Embryonic NSA Project Involves Tutoring,
Assistance at St. Nicholas R.C. School
By JU LIA HASSETT
St. Nicholas School, East Utica
and Welker, is, the base of a
youth program sponsored by the
Diocesan Youth Board.. In oper
ation for several years, the pro
gram is recognized as one of the
finest in the city.
Mr. Nicholas Pelosi of Grand
Island heads the program, which
offers the facilities of a wide
range of interest areas to the
neighborhood youth. These in
terest areas are primarily ori
ented toward the recreationaleducational, a n d include such
divisions as photography, drama,
arts and crafts, sewing, sports,
shop, and weight lifting.
The program runs for approxi
mately twenty five w e e k s on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings,
ending in April. In addition to
Mr. Pelosi as director, there is
a full staff of well qualified men
and women, most of whom are

teachers and counselors.
When questioned about the pro
gram’s goal, and the qualifica
tions of those working on the
program, Mr. Pelosi spoke for
all the staff members.
“ We are not just trying to teach
them something, or give them
something to do. We rather want
to make this a friend relation
ship and offer them the kind of
enjoyment a n d assistance that
friendship does. The aim of the
program is, more than anything,
to help them with their problems
through the development of a
mutual appreciation and trust.”
St. rjiicholas has a very serious
problem, however. W i t h over
two hundred youth participating,
t h e program is overcrowded.
There are many students who
must be turned away.
The answer for St. Nicholas is
outside assistance.
For Rosary Hill students, this

answer can be seen in the form
of a challenge. The St. Nicholas
Project is being initiated on cam
pus through the cooperation of
the NSA coordinator, Julia Hassett, and her committee, and the
campus community coordinator,
Carol Bleier.
. This project will provide a
channel for students to offer two
hours of their time, from 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m., one night a
week,' either Tuesday or Thurs
day. Interested students can work
with a staff member in one of
the following areas: photography,
drama, arts and crafts, sewing,
or they can choose to help initi
ate a new division, tutorial aid,
which the staff feels is needed,'
but for which there is no per
sonnel available.
As a staff member has said, the
only real requirement is that you
like people and want to work
with them.
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Interviewer Randomly Measures
Opinions Prior To Mock Election
. Mr. Robert Lorr: “I will vote
for Johnson. I would agree with
the statement that Goldwater is
not a true conservative. I also
think that Johnson’s record as a
senator, as the Vice-President,
and as the President has been
outstanding and I do not believe
that Goldwater has demonstrated
a need for change. Nor do I
believe that Goldwater is intel
ligent enough to be our Presi
dent.”
Sue Stillman ’65: “I’ll vote for
Johnson mainly because of the
capability with which he took
over the office of President. I
feel that in the future the vice-

The Art and Opinions
Of Mr. Robert Lorr
By SUE MAURI
The renewal of an ancient ap
proach to sculpture, three di
mensional color, keynotes the
work of Mr. Robert Lorr, assist
ant professor of a r t at RHC
which is being displayed until
November 6 in Duns Scotus Hall.
Mr. Lorr is presently concen
trating on this double impact of
sculpture and painting in his
designs; he uses mainly contem
porary techniques such as weld
ing and reinforced concrete in
combination with color.
Mr. Lorr laments the general
intolerance of a b s t r a c t art.
“There is no irreconcilable op
position of realism and abstrac
tion,” he stated in commenting
on his work which utilizes both
approaches. “Though each uses
a different vehicle, each conveys
spirit, feeling, and man’s experi
ence.”
He likened the abstract a r t
form to a symphony which has
lyrics to portray the specific
meaning of the composer; how
ever, the symphony is respected
as a work of art which needs to
be understood while abstract art
seldom receives the same recog
nition.

