youville College. “And, with
all the chemical warfare, I wouldn’t want to
travel, especially to Europe.”
Although Dr. Mills recommends studying
abroad and seeing the world in a different view,
she says that traveling depends on the individual
student in deciding what is right for him or her.
“You can stay home and worry, you can go
abroad and worry....I can’t promise terrible
things aren’t going to happen in Italy or Spain or
Mexico,” Dr. Mills said.
“But,” she added, “I can’t promise terrible
things aren’t going to happen in Buffalo or
Chicago o r New York.”

Opinions and Editorials
Em nity Against Tyranny o f the M ind
By Josh Gallagher

The events of the past two years are changing
the average Americans outlook on world affairs.
N o longer can a responsible patriotic citizen com
fortably watch the evening news without becom
ing incensed about the state of American affairs. At
every office water cooler, student union and side
walk protest it invades our lips and minds. In every
headline and late-breaking news report it fills our
eyes and ears. It is war, and it is everywhere.
Missiles may fly only over Baghdad, but our shores
still bleed in a war of loyalties.
Commercials fill the air waves, their messages
clear to all infected,“Support our Troops.” Church
groups collect duct tape and sunglasses, school
children make construction paper flags. A wonder
ful thing is happening; the many are coming togeth
er for one cause. The plight of the volunteer
American soldier against the awesome threat that
is Saddam Hussein makes every real American
stand up out of their recliner; wipe the greasy
week old crumbs off their chin and scream, “W e
are going to get you Saddam. You can’t mess with
us.” The fervent patriot takes it one step further.
He understands the unspoken moral laws of King
George W. Bush, he parrots wholeheartedly to all
that will listen,“If yah ain’t wit us,you’s against us.”
But the fervent patriot knows that mere words
are not enough. The fervent patriot calls his local
wine store and asks, “D o have any good wine
that’s not French?” The fervent patriot asks for
freedom fries with his hamburger. The fervent
patriot angrily spits at Anti-War protesters on
Elmwood; as he speeds by in his SUV.The fervent
patriot trusts his administration.The fervent patri
ot keeps his cell phone ready, ready to call the
police should that suspicious man with the olive
skin try anything. You know the one they look for.
Like that one in the park, the one who is there
every day, sitting, smiling, throwing bread to the
squirrels, you always knew he was up to some
thing. One day you’ll catch him, one day he’ll slip.
You are a fervent patriot. You don’t care what
the world thinks about American actions. It never
mattered what they thought. W hat are they going
to do against Pax Americana? W hat are they going

to do against “The Coalition of the Willing?” W e
are Americans and we are proud. W e are proud of
our present action around the world. W e are
proud of our history. W e are proud of our roots.
W e are proud to continue the legacy of our
founding fathers and bring this legacy to the igno
rant undeveloped world. W e are the descendants
ofThomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine and we will
not be stopped.
You are ignorant.
You are not patriots.
You are a disgrace.
You have watched and clapped as our rights
were torn from us. You have watched and clapped
as our might was torn from us. You never even
knew what you had before you lost it. N o w you
have a flag, an unchecked leader and a big fat tar
get on your heads.
W hat went wrong?
A true patriot would know. A member of an
informed electorate would-know. Someone who
stands strong to the vision that made this great
empire would know. Instead of parroting Bush,
they would quote Jefferson, instead of preaching
Powell, they would pray Paine.
“Subject opinion to coercion; whom will you
make your inquisitors? Fallible men governed by
bad passions, by private as well as public reasons.
And why subject it to coercion? To produce more
uniformity? But is uniformity of opinion desirable?
N o more than of face and stature.’These com
pelling words were spoken by Thomas Jefferson. A
true patriot would stand up for what he believed
in. O ne cannot self-censor because it is against
public opinion or war-drums. One cannot support
our troops solely because they have been
deployed. O ne cannot trust the administration
solely because they have declared war. A patriot
would realize that war has historically been used
to create a smokescreen between the administra
tion and domestic affairs.
Recount the last three years. D o you recall an
election, an election for the leader of the free
world, mired in controversy? D o you remember
racial profiling in the polling booths? D o you recall
the blood ties between the contested state and

