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Daemen seeks to create Safe Zones
By Michelle L. Smith
Last October, the Ascent reported an
instance of homophobia at Daemen.
Donna Bonacum, a lesbian, was being
harassed and threatened by other mem
bers of the student body. In response, the
administration started looking for ways to
promote tolerance and understanding.
Bonacum has since left the college, but
the fight against discrimination continues.
"There is a level of homophobia and
intolerance [at Daemen]," said Associate
Dean, Dr. Kathleen Boone. "What can we
do to ensure that this is a campus envi
ronment where gay students feel wel
come and free to be who they are?"
This semester, the answer is the Safe
Zone program.
The goal of the Safe Zone program is
to raise campus awareness about the
issues faced by people of same-sex orien
tation. At a workshop on September 25,
Amy Reynolds, a counselor at Buffalo
State College, used imagery to help the

audience understand the emotional and
psychological effects of harassment.
Stickers with the Safe Zone logo are avail
able for individuals to designate an area as
one where individuals can feel free to be
themselves.
Boone said, "[The stickers are] a way for

an area or individual to say 'it's okay with
me - say so, be so - I won't give you a
negative reaction/"
The stickers create at least one prob
lem, however. "We understand what it
means to have one, but not what it means
to not have one," said Boone. She
remarked that some students have been
upset by the absence of stickers in certain
areas because it creates the presumption
of gay unfriendliness.
Boone urges people not to jump to such
conclusions, though, because many indi
viduals have other reasons for not putting
up a sticker.
Adriane Williams, Director of the Liberty
Partnership Program, supports the philos
ophy and mission of Safe Zone, but fears
the program may be insufficient.
"It is hard to change people's minds,"
she said. "An occasional workshop will not
do the trick. It must be ongoing."
Williams also suggested that singling

(Continued on Page 7)
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Town Hall Meeting Scheduled
by Jennifer Swan
A Town Hall Meeting will be held on
November 5th at 4:00pm in the Alumni
Lounge. The meeting, arranged by
Associate Dean of the College Kathy
Boone and Student Association President
Darcy Smith, will be an open forum to
which the entire college community is
invited.
Dean of the Division of Arts and
Sciences, Peter Siedlecki, originally pro
posed the idea of having a town meeting
involving the whole community and run
by the students.
Siedlecki contacted Boone (the admin
istrative Coordinator), and suggested that
they get moving on making the Town Hall
Meeting a once-a-month to once-asemester event. The idea was to provide
a forum in which students, faculty and
administration could interact with one

another regarding issues faced by the stu
dent body.
According to Dean Edwin Clause, Vice
President of Academic Affairs, the event is
intended to get student input as to how to
improve the campus experience for the
students.
"I want to see how we can improve life
here on campus," Clausen said.
Smith added that she felt that the meet
ing would give students the opportunity to
take their complaints to the proper author
ities.
"There are too many students here that
complain to their friends about the prob
lems they have with the college," Smith
said. "This meeting will give those stu
dents the opportunity to take their prob
lems to someone who can do something to
affect change."
The town hall meetings will be held for
the campus community to bring up any

concerns, questions, or problems to the
administration. Boone stated that she
hoped such a meeting could create an
open atmosphere in which students would
not be afraid to voice their concerns.
"This will give the students the oppor
tunity to cut through the red tape," Boone
said. "They will be able to say whatever is
on there minds."
Typically, the concept of town hall meet
ings is to address anything that has to do
with student life. Some possible issues
that may be addressed are Finacial aid,
Residence life, academics, difficulties with
administrators, and/or any suggestions
that anyone may have as to how to
improve our school. Dean Boone says, that
this will be an opportunity for students to
"make their voices heard." She also hopes
that there will be a good turn out.
The Student Association is going to pro
vide finger foods for this event.

New clubs forming at Daemen
By Darcy L. Smith
Are you one of those students who
claims that they would get involved on
campus if only there were better clubs to
join? In the upcoming weeks, you just
might get your chance.
Several new clubs are going through
the recognition process at Daemen. They
include a Volleyball Club, a Paintball Club,
a social club, Reality, a choral group, a
community service organization, Daemen
Students Without Borders, and a new fra
ternity.
The Volleyball Club hopes to promote
physical fitness while encouraging healthy
athletic competition.
They have been

playing on Sunday nights since the begin
ning of the semester. This club is open to
both men and women of all skill levels.
The Paintball Club is also a club sport.

"The student population
and their interests are
always changing. With
these new interests, there
is often a need for new
clubs.
-Chris Malik
This club seeks to promote athletic ability
and creative development. Participants
will engage in a strategic form of the tra-

ditional game of paintball. They will plan
specialized attacks and creative defenses.
This club is open to all students.
Reality, a social club, is a co-ed organi
zation which tries to give members an
opportunity to get together to interact
with people of different majors, back
grounds, and values. This organization
hopes to host a variey of events on cam
pus to improve the college experience for
members and non-members alike.
All
students are invited to join.
The choral group hopes to give Daemen
students a chance to express themselves
musically.
They currently meet on
Tuesday nights and are preparing some