president will play a more im
portant role in the government
than ever before, and frankly,
I do not trust Bill Miller, and
I’m from Lockport.”
Mr. Michael Smith: “I’m for
Goldwater. I believe strongly in
his stand against communism.
Johnson makes himself out to
be a conservative when in re
ality he is not. I believe Goldwater would give us a more
efficient, democratic government
and erase much bureaucracy.”
Phyllis Friscia ’67: “ If I were
twenty-one, I would be a liberal
Democrat. So naturally, I sup
port Johnson since Goldwater is
in opposition to my ideals. I
can’t say he is crazy, even if he
is. He leaves me shaking.”
Rose Sokolowsky ’68: “Gbldwater? He’s so far right he’s
left!”
Mr. Robert McGee: “ Basically,
I agree with Mr. Goldwater’s
principles as stated in The Con
science of a Conservative. I dis
like the socialistic tendencies of
Johnson’s programs and am not
impressed with the foreign pol
icy of the U.S. during the past
four years. Since I see no chance
of improvement under the pres
ent administration, I will con
tinue to support Goldwater.”
Claudia Kregg ’66: “I am po
litically committed to Johnson.
I sympathize with his ideas and,
although I c a n n o t get whole
heartedly behind him, I could
never support Goldwater.”
Sister Michaela ’66: “I support
Johnson. The things he stands
for are the things I want to see
done.”
Sue Mauri ’68: “After reading
The Conscience of a Conservative,
I have decided to support Goldwater. I agree with his political
views and believe him to be vN
ery
honest.”
Marlene Chameli ’68: “Goldwater is inconsiderate of the
majority view of the American
people. He is for the rich to get
rich and the poor to get poorer.”
Father Fisher: “No comment.”
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Institute Opens
For Applications
Application periods for under
graduate foreign study in Paris,
Madrid, Vienna, a n d Freiburg,
West Germany, will open Monday,
Oct. 24, the Institute of Euro
pean Studies has announced.
All four Institute centers will
offer both spring-semester, 1965
and full-year, 1965-66 programs
for students in history, political
science, modern languages and
literatures, philosophy, and other
liberal arts and social science
fields. The programs are design
ed for college juniors, but some
sophomores are admitted in Paris
and Vienna.
Formal applications are due
Dec. 7 for next spring’s programs
and May 10, 1965, for full-year
programs starting next fall. Sail
ings are set for Feb. 1 and late
August or mid-September. All
programs end in late June or
July.
An Institute spokesman said
the programs aim at “immersing
the student as deeply as his back
ground permits” in a European
university. Total immersion is
rarely practical, he said, because
European university courses are
so highly specialized that U.S.
undergraduates can usually prof
it from foreign university courses
only in their major or minor
fields.
“ On the other hand,” he said,
' “we don’t want to place the stu
dent in a ‘ghetto’ where he is
exposed only to American-style
courses taught by American pro
fessors, and must live and study
only with other A m e r i c a n s .
Whether you look at it academic
ally or culturally, the European
experience should be both excel
lent and different.
“ Our aim is to maximize the
student’s confrontation with Eur
ope a n d European education,
within the practical limits set by
U.S. college requirements.”
To supplement the courses stu
dents take in the European unii
versity, the Institute’s Madrid,
Paris and Vienna centers each
(Cont’d on P. 4)

On-Campus Election W ill
Decide Students' Choice
The essence of American free
dom is embodied in the right of
the individual to freely express
what he believes and to vote
accordingly. So precious and so
cherished is the idea of selfexpression especially in the na
tional elections, that here at Ro
sary Hill, we have chosen to re
enact on Monday, November 2,
1964 a scene that will enfold the
nation the following day.
Students are requested to cast
their ballots in the Student As
sociation Office between the

Paolucci Speaks
Conservatively
The confrontation of a Ken
nedy with a Keating has robbed
New York State of an important
debate, stated Dr. Henry Paoluc
ci, conservative candidate f o r
tJ.S. Senator. In his speech at
Rosary Hill College on October
26th, Dr. Paolucci held that the
conservative voice was not being
heard because both Keating and
Kennedy are liberals.
“There is not a more necessary
debate, and it is tragic that the
two great currents of American
thought are not confronting each
(other,” said Paolucci.
Dr. Paolucci maintained that
Goldwater’s views haven’t been
given fair criticism. He is not
listened to because the things
he says are not pleasant.
In further commenting on the
national election, Dr. Paolucci
accused the present administra
tion of maintaining a cringing
foreign policy. It is a policy
whch attempts to immobilize the
enemy by tempting him w i t h
gifts.
“This administration is attempt
ing to achieve domestic tranquil
ity by the steam roller process.”
Dr. Paolucci held that the execu
tive, the most privileged person
in our society, attempts to grat
ify the lowest class by pushing
down the middle class.
Dr. Paolucci went on to say
that we cannot hope to prevail
by setting our enemies loose on
each other. “Russia and China
will fight, but over our dead
body.”
After his speech in the cafeter
ia, Dr. Paolucci moved to the
informal atmosphere of Marian
Social Lounge for a coffee-hour.

hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Only a minute of your time is
required. However, take this
minute seriously for in a year
or two it will not be a mock
election but the actuality.
Here is a perfect opportunity
for you to express your politi
cal preferences and to refute the
statement that this campus is
not politically aware. Speakers,
discussions and debates have all
stimulated political thought. Now,
through your vote, this thought
can be synthesized into a gene
ral student opinion.
Looking around the Rosary Hill
campus one cannot help but no
tice the definite political activ
ity which has become a prom
inent issue on campus as well as
throughout the country this year.
The newly created position of
political co-ordinator has brought
the interest in politics held by
many of our students to the sur
face.
On October 30th, the political
awareness group will sponsor a
lounge debate—Liberalism versus
Conservatism. Opposing sides will
be represented by members of
the College debate team. Also
in the formative stages are
plans for a rally and mock
presidential and senatorial elec
tion. As of this writing, no date
has been cleared for either. How
ever, the date and time of both
will be publicized in advance, to
insure student participation. All
students will have voting priv
ileges.
The idea and purpose behind
these activities are to familiarize
the students with various party
philosophies a n d the current
critical issues. It is definitely
not, however, to determine any
political stand on campus.
Much criticism has issued forth
from the students concerning the
number of Democratic speakers
on campus and the lack of Repub
lican r e b u t t a l s . The political
awareness committee has stated
that the reason for this is not
due to party affiliations of any
members, but rather due to lack
of co-operation from the Repub
lican party. Invitations, which
have been many and varied, went
o u t to prominent Republican
leaders and have either been re
fused or ignored. However, the
committee still hopes that it will
be able to present to the student
community the Republican view
point given by representatives of
the Republican party.

Placement Office Offers
Peace Corps Examination
RH Students Urged To
Give Needed Red Fluid
Help! A desperate word. Could
you say “ no” to a plea for life?
Be as charitable as St. Elizabeth
and give blood on her feastday,
November 19th. She saved lives
by giving bread to the poor. Will
you save a life by giving just
one pint of blood?
The bloodmobile will be on
c a m p u s Thursday, November
19th, in the Marian Social Room
from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. You must
weigh at least 110 lbs. and if
you are under 21, a consent slip
from your parents is necessary.
Contact Diane Dreher or Pat McKnight in Lourdes Hall or Angie
Gigante.
Remember, November 19th and
—give blood.
P.S.: Girls, you can forget that
diet! Eat before donating.

In response to requests from
interested students, arrangements
have been made for a special onc a m p u s administration of the
Peace Corps Placement Test. The
non-competitive test, used only
in assisting in the placement of
potential Volunteers, w i l l be
given on Saturday, November 14,
1964, at 9 a.m., Room 301, Duns
Scotus. In addition to the more
than 8,000 Americans who will
go into training in 1965, 1,000
Juniors will enter Summer, 1965
training to begin preparing for
o v e r s e a s assignments in 1966
after completion of their senior
year. For further information on
the test and how you can apply,
contact M i s s Mary Ann Stegmeier, Placement Director.
Federal Service Entrance Ex
amination will not be held on
campus on November 21st as
scheduled.
Since there were not fifteen
applicants for the F.S.E.E. the
students who plan to take the
exam will be notified of the Buf
falo location where the exam
will be held.