the contested candidate? D o you remember the
Enron scandal? D o you know how entrenched our
current leader and his minions were in this scan
dal? D o you know anything?
The war for loyalties is in full effect.The war is
over the definition of patriot. Is a patriot a mind
less follower of their current administrator, a fol
lower who repeats mass line and watches war
coverage in the PIP during football. If so, battling
communism was a charade.
Luckily, that is not a patriot. An American patri
ot is characterized vby unwavering defense of his
civil liberties, her right to express dissent, a free
and uncensored press, and an absolute equality for
all Americans regardless of sex, race, creed, color,
or national origin.
The real patriots should stand up for a great
cause. N o t one as simple as war or no war. N ot
one as simple as corporate accountability or tax
cuts for the rich. N o t one as simple as favorable
world opinion or unfavorable world opinion, but
one as great and complex as going back to the
democratic ideals that formed this country.
Fight for a free press. Fight for a free citizenry.
Fight for a free mindset. D o not be enslaved in
propaganda and misinformation. If you don’t
understand anything I just said, do me a favor, don’t
vote. Democracy is based on an informed elec
torate. If you don’t know what an electorate is,
find out. It will be your first step to being a true
patriot!
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T h e Face o f W a r
By W ayne Brown

This woman could be someone in a class with
you; after class, you would hang out together. For
some of you, she may be someone that you would
want to ask out on a date. For others, she may
simply be another face in the crowd. Regardless,
she is a sister and a daughter to a loving W est
Virginia family.
This war has very suddenly been given a face
and a name, one that not too many people can
honestly say they expected. W hen Americans
think of our military people, traditionally, some
tough "leatherneck" image comes to mind. This
visualized warrior is a powerful and unsentimental
soldier who does what he does and is good at it,
because he is tough. Well, thanks to a military like
that, we learned this week that "average people"
enlist too.
Jessica Lynch is a 19-year old girl from small
town W est Virginia. She enlisted to serve her mil
itary because she had pride in her country and, as
a bonus, that same country would help pay for her
education. I have no doubt that everyone who
reads these words knows someone that fits this
profile of a patriotic scholar. This cute young lady
who looks like anyone else walking down the halls
of any college in the country did what she had to
do to serve her country in a time of war. She did
n't sign up looking to be a war hero, her goal was
to become an elementary school teacher at the
school she attended as a child. Much to her and
her family's surprise, Jessica Lynch is a face of war

now.
There are other people just like her through
out the war. People who signed up because they
could serve their country while their country
helped pay for their schooling. Some men and
women are fighting there because they felt a call
ing to serve as professional soldiers. O u r military
is an all-volunteer military, no one has been sent
against their will.
The purpose of exercising our military now is
not to showboat its power over Iraq to the
world; the whole world knows we can win this
war with ease. But what we Americans have seen
is what even the most undeveloped army can do
when it has decided to declare war on the United
States. Remember, box cutters killed thousands
more Americans in one day than this entire war
will lose in its duration.
This is not to say that there is an acceptable
number of American casualties during a time of
war. I hate the thought of losing one more
American soldier. But freedom has its cost, and
there aré brave men and women, both on ours
and Middle Eastern shores, who are willing to lay
„ it all out on the line to protect the people who
cannot fight for themselves.
D o not lose sight of the people because there
is a war in the way. These young men and women
signed up to serve in our military for countless
reasons. Some, I am sure, wanted to see action.
But there are some people who signed up for help
with college, some to develop discipline, some for
the opportunity to travel, and some because they

felt that their career should be serving our coun
try in times of peace, as well as in times of war.
People can feel free to disagree with the war,
disagree with its managers, or disagree with the
way it is being executed. I am the last person to
argue against the freedom of self-expression. But
before you go out with that poster of George W.
Bush with a Hitler moustache, think about how
that will be played in Iraq. And if that gives one
more Iraqi soldier the courage to fight us, whose
life might it cost? Your brother, your sister, your
cousin? You say,“So what? I don't know anyone in
the war.” But, whose brother, sister, cousin, aunt,
or uncle o f somebody else are you willing to sac
rifice for your "peace" protest? Think about the
consequences of your actions. Disagree with the
war if you want, but don't do it at the cost of
human lives.
Thank you, Jessica. Your bravery helped
Americans to remember that there are more than
just professional soldiers fighting this war. This war
is about people of all ages, backgrounds, ethnicities,
ideas and cultures. Don't waste your time hating
the soldier or hating the war. N o one likes war,
but sometimes war is necessary so we have the
freedom to say we don't like war.
W hen our men and women come home, thank
them. Shake their hands, and give them a pat on
the back. The bravery these people display is what
makes our country the strongest in the world.
Stand up, be proud, and remember that our soci
ety needs to keep the peace. D o n ’t assume that it
will always be there.