(Continued on Page 3)
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Daemen College - In need of new look
By Darcy L. Smith
Did you know that our college has some
talented artists? Unless you go to the far
end of the first floor of Duns Scotus, proba
bly not.
Why is there so little artistic
expression at Daemen?
From what I have seen, Daemen's Art and
Graphic Design programs have increased
greatly in size over the past several years.
We even have a few talented artists.
However, short of the student art exhibit at
the end of the academic year, and the pres
ence of whatever pieces the department
hangs up on the walls on the first floor of
DS, there is very little evidence of any artis
tic expression on campus.
I must admit that for a few brief moments
at the end of last semester, I was starting to
think that this problem was coming to an
end. Daemen actually had two student art
pieces in the Wick Center (both of which

remain there now). However, two seems to
be the limit. No new art pieces have been
added.
Does this seem pathetic to you? Are you
sick of looking at bare, white walls? Did
your high school seem more decorated than
this college? I would have to answer in the
affirmative to all of these questions. I find
that quite disturbing.
To me, it seems as though there are sev
eral possible solutions to this problem. One
possible solution would be to ask the
Art/Graphic Design majors to submit exist
ing works for display throughout the cam
pus. Another would be for the school to
commission individual works or murals (this
solution, however, creates a funding ques
tion).
In addition to making the walls a little
more interesting, I feel that increasing the
presence of visual arts on campus could

Fear is OK, Hysteria is not
By Wayne Brown
Okay folks, I understand. People are con
cerned about what is going on in the free
dom loving U.S.A. We were violated, robbed
of our security and our feeling of safety. But
why is everyone in such a hurry to abdicate
their freedom to their elected officials?
In a recent survey conducted by Fabrizio,
McLaughlin & Associates, a survey and con
sulting firm, people were asked if they were
in favor of national ID cards. Over half of
those surveyed said yes. That is fine to a
point. After all, people who experienced a
tragedy like the events of September 11 will
get nervous and advocate strange things.
The survey asked what information
should be included on such a card. Things
such as a photograph, eye color, and finger
prints got overwhelming approval. If you are
going to tear apart our freedoms, that infor
mation seems natural. After all, with the
GPS chip installed, they will know where you
are already.
What is truly disgusting to me is that 44%
of those surveyed said they would be defi
nitely or probably willing to have their
genetic coding imprinted on their national ID
card. Folks, almost half of the sample want
ed their government to be so oppressive as
to outrank the most overbearing govern
ments throughout history.
My friends, it is time to wake up.
Government is not a friend, and certainly
not a parent. It is nice to have a government
that can take action to protect us from our
adversaries. But my concern is a govern
ment who needs to protect us from our
selves.
If you think that a little piece of plastic
will separate the "good people" from the
"bad people," think again. If you are 20 or
younger, pull out your wallet. If you are
not, remember when you were. Do you or
have you ever possessed a fake ID? My bet

is most of you said yes. I can truly say no,
but that is not due to anything altruistic. I
looked 21 when I was about 10 years old!
Now here is a big secret for you...carry
ing a fake or doctored identification is ille
gal. GASP! I will pause while you cut up
your fake ID and throw it away in horror
and disgust.
Think about this for a second. If you are
willing to break the law to buy a beer on a
Friday night, is there a chance someone
bent on destruction will find a way around a
national ID card? The answer is yes. To cre
ate a fake national ID will not be difficult.
Remember, freedoms are easier to lose
than to gain back. We are a country that
was founded on the concept of innocent
until proven guilty. Don't let your anonymi
ty be threatened because previous presi
dents did not respond to earlier violations
committed against our country and its citi
zens.
Would a national ID card have prevented
the bombing of the Alfred MUrrah Building in
Oklahoma? Would it have stopped the
Rosenbergs from selling national secrets?
Would it stop murder, rape, robbery, or
theft? No, no, and no. Are you willing to
surrender your freedoms to a government
because it falls short? That would be like
building all cars to not exceed 35 miles per
hour because towns cannot afford radar
guns.
Just remember that every time you reach
for your wallet, there is someone out there
willing to force you to carry your genetic
coding in your wallet.
And people worry that the police have too
much power now? Who monitors the moni
tors of all of our most private information?
The Constitution is not multiple-choice.
Lets keep it that way and protect all of our
rights.

have other beneficial effects. Most impor
tantly, it would highlight the talent and
skill found in our Art department. This could
have positive affects on their enrollment and
notoriety on campus. Also, increasing the
amount of visual stimulation may make the
buildings more comfortable and conducive
to social gathering. In essence, it would
make the buildings more home-like.
Whose responsibility it would be to con
trol such a project would remain to be seen.
Possibly the Art Department could coordi
nate it or maybe someone from the admin
istration. It could even be feasible for the
Art Club (if such a thing still exists) to spon
sor such a program (with permission of the
college administration, of course) with the
help of the Student Association. If there are
enough artists interested, I think it would be
interesting to pursue this project. It could
be for the betterment o f the college's
atmosphere and environment.
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New clubs form 
ing at Daemen
(Continued from Page 1)
Christmas music for a performance later this
semester. This club was started with the
help of Dean of the Division of Arts and
Sciences, Peter Siedlecki, who found a con
ductor for the group. This group is open to
all students.
The Students Without Borders group
seeks to expand Daemen's community ser
vice tradition to an international scale. The
group hopes to travel abroad to such places
as Haiti and the Dominican Republic to vol
unteer in health care, child care, and repair
ing and building houses. This group also
intends to serve in the local community for
such organizations as Habitat for Humanity.
Any student with a commitment to serving
the community is invited to join.
A new fraternity, soon to be called Omega
Epsilon Zeta, is also in the formative stages.
Member Asad Akbar, a Sophomore Pre-Med
major, said that he felt the club would
improve the overall quality of life on cam
pus, especially among the male population.
"We hope to make campus a better place
by increasing the number and variety of
activités available to students," Akbar said.
"It will also give male students a place to
belong and a place to make friends."
This fraternity will be open to all male
students and is hoping to gain official recog
nition some time this semester.
Student Activités Director, Chris Malik,
stated that he feels these new clubs will be
good for the campus.
"The student population and their inter
ests are always changing," Malik said. "With
these new interests, there is often a need
for new clubs. They serve as a way to get a
wide range of people involved in campus
life."
The Vice President of Governing of the
Student Association, Stephanie Williams,
also added that there is always a need for
more clubs and activities.
"If enough people have an interest in
something and the drive and persistence to
start a new club," Williams said, " I think it
could only benefit the college."

The new oppressed m inority
By Darcy L. Smith
I know people who believe that there are
"signs" in just about everything in life. I see
signs too. The only difference is that all
the signs I see say "No Smoking."
Smokers have become an increasingly
oppressed part of our society.
Smoking is not allowed in most restau
rants, office/academ ic buildings, the
Daemen residence halls, even some bars.
Smokers are forced to go outside whenever
they want to partake in their vice.
You may be saying, "I don't feel sorry for
them. They choose to smoke." This is true.
However, if we put limitations on every vice
the way we do to smoking, none of us would
be safe. Are you wondering what the hell I
am talking about? Let me explain;
To many people sex is an addiction and,
therefore, a vice. Are we going to make
everyone who has sex take it outside? 1
think not.
Ok, so sex doesn't affect others the way
smoking does. What about when people
cook smelly foods? Let's think about
microwave popcorn. When people make
popcorn in the lounge on my floor, the
whole floor starts to smell like salt and but
ter. I have heard more than one person say
that it has become such a frequent occur

rence that the smell is starting to make
them either hungry and eat too much, or
sick and want to vomit. Either way, making
microwave popcorn affects others negative
ly. I think it should be taken outside.
Do you understand what I am saying? Do
you see how crazy this is?
Also, it bothers me that there is no place
for students to hang out and just smoke.
There are places for them to hang out and
eat, talk, study, sleep...just not smoke. Wick
seems to feed just about every other addic
tion. There is a TV in there for the couch
potatoes, food in there for the over-eaters,
computers in there for the internet
junkies...just no place to smoke. Why is
there no place to smoke? Aren't Smokers
students too? So what do all of these smok
ing rules hope to accomplish? Are they
intended to protect us from ourselves? If so,
I can think of a lot of other things that aren't
regulated that are more harmful. All these
rules do is make us so angry that we stand
outside longer to complain about what
smoking will entail come winter. While we
complain, we smoke. It just aggravates the
situation.
In conclusion, I just have to say, "it's
going to be a long winter”. At least we
smokers will have lighters to warm up our
hands.

Join the staff of your student newspaper!
The Ascent is in need of
writers, photographers,
& your ideas
You may even receive 1 credit per semester, though not exceeding 3
credits total, for regular contribution
to the Ascent.
For more information, please
e-mail ascent@daemen.edu

Why the President is Wrong: An Opponent’s
Point of View
By Ray Graf
A missile defense system is the best thing
in the world for the United States, according
to proponents of George W. Bush. A missile
system would create a sense of security for
people living in this country. Although not
designed to stop a large-scale attack from a
major world power, like the Russia, it could
stop a few nuclear or biological missiles
from any "rogue country" that would threat
en the U.S.A. with destroying a major city.
Most recently, the opponents of the plan
have been using the objections of large,
influential countries, China most noticeably,
as the mainstay of their arguments. The
missile defense plan, countries like China
claim, attempts to make nuclear war a survivable event. A major reason why the Cold
War never grew "hot" through nuclear war
was that neither power believed they could
survive the retaliatory attack from their
opponent. What good would destroying the
"bad guy" be if you didn't survive to benefit
from it? This logic was responsible for pre
venting the Cold War from turning nuclear.
To quell beliefs that this logic would
change with a missile defense system, the
current plan is to limit the number of inter
ceptor missiles built so that in the case of a
full-out attack, only a few of the missiles

would be stopped. Both countries could still
be annihilated; therefore, they still would
not be likely to engage in a war they could
not win. What people fail to see is the effect
this system would have on U.S. policy for
those countries that would be considered
"rogue countries."
The United States has a long history of
being a "bully" to countries it didn't like.
During the post-World War Two decades, the
CIA was responsible for overthrowing many
governments that it felt would not side with
U.S. desires. Chili, Iran, Egypt, and
Nicaragua are all examples of countries with
legitimate governments that were forced
OUT of power because the President of the
United States did not like them. It was
believed that the U.S.A. could do this
because there was no real opponent to side
with these countries and stop the
Americans.
Today, American power in relation to all
countries of the world is at its highest peak
in over four decades. No other single coun
try can rival the United States in a conven
tional war. This makes many developing
countries very nervous. What kind of power
do they have to bargain against the United
States? The United Nations is ineffective
without the support of major world powers,
and which of America's allies would stand up
for a country like Iran? One possible bar