The Dem ocratic Response
By Sam W rig h t

"You can have it your way", or so the "Burger
King" commercial soothingly assures. In modern
America, we all know and love fast food, and the
cheap feeling of satisfaction to be found in a meal
that requires less than ten dollars to buy and less
than ten minutes to eat. All of us have choked
down those thin oily hamburgers, annihilating - at
least momentarily - the sensation of hunger.
Unfortunately for us, the world of diplomacy is
not so similarly satisfying, in that our demands
cannot be met so spontaneously.The trouble was,
we could not force an international peace-making
assembly into agreeing instaqtly to action against
an ostensibly benign country. How infuriating.
W e are now engaged in a military campaign that
promises monumental success on all fronts, with
hundreds of Iraqi soldiers dropping away from
their lines to surrender to our army. The opulent
palaces of the cruel Dictator are crumbling from
cruise missile attacks, with destitute - and now
doubtless ecstatic - Iraqis watching. Intelligence
installations wherein despicable crimes were
planned are tasting of the fire of destruction. The
Baathist tyranny will meet its fate at the hands of
the "coalition of the willing," and Saddam
Hussein's corn-fed girth will, we can only hope,
drift into the crosshairs of some Gl's gun scope.
Yet with United Nations approbation this suc
cess could have been infinitely sweeter. Nietzsche
once wrote, "Anyone who fights with monsters
should take care that he in the process does not
become a monster." The world perceives us as a

veritable monster now, not so much because of
envy or hatred, but because we failed to proper
ly justify our own intentions to them before inva
sion. In the emotionless view of history, we will
be seen as a country with a righteous cause, yes,
but with a dangerous impatience.
Conservatives like Wayne Brown, class of 2003,
will respond that our motives are just, and that
this self-evident fact chases away any accusations
of an immoral invasion. Yet no matter how cor
rect our motives may be, they must, to be prag
matically effective, attain the status of lawfulness.
An invasion or forced . disarmament was
inevitable, but another month or two of inspec
tions and bargaining at the United Nations could
have won us over some more alliances, and even,
perhaps, the blessing of the Security Council.
Consider this; after another two months of
pressure, the French would likely have chosen to
abstain from a Security Council vote, rather than
veto a resolution. United Nations imprimatur
would be gained. W hat could an impudent idiot
like Saddam - surrounded by hordes of coalition
troops- possibly have done to us in the space of
two more months?
But the conservatives stubbornly declare that
the Europeans are snail-eating wimps and that
the U N is meaningless; Brown and his friends in
the Republican party continue to paint the U N as
"a big party" whose discussions and deliberations
"[assail] the hosts" (to quote last month's col
umn). Such "has been their opinion from the start
Disgusted at the lack of immediate gratification,

they have treated the U N disrriissively.The United
Nations, contrary to what Brown simplistically
argues, is not some smoky, superfluous cafe,
where Americans and their ideals are attacked. It
is a solemn body with a solemn purpose: peace.
The U N should never be self-righteously side
stepped. To argue thus, after all, is to forswear the
essence of diplomacy, cooperation. And, as the
New Republic reminded its readership in its
March 24th issue, even President George W. Bush
once recognized the great weight behind the
United Nations. In his campaign speeches in 2000,
the president argued that if he had been comman
der-in-chief in 1994 he would not have interfered
in Rwanda without U.N. support.
And so, as a group of courageous young men
and women perform their duty valiantly abroad,
we must remember that not every possible action
was taken to legitimize their mission. President
Bush, an evangelical Christian, proudly informs the
American population that he reads his Bible daily.
Perhaps during the diplomatic mission to the
United Nations he should have remembered what
the disciple James wrote to his fellow Christians:
"But let patience have her perfect work, that ye
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."
(James 1:4) (In secular and religious systems alike,
patience and perseverance are esteemed as great
virtues.)
In the United Nations debacle, it was obvious
that our country could not instantly have it our
way. In a larger perspective, it appears that
patience went the way of home-cooked meals.
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The London
Experience
By Brittany C ozad