gaining chip for these countries is the threat
of a rogue missile attack. If the United
States has to fear the destruction of a major
city, it will be more likely to keep unwanted
intervention to a minimum and will enact
fairer, more equal trade policies. A missile
defense system takes away this bargaining
chip and could easily allow for exploitation
of many developing countries.
Another issue rarely focused on is alter
natives to missiles. In an era of suicide
bombings and chemical and biological
weapons, how safe is the United States from
viral infection? If the threat of nuclear
weapons is diminished, a more deadly arms
race could begin. Instead of nuclear
weapons, the weapons could be Anthrax or
the Ebola virus. Is a missile defense system
worth the possible risk of starting a race to
manufacture more of the deadliest diseases
the world has ever seen? What are the costs
of a malfunction in this technology?
Chernobyl was deadly for the countries sur
rounding the explosion, but an Ebola acci
dent could be deadly for the world's entire
population. Does George W. have all the
facts?
A missile defense system may make a
few people sleep better at night, but is it
worth the billions of dollars needed to make
it work when America will not really be any
safer?
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Service: First, Last, Always
By Joelle Schelhaus
What one word best describes Daemen's
Director of Academic Service Learning, Dr.
Joseph Sankoh? SERVICE! Whether he is
serving the needy of Buffalo, the orphaned
children of Sierra Leone, or the students of
Daemen College, service is what Sankoh
does best.
Sankoh was born in Sierra Leone. He
has come a long way since then. He came
to America and earned a BA in Political
Science from SUNY Cortland. He then
earned an MA in Political Science from UB,
followed by a MAIS in International
Studies/Affairs from Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Sankoh's Ph.D. is in Political
Science, also from UB.
Why did Sankoh decide to go into politi
cal science? His reasoning is two-fold.
Sankoh said that he likes people; political
science allows him to better know how to
relate to others. Political science also
helps him to better understand how the
global system works. Coming from the
third-world, with its many political prob
lems, this greatly interests Sankoh.
"I love it!" said Sankoh. "It really gets
you to be on top of what's happening in
the world."
Sankoh is committed to helping people

in need all over the world. His many com
munity involvements include: Food Bank of
Western New York, United Way, Kiwanis
International, United African Association of
America, and Journey's End Refugee
Resettlement Agency.
Here at Daemen, Sankoh has created a
nationally and internationally recognized
service learning program that has benefit
ed over one million people worldwide.
Sankoh also is an assistant professor in
the History and Government department.
He teaches such classes as International
Relations, Comparative Politics, and
Problems of the Third World. In the
spring, Sankoh will teach a new course:
Politics of Globalization. He has written
and presented many papers, including pre
senting one at Harvard.
Off campus, Sankoh likes to play soccer
and socialize.
On campus, Sankoh is forming a new
student group, Students without Borders.
Daemen students can also always find
Sankoh at TGIFs and Springiest, having
fun and socializing with students.
His students are important to Sankoh,
who gets self-fulfillment from working with
students. He has a sign on his office door
stating this belief. Sankoh serves his stu
dents, not just his community at large.
He believes that his students are like cus

You spoke, we wrote - Survey
Results on "The Blackboard"
By Jam es Middleton
Survey by Jam es Middleton
and Jennifer Smith
For Students and professors at Daemen
College, the distance learning message
board, or "The Blackboard," is a way to com
municate with a professor or other students
from the comfort of your own home. It is
used in some classes to post new course
information and documents in order to bring
users more up-to-date on what is new.
However, the Blackboard has received mixed
reviews from both students and staff alike.
Some find it useful, while others hate it or
have never even used it. When many stu
dents were asked about The Blackboard,
nine times out of ten they thought the
blackboard in question was the one that
hangs on the wall, not the one on the com
puter.
Why is it that The Blackboard gets so
many mixed reviews? What are its good and
bad points? In a survey conducted a couple
of weeks ago, we, the Ascent staff, got the
answers to those questions.
For the first question of the survey, we
asked, "Have you ever used The Blackboard
distance learning server?" 64% of those who
completed the survey said yes. Many had
used in it such courses as Psychology,
English, Foreign Language, Science or oth
ers. 36% had never used it.
Surprisingly, there were mixed reviews as
to whether the students enjoyed using The
Blackboard.
36% of the students asked
found it useful and liked the program. 45%
said they did not find it useful and/or did not
like the program. The remaining 19% were
completely undecided.
We asked those who participated in this
survey for permission to use their opinions
and statements in this article.
Kristen
Polakiewicz, a Daemen student, stated that

the Blackboard decreased student-professor
interaction.
"I’m not paying tuition for classes to be
on the internet," Polakiewicz said. "As a full
time student, I need personal attention
from my professors, not from a computer
screen!"
Another student, Abby Miller, said that
she felt that the Blackboard was "absolute
ly worthless to Daemen students." She did,
however, add that she felt the internet could
be a good learning tool, just not the
Blackboard.
Like the students, the professors were
equally divided about the Blackboard.
Roughly the same percentage of those who
took our survey did and didn't use distance
learning in their classes. Those who do not
enjoy the program commented that it was
oftervconfusing and a hassle. Others added
that it loaded slowly and that it made their
lives difficult when the server was having
problems.
For the professors who do use it, many
find it to be extremely helpful. Dr. Shirley
Peterson, Associate Professor of English,
said that she felt the Blackboard was very
helpful. She found it especially useful when
she was sick for a week.
"I use Blackboard as a way of keeping in
contact with my students when we're not in
class," Peterson said. "I recently caught
Pneumonia, for instance, and was able to
keep the class going through the
Blackboard even though I was gone."
One thing to remember with this pro
gram is that it is fairly new to Daemen. As
the technology improves and time goes on,
this program could function as an extreme
ly helpful learning tool. However, student
opinions should probably be evaluated on a
continuing basis to see if, in fact, students
think it is increasing their individual educa
tional experience.

tomers. There should be a mutual rela
tionship between students and professors.
"Students are what makes us all be
here," said Sankoh. "(We need to) try to
get them actively involved. Without them,
there is no Daemen."
Service is a part of daily life for Sankoh.
He serves his students, his community, and
his world. Why? To put it simply. . .
"I like what I do," said Sankoh.

Kelly to speak
on UN/US
Sanctions
against Iraq
Public Announcem ent
Kathy Kelly, a founder of Voices in the
Wilderness (VITW), a campaign to end the
UN/US sanctions against Iraq, will be speak
ing at Daemen on November 16 at 7:00PM
in the Schenck Auditorium.
Kelly has been to Iraq 13 times since
1996, when the campaign began. During
those trips, one of which lasted seven
weeks, she helped to distribute toys and
medicine to Iraquis who have been affected
by the UN/US sanctions. For this, she, and
those who travel with her, have been threat
ened with 12 year prison terms and fines in
excess of $160,000 from the UN for viola
tion of the sanctions.
In addition to her efforts in Iraq, Kelly also
helped organize and participated in non-vio
lent direct action teams in Haiti and Bosnia.
In addition, she has been known to fast "for
peace, in defense of life..." for extended
periods of time. She was once sentenced to
a year of prison for planting corn on nuclear
missile silo sites.
Kelly holds an MA in Theology and is
active in the Catholic Worker movement.
She is a pacifist and a war tax refuser. She
has refused payment of all Federal Income
tax for 18 years. Among her awards are
Teacher of Peace (1998) from Pax Christi
USA and Courage of Conscience (1999) from
Peace Abbey.
The event is sponsored by Call to Action
of Upstate New York and the Daemen
College
History
and
Government
Department. A free-will offering of $5 is
asked of all those attending.
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Daemen Homecoming scheduled for
November 9-11
By Nancy Hammel
A Homecoming celebration is one of the
highlights of autumn at many schools.
Daemen is no exception. The events sched
uled for this year's Homecoming weekend
promise to excite, entertain, and educate
the students, parents, and alumni who
attend.
The weekend kicks off with a TGIF gath
ering in the Wick Cyber Café and a men's
basketball tournament on Friday, November
9th. Games for both the men and women's
tournaments will continue through the
weekend. Another evening of fun will ensue
at the Saturday night Cabaret in Wick Dining
Room.
Those who wish to explore Daemen's
involvement in the fine arts will not want to
miss the art exhibit in the Fanette
Goldman/Carolyn Greenfield Gallery located
in Duns Scotus. Also, MusicalFare, the pri
vate theater company in residence at the

school, is offering a reduced ticket price for
the Friday night performance of No Way to
Treat a Lady.
Of course, academics will also play an
important role in the weekend's festivities.
Discussions relating to a controversial film
and selected faculty presentations will rein
force the belief of the high quality of
instruction at the college.
Some notable individuals will also be on
campus for Homecoming events. Ms.
Catherine LePage Campbell (class of '84)
will accept the Distinguished Alumni Award
for her continued service to Daemen
College. Her contributions have included
fund-raising for scholarships, increasing
participation among alumni, and recruiting
guest speakers such as Dan Rather, Dr.
Michael Baden, and Coretta Scott King.
Julian Bond, current Chairman of the
NAACP and civil rights activist, will appear
on November 7th as a special pre-weekend
Homecoming speaker. For more information

on this lecture, refer to the Daemen web
site.
Because no celebration would be com
plete without food, the organizers of
Homecoming have included several meals as
part of the merriment. And for those who
did not have their fill on the Fourth of July,
fireworks will illuminate the sky over cam
pus on Saturday, November 10th.
An informative pamphlet outlining events
in greater details can be obtained at many
high-traffic areas of campus. Peter Brodie,
Director of Alumni Relations, anticipates up
to 200 parents and alumni taking part in the
events, so reservations for some activities
are recommended.
Brodie stated enthusiastically, "We hope
that by combining the weekend with the
Men's/Women's Basketball Tournament and
incorporating many other exciting events
throughout the weekend that all members of
the college community will have an OUT
STANDING Homecoming!"

N e w HTM on C a m p u s
By Laura W itt
There is a new addition to the campus: an
automated teller machine (ATM). The new
M&T Bank ATM is located in Wick lobby for
use by the entire campus community.
"There have been requests by students
and faculty to have some on-campus bank
ing," said Robert Beiswanger, Jr., Daemen's
Vice President for Business Affairs and
Treasurer of the college.
M&T Bank was chosen to provide the ATM
because the bank agreed to perform all nec
essary maintenance and install the ATM at
no cost to Daemen College. Another benefit
is there are no transaction costs for anyone
with an M&T account.
The ATM uses phone lines and a dial-up
connection. The transaction process will be
slower than that of ATMs on bank property.