Spring break is a week in college students’ lives
where we are left with a variety of options on
how to spend our time. Some of us decide to pull
extra hours at work, get a head start on studying
for finals, or simply catching up on some long
overdue sleep and rest. There are those students
who decide to throw their books aside, and take
off with family or friends to spend the week
working on their tan.
However, this spring break, a group of Daemen
students decided to go away with friends, but not
to enjoy the sun.They embarked on a journey that
took them across the big blue ocean to London,
England. These students were part of the Honors
Literature of London class, taught by Dr. Marck
who acted as our own personal tour guide during
our time in the city. The trip had been the only
thing on our minds since the semester started,
and when we left on March 14 for the airport, we
felt like kids waking up on Christmas morning.
It was the first time for most of us on an over
seas flight For a few, it was the first time ever set
ting foot on an airplane. O n the exhausting seven
hour flight, we spent our time watching movies,
reading, enjoying the food and attempting to get
some sleep in cramped seats. Stepping off the
plane, we were tired, sore, and looking forward to
a shower and a fresh pair of clothes, but we had
never been happier. All the months of waiting,
planning and saving had come to an end.We were
finally there. W e were in London.
O u r week in England was filled with sight see
ing, shopping, riding the tube (their version of the
subway) and eating fish and chips. W e were con
stantly on the go, visiting all the places we had
been studying for in our literature class the past
three months. W e traveled to the British Museum
where we saw the Rosetta Stone, Egyptian arti
facts and given the distinct honor of standing in
the Reading Room where authors like Virginia
W oolf would construct her works. Walking
around the Tower of London and hearing the tales
of imprisonment and beheading was a unique, and
personally my favorite, event W e saw Buckingham
Palace, the changing of the guard, and were able to
get within 10 ft of the home of Britain’s famous
heartthrob, Prince William. O f course, being a
group of 12 young women, we felt it was only our
duty to look for him through the closed curtains
W e were able to experience the re-constructed Shakespeare Globe Theatre and the breathtak
ing sight of the city from the top of S t Paul’s
Cathedral.The group was also given the opportu
nity to tour the Eastside of London, where the
gruesome Jack the Ripper murders took place.
O u r guide took us to each murder spot and pre
sented us with information concerning the
women who were killed, and the theories behind
the Ripper’s identity, which is left to be deter
mined. O n a literary note, the class took a tour of
Charles Dickens’s house, which contained his fur
niture, writings and his own personal library.
Other excursions included the National Portrait
Gallery, Westminster Abby, and Trafalgar Square
among other things. The week was filled with so
many events that it would be impossible to list
everything we saw and did.
The entire trip was a life changing experience
that opened our eyes to different cultures and
other parts of the world.The day we departed for
England, we left as a class, but when we returned
home, we were something much different. While
learning about the city of London, we also learned
much from and about each other. O u r week in
London not only gave us memorable experiences
that we will treasure forever, but also friendships
we will always remember in the years to come.

War, What is it good for?
Absolutely Nothin’! HUH
By Toby Beahan

Today, it was reported that David Bloom of
N B C News has died while working as an imbed
ded journalist in the 3rd Infantry Division of the
U.S.Army as they neared Baghdad. A s I write this
there are an untold number of journalists sitting
side by side with coalition forces as they draw
closer to Baghdad.
D o we really understand what is going on in
the world today? Whether it is declared or not,
America is at war. People are dying everyday as
forcés push their way through the blazing heat of
the Iraqi countryside. Before the war began, the
casual news watcher was barraged with conflict
ing reports. O n one hand, Saddam Hussein posed
as an imminent danger to the U.S. and the world.
O n the other hand, American forces even in a
completely unilateral action, could annihilate the
Iraqi military in only a matter of days.
Most Americans did not expect American
forces to receive as much resistance as they have
seen since the outset of this war. Granted, every
day more Iraqis surrender or are defeated, but in
at least some cases, not without putting up a pro
longed and vigorous fight. Reporting from the
frontline gives Americans a feeling of what is
being experienced by our service men and
women as they proceed in the current military
endeavor, but have such reports helped to pro
mote support at home, or have viewers become
so desensitized to the violence that they no
longer care or have any interest in the war? Many
people express great annoyance and disgust with
the incessant coverage of the war. So, has it been
beneficial to cover the war in this style or has it