Daemen student Kim berly Hines
uses the new ATM.
Photo by Laura Witt

Individuals will just have to be patient while
using the ATM.
The ATM was placed conveniently next to
the laundry card machine. Since students
tend to need smaller bills (such as to put on
a laundry card), the ATM dispenses fives and
tens, as well as twenties.
Representatives from M&T Bank will be
setting up a table in the Wick Center lobby
to offer free checking accounts. They will be
here on Thursday, November 8 from 1:00 to
3:30 pm and Friday, November 9 from 9:00
am to noon.
On Monday, October 22, the ATM
machine was not working correctly. There
were problems with it giving out double the
money requested, and only charging for
what was asked for. Anyone who has

(Continued on Page 7)

Protect Yourself from Date Rape Drugs
By Alan I. Leshner, Ph.D., Director,
National Institute on Drug Abuse
Bethesda, Md—(COLLEGIATE PRESSWIRE) Things about college life haven't changed
over the years, but others have, especially
for coeds: Date and campus rape has
become more prevalent. And college women
have had to learn to be more wary and pro
tect themselves.
Recently, a new danger has been added
into the mix: colorless, tasteless, odorless
drugs - GHB, Rohypnol, and ketamine.
These "date rape drugs" have shown up at
campus parties and clubs and have been
used surreptitiously to sedate coeds as a
prelude to sexual assault. Dropped into alco
holic beverages and soft drinks, the drugs
are so effective that they render women
physically weak and impair their memory.
GHB (gamma hydroxy butyric acid, G, liq
uid ecstasy, GHB) is a central nervous sys
tem depressant that relaxes or sedates the
body. The drug comes in clear liquid, white
power, or tablet or capsule form. The Drug
Enforcement Administration has document
44

444

ed GHB in 15 cases of sexual assault involv
ing 30 victims.
Rohypnol (roofies, rophies, roach, rope,
and the forget-me pill) is the trade name for
flu nitrazepam, a drug in the same family as
Valium®, Halcion®, and Xanax®. The drug,
which is used abroad as a sedative, a pre
surgery anesthetic, and an aid to sleep, is
not approved for use in the U.S.
The sedative-hypnotic effects of Rohypnol
include muscle relaxation and amnesia. If
it's used in sexual assault, the victim may
not remember the assault, the assailant, or
what took place. To detect whether the drug
has been used, the victim must provide
urine samples for testing within 72 hours.
Ketamine (Special K, vitamin K, and cat
Valium) is an injectable anesthetic used pri
marily by veterinarians. The drug is pro
duced in liquid form or as a white powder.
It, too, provides sedative, hypnotic, and
hallucinogenic effects, similar to those of
the drug PCP but with faster and more
potent results.
In 1996, Congress passed the "DrugInduced Rape Prevention and Punishment

Act," creating Federal penalties for use of
any controlled substance as an aid in sexual
assault. This year, the "Hillory J. Farias and
Samantha Reid Date-Rape Drug Prohibition
Act of 1999," named after two young women
who died in club drug-related incidents,
made GHB a Schedule I controlled sub
stance.
What are the telltale signs of druginduced intoxication? - A more intense
response to alcohol, memory lapse or loss of
time, and/or feelings that you have had sex
but can't remember parts of or the entire
incident.
How can you keep yourself safe?
Learn more about these drugs and
date/campus rape by contacting your cam
pus rape crisis center. Information for col
lege students on GHB and Rohypnol is also
available from the Rape Treatment Center at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center (800END-RAPE).
Be sure you know the people you social
ize with and keep on eye on whatever you
are drinking. Enjoy yourself, but play it
safe.
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Daemen Students take Shuttle off Campus
By Jennifer Smith
One of the most frequent complaints
heard from resident students at Daemen is
that the college is too far from any enter
tainment. To lessen this problem, the col
lege has implemented a shuttle system that
transports students to and from Galleria Mall
on Saturday afternoons.
The idea for this program came out of the
Student Association. SA President Darcy
Smith said that the project seeks to give
students the opportunity to get off campus
while, at the same time, helping them to
shop for any items they may need.
"Too often students without cars are stuck

on campus," Smith said. "If they don't have
money for a ca,b or don't feel comfortable
taking the bus, they find it difficult to shop
for items to meet their personal needs."
Smith also went on to add that the pro
gram gives students the chance to get off
campus to socialize and get a change of
scenery.
"As a resident, I know that sometimes
you just need to get off campus," Smith
said. "When you can do that with friends
from campus, it can be all the more enjoy
able."
Chris Malik, the Director of Student
Activities, added that if the existing program
is successful, it could be expanded to

Civil Society and Sustainable
Communities Program
By Dr. Denise Mills
Picture yourself attending classes — In
Antigonish, Nova Scotia.
St. Francis
Xavier University. Quaint Victorian town,
modern university facilities, the Atlantic
Ocean is as far from campus as UB is from
Daemen.
In Prince George, British Colombia.
University of Northern British Colombia.
Majestic Rocky Mountains, frontier town,
First Nations culture, bears and wolves, ski
ing and snowboarding.
In Mexico City. Universidad LaSalle.
Twenty million people.
Fabulous museums, parks, shopping. Aztec
temples, Baroque cathedrals, 21st century
clubs, people, culture and business from
every nation on earth.
In Guanajuato, Mexico.
Universidad de Guanajuato. Colonial
architecture outside, wired for the net
inside. Warm climate all year long. Silver
mines, strolling musicians, cutting edge
technology, international arts festival.
Your reply?
1) "Can't afford it."
2) "No space in my curriculum."
3) "My Spanish isn't so hot."
4) "I never want or need to leave Western
New York."
My response:
1/ Students participating in the Civil Society
and Sustainable Communities program pay

their Daemen tuition and get up to a $3,000
grant to pay for room, board, and travel to
Canada or Mexico.
2/ The Civil Society and Sustainable
Communities minor (one semester)
requires one Intro course here at Daemen
before you leave, one CSSC-related course
(from a variety of disciplines) at the host
campus, one service-learning course related
to your curriculum or professional goals, and
three courses of your own choosing: to fill
up the core, take required courses for what
ever your major is or study in areas Daemen
may not offer like anthropology, women's
studies, aquatic resources, recreation...
3/ Don't need it in Canada. If your Spanish
is pretty good, but not good
enough to take college courses, the two
Mexican partner universities offer - free of
charge — intensive summer Spanish classes
so that you'll be ready to take classes in
Spanish in the fall semester.
4/ Buffalo, Cheektowaga, Tonawanda, the
Galleria, your friends, your family, the
Sabres, and the Bills will all still be here
when you get back. A semester in another
country and another culture will change
your life and your world view forever. It tells
future employers and graduate or profes
sional schools that you are a person who is
adaptable, who is curious, who is up to the
challenges of the new century, who can try
new experiences, and who can succeed.
Interested? See Dr. Denise Mills, DS 228 or
contact me at dmills@daemen.edu

include more frequent excursions and varied
destinations.
"If the shuttles become more frequently
used," Malik said, "the program could possi
bly be expanded to include trips on other
days of the weeks to places like Tops, or
special events like sporting events or the
ater trips."
Approximately ten students used the shut
tle the first time it ran. SA is hoping that the
shuttle will run every regular (non-holiday)
weekend. The shuttle leaves the Wick
Center on Saturdays at both 12:30 and 2:30
and picks up at the Galleria Mall at both
2:15 and 4:15. For more information, see
the SLICE or speak to Chris Malik

Other Uses for this
Newspaper
listed by personality type:

ARTIST: Cut into small sqaures.
Use for Origami.
ATHLETE: Rip out page.
Crumple into small ball. Throw
as needed.
TROUBLEMAKER: See above.
Throw at person in front of
class.
PERFECTIONIST: Read paper.
Find mistakes. Send threats to
editor.
SMOKER: Stick several issues in
plastic bag. Place on step. Sit on
for dryness and padding.
MASOCHIST: See call for staff
on Page 3. Join.
HUMANITIES GRAD: Use for
blanket when homeless and
sleeping outside.
POOR STUDENT: Save until
December. Use as holiday wrap
ping paper.

Not Everybody’s Perfect
By Francis Stearns
Hi, I represent half of the country. I would
like to tell you a couple of stories about how
people treat that half.
One day, as I was riding my bike to lunch,
a construction worker yelled "there she
blow's" when he spotted me riding by.
Another day, I was walking down the
street and a car drove past and someone in
the car opened yelled in my direction, "your
fat!"
I know that some of you are laughing
right now. Those are funny stories. Or are
they? Would it have been funny if they
yelled nigger, or kike? I don't think so.
People are outraged at a racial slur, but it
seems to be acceptable to say mean and
nasty things to people who are overweight.
In a society where we are bombarded

with information about racism and sexism
and discrimination against handicapped
people, I wonder why it is acceptable to say
things to people who are overweight.
We are suppose to be enlightened to the
point of accepting other people. We are
taught to fight for the rights of the Tibetan
people and the opressed people around the
world, but nobody care's about the feeling
and pride of overweight people in their own
country. Fat people are funny, right? I am
starting to think so because I hear it every
day.
I hear ignorant remarks from ignorant
people. I ignore these people with a shrug
but I really want to say that they are the
ones with the problems, not me.
I once read some where that people who
are overweight are more mentally stable
than people who aren't overweight. The

only problem is that we have to put up with
people saying things about us our size.
Couldn't people just live and let live? I
guess not! I'm sorry I'm not perfect but my
guess is neither are you. So let's just move
on with our lives and leave each other alone.
If you don't like me, for whatever reason,
that's fine. I can live with that, but please
leave the people who are overweight alone.
We really don't deserve your remarks.
Now that I've spoken my piece, I would
like to add that we, the overweight, are liv
ing, breathing human beings and deserve
the respect of everyone. This is America and
as far as I knew this is a free country. If the
people around you don't like what you do or
say don't worry. They're are people out
there that will accept you for the person you
are.
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Daemen Proves to be Healthy
an average of 14.5, with few major differ
ences between the two.
Since most students attending Daemen
are health majors, this survey is a real
insight to how the average student at
Daemen might rate. This means the
majority of Daemen's students practice
good health.
The survey also showed that the num
ber of smokers at Daemen is relatively
low, and that most Daemen students do
not drink and drive.
There wasen't that great of difference
between the scores of males and females
either. The males scored higher in physical
exercise, but the females made up for it in
other catagories, such as eating behavior.