'just desensitized the American people to the
extent that apathy has grown to outweigh sympa
thy? I don’t know if all the coverage has made the
war more “real” o r if it has just turned it into a
“made-for-TV-movie that everyone just wants to
turn off.
Unfortunately, today, as most Americans go
about their everyday lives, our service men and
women are engaged in fierce battles with Iraqi
Republican Guard Divisions as they push toward
Baghdad. Peppered throughout the various
American combat divisions are embedded jour
nalists, such as David Bloom, who are risking their
lives to broadcast reports from the front lines. It
would appear that these men and women are
putting their lives on the line everyday, and their
efforts do little more than create a lack of emo
tion among the American people.
This war should never have begun in the first
place. Hundreds of thousands of American lives
have been put at stake only to make the United
States appear as an aggressor to the rest of the
world. N o matter how one feels about the war, it
is important to support our men and women
overseas. It is not their decision to fight but that
of those who sit safely in Washington. Let us all
hope and pray that this conflict ends soon, with as
little loss of life as possible, and let us not forget
that
everyday that it continues. All people
involved are constantly engaged in a life and death
struggle to see the sun rise on another hot Iraqi
day.The phrase “war is hell” was not coined for no
reason, and this war is no exception to that truth.
Take a moment to reflect on the situation in which
the world is currently embroiled, lest we forget
the horrors faced in any day of every war.

Red Dragon Not for the
Timid
By N ina Z e h r

Red Dragon

Starring: Anthony Hopkins, Edward Norton, Ralph
Fiennes, Harvey Keitel, and Emily Watson
Directed by: Brett Ratner
Rated R for violence, grisly images, language, some
nudity and sexuality
Running Time: 124 minutes
Universal, 2002
If you plan on seeing a movie in order to escape
the depressing, pervasively unsettling world that
seems to be surrounding us today, see Maid in
Manhattan or Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets. If, however, you’re interested in seeing a
dark, slightly twisted but deeply satisfying thriller,
see Red Dragon. The final installment of the
Hannibal Lecter trilogy (a remake of Michael
Mann’s 1986 Manhunter and a prequel to The
Silence of the Lambs and Hannibal) serves up an
interesting blend of suspense, gore, and surprises
that should satisfy any fan of the series.
The plot is nothing new:Will Graham, played
by Edward Norton, is a brilliant detective who
retires after capturing the cannibalistic serial killer
Hannibal Lecter (played dependably, if slightly pre
dictably, by Anthony Hopkins). However, when a
new monster begins slaughtering entire families,
Graham is drawn back into his dangerous profes
sion, and is eventually forced to ask Lecter for
help in catching the killer. Although the script b o r-,
ders on melodramatic and predictable at times, its
fast pacing and engaging characters make it work.
Comparing this film to its predecessors is
unavoidable, and Red Dragon holds up surprisingly
well. Hannibal was a cruel, disappointing joke that

attempted to distract viewers from its dragging
plot by grossing them out, and is therefore
extremely easy to improve upon. Meanwhile, it’s
unlikely that any filmmaker will ever able to re
create the stylish suspense and disturbing insanity
that made The Silence of the Lambs an undisputed
classic, but Red Dragon uses precise camera work,
convincing special effects, and an impressive cast
to come respectably close. All of the major cast
members have been involved in Oscar-winning
projects, and each turns in a captivating perfor
mance. Anthony Hopkins is merely reprising his
role, but he does so with the same chilling menace
as in the first two Lecter movies. Edward Norton
is spectacular as always, and Emily Watson is both
convincing and endearing as a blind woman who
unknowingly gets involved with the killer.
Particularly notable is Ralph Fiennes’ realistic
portrayal of a deranged murderer who believes
that each killing gives Kim the power of the Red
Dragon (a figure taken from a painting by William
Blake). Fiennes’ manages to make his character
terrifying and sympathetic at the same time. In
fact, his performance is reminiscent of Anthony
Perkins’ in Psycho, not because we don’t suspect
him, but because both characters are driven to
madness by abusive maternal figures. Fiennes’
plays the Red Dragon with gusto, and the result is
one of the few serial killers that we can maybe feel
a little bit sorry for.
Keep in mind, Red Dragon is not for people
with weak stomachs or with bleak outlooks on
life. You should not watch it by yourself, and if
becoming the victim of a serial killer is one of your
biggest fears, you should not watch it at all.
However, if you are a Lecter fan, or if you just
want to be scared, don’t miss it.