By Sarah Ford
Are health majors more healthy than non
health majors? This was a question raised in
a recent survey given by Dr. James Moran,
Associate Professor of Religion, in his course
on medical ethics.
Questions on the survey ranged from
whether students wear their seat belts to
whether they drink alcohol. The survey was
given to approximately 120 students of both
health and non-health majors. All the stu
dents in Dr. Moran's medical ethics course,
as well as others not in the course, partici
pated in the survey. Out of the possible 24
points (24 meaning most healthy), the
health majors and non-health majors scored

N e w ATM on C a m p u s
(Continued from Page 5)
(i. e. frauding M&T bank) and has legal con
sequences. It can be considered a Federal
offense. In their meeting on Tuesday,
October 23, the Student Association stated
that any student who receivded money from
the ATM that they were not billed for should
return it to M&T Bank. As Senior Class
President Amanda Bishop stated, "It's both
the ethical and legal thing to do."

received more money, than that which they
were charged for is LEGALLY obligated to
return the money to M&T bank.
When any student receives cash from the
ATM, they are recorded by the camera.
Having taken extra money could be consid
ered wire fraud. Wire fraud describes
anthing that involves the use of eletronic
device to fraud anouther person or company
1
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October 29, 2001

1. Tide
5. Burned tobacco by-product
8. Not close
12. Top grade of gasoline
14. Birthday count
15. L a ______ de m a tante
16. Fingered
1?. Tigers
19. Low est point
21. Sp e ed s up
22. R ace distance
23. October birthstone
25. W hat wiiiows do
2?. Satyr
30. Nears
33. Type of center
34. Controvert
36. Curry
38. Y aks are a type
33. Ditto
40. Patella
41. Colum bus ship
42. H orse control
43. C ar type
44. Acetate is one
46. Power from a nuclear__ _____ _
48. O ne of Dem ille's m ovies
50. W ound protection
51. Tom H an ks’ first starring m ovie
54. President's office
56, Leave without perm ission
59. A triangle
62. Som e are for football bets
64. First Hebrew ietter
65. Dye quantity
66. Brain box
67. Evening in Rom a
68. Isle in E. England
69. Rem ain
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Aeronautics and Mode!
Rocketry A ssociation (abbrev.)
11. Deference to an older person
13. Acid used to produce nylon
15. Leisurely stroll in M erida
18. Fem ale nam e
20. Tease
24. Live with
26 Reticules
27 The South
28 T ie s up
29 Breathe through ‘de n ose'
31, ______ .C an e
DOW N
32 C over with cream cheese
33 A lifer, e.g.
1. Prioress, e.g.
35 D ressed to th e ______
2. Style
37 B ig _______
3. Hindu principle of fife
39 Get there
4. Excel
43 Skin on top of head (pi.)
5.
________ ________ O 'Shanter
45. Era
6. U sed a s gelling agent
47 W hat can be in a hole
7. S ig n up again for a m agazine
49 An iceberg do es this
8. M odel Carol
51 Prejudice
9. G asoline

(Continued from Page 1)
out one group for the program may further
alienate that group.
Sarah Fredericks, a PT student, agrees.
She thinks potential students who are
homosexual will be deterred from attending
Daemen when they see the stickers. She
said such individuals may perceive that
there is so much discrimination that the safe
zones are necessary.
Last year, Fredericks witnessed an
-episode of harassment against Donna
Bonacum. She thinks the school must insti
tute a zero tolerance policy against sexual
orientation harassment.
Currently, there is not such a policy in the
student handbook; it is not required by fed
eral or state law.
Dr. Charles Sabatino said we should
expect to see homophobia at Daemen.
"A campus should reflect the society at
large, and society is homophobic."
He thinks the solution to the problem lies
in talking about the issues.
"Places where people can honestly talk
these things out through open dialogue,
where they feel safe in talking about their
struggles,
identities,
and
problems,"
Sabatino said, "maybe that is the safe
zone."
The Safe Zone stickers, which were
designed by the Publications Office, are
imprinted with the words "safe zone," a pink
triangle, and an open door.
The pink triangle has its history in the
Holocaust. Under the Nazi classification sys
tem, it identified male homosexuals in con
centration camps. No longer a negative
symbol, it is viewed as an emblem. The
open door symbolizes open communication.
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Safe Zone

52. W ight, e.g.
53. A reguiar attendee
55. Loyal Scot
57. Su llen n ess
58. Fitzgerald
60. Elizabeth Arden runs one
61. Hovel
63. Arch

Academic Festival
in Works
Mark your calendars! The second annual
Daemen College Academic Festival is sched
uled for April 17, 2002. Last year's festival
was very successful, and the planning com
mittee looks forward to more of the same
this year. Of course, this success depends on
campus participation.
Students and faculty,please consider pre
senting at the festival. Showcase a senior
thesis, a creative work, an experiment, a
talent, a class project. Exhibits may include
work from the fall or spring semester.
If individuals from a variety of majors and
departments participate,
the festival will truly be a celebration of all
the achievements of the
academic year; so start thinking about how
you can help us celebrate!
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What’s Been Happening
Special Thanks to
Amanda Bishop,
Simone Spann,
Darcy Smith and
Laura Witt for the
photographs.

Greg really enjoyed sewing the giant
Am erican flag.

The men of Daemen showed their stuff
on the football field throughout the Fall
intram ural football league.

Several groups of Daemen Students
let it all hang out at AIRBAND 2001!

G aelle and Am anda look great after
"riding" with Darcy.

The RAs sponsored a mock DWI car crash.
Local firem en, police officers and rescue
workers were on hand to help with the event.
Crazy costum es at Boobar 2001
Is it ju st me, or is it cold in here?

Daemen students bundled up to watch
the mock DWI car crash.

Michelle, the human gum-ball machine, won
the Best Female Costume prize at Boobar!