Thursday, October 29, 1964

THE ASCENT

PAGE 2

Carnival Probed
For '64 Defects

Ascent Challenges Faculty and
Students to Articulate Views
W e are supposedly a modern, progressive Catholic
campus; yet we lack an atmosphere charged with in
telligent Catholic thought. W hy?
Where is the voice of our faculty and our intel
lectual students? Many of our professors speak at great
length concerning religion and the controversial issues
of the Church. And they say that there is lethargy and
stagnancy of thought on our campus, concerning these
issues. To an extent, they are correct, regretably so. Stu
dents here do not frequently feel called upon to convert
their theological reasonings to the written w ord; and yet
I cannot believe that they have no theological thought.
However, our faculty, many of them having intel
ligent arguments and backgrounds steeped in philosophy,
have been notably absent from the ranks of publishing
authors on this campus.
There is even an existing medium which they might
use. Our newspaper, being what it is, allows great free
dom in this area. W e are not primarily and solely a news
source; there has always been room for faculty and stu
dent thought, for well-written, thoughtful essays. The
faculty members who have contributed their writings
to The Ascent are to be congratulated. Many students
have commented on the great value of such publication.
But there is a vast majority of professors on campus
whose words have never been communicated publically
outside the classroom.
If faculty members and students become attuned to
such intellectual activity, the atmosphere at Rosary Hill
could become what it should be — active, charged with
conflicting thought, deeply involving.
If one criticizes, one must also act; we talk a lot
here at Rosary Hill, but how much do we do? The camp
us is small enough still to become a unified community
of students and faculty. The effort, however, must come
from both sides, from both groups. W e can take ad
vantage of our size or we can make it a serious educa
tional handicap.
But returning to the main premise — we must have
active theological thought, both from students and facul
ty, if we are to justify our presence in a Catholic college.
It is the students’ time to speak as well as their time to
learn.
W e supposedly came to Rosary Hill to grow in the
Catholic faith. W e must then achieve that growth in
order to justify our isolation from the secular educa
tional communities.
One might call this an invitation to faculty and stu
dents, or possibly, more correctly, a challenge. You are
asked to accept it.
mph
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Penny Moore ’66: “Well, first
of all, I would like to say that
Mr. Cuddy was tremendous in the
variety show. I hope he is back
next year with some new jokes.
One thing, though, I don’t think
that we had the crowd we usually
have. I worked from 7:30 p.m.
till 11:15 p.m., so I really did see
how many people came. What to
do? I think the solution is more
off-campus publicity.”
Mary Ryan ’68: “I hope that
next year they still retain the
originality factor. E a c h booth
seemed different from the rest
and crammed with new ideas. I
do think, though, that next year
we should have a bigger area
because it was awfully crowded.
Perhaps, too, we could have the
carnival extended over the whole
weekend. It seems a shame to
put all that effort into just one
night. Another thing that ruined
Carnival Weekend in a sense was
the way I had to divide my time
between my parents and the car
nival, really not being able to
concentrate on either. Shouldn’t
Parents’ Weekend and Carnival
Weekend be different dates?”
M a r i l y n Gillooly ’66: “The
booths this year were different,
such a good variety! I think,
though, that paying a quarter at
the door was a bad idea. First
impressions are important. Next
year, I hope we still have it at
the Glen, but couldn’t we enlarge
the dance floor somehow?”
Mary Jane Feldman ’67: “Next
year lets not have all those num
bers for every game. I had to
wait for quite a time for the
(Cont’d on P. 4)
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By PATRICIA SHANNON
Senator Keating is a native of
New York, and has lived here all
his life. He has served the peo
ple of New York in the Congress
for 18 years, the last six in the
United States Senate. We, the
majority of people in NYS, have
found him to be a skillful and
successful legislator, a man of
outstanding courage and ability.
Why? When we look at his rec-

SENATOR KENNETH KEATING
ord, it is easy for us to know
who r e a l l y understands the
unique needs and aspirations of
his fellow New Yorkers and who
is interested, not in just any
state as a means to political in
fluence, but specifically in New
York State!

Senator Keating believes that
every man and woman should
be given the opportunity to work
at decent wages. Therefore, he
has initiated many vital programs
to bring more industry and jobs
to New York.
Senator Keating is deeply con
cerned with the human problems
facing our people. Consequently,
he strongly supports social se
curity, unemployment insurance,
and medical and hospital care
for the aged.
Senator Keating looks towards
the preservation of peace with
justice as the most important
challenge facing our leaders. He
strongly supports the UN and
has a d v o c a t e d measures to
strengthen it.
Senator Keating champions gov
ernment reform. He has lead the
fight to streamline the archaic
procedures of Congress, while at
the same time fighting against
corruption and conflicts of in
terest in the legislative and ex
ecutive branches.
Senator Keating insists that the
people have ,a right to know. He
was the first to warn about the
Soviet missile build-up in Cuba.
Senator Keating, in his tireless
fight for equal opportunity for
all, has joined with responsible
civil rights leaders in condemn
ing the elements that promote
violence and lawlessness in our
cities.
Obviously, S e n a t o r Keating
knows, works and fights for us,
so of course we want to keep
New York’s own!

R. F. Kennedy Exempts Himself From
Dantes "Hottest Places in
"The hottest places in hell are
reserved for those who in
time of great moral crisis
maintain their neutrality."—
Dante
As election time approaches,
we see evidence f r o m college
cafeterias to barber shops, from
outspoken editorials to softspoken politicians that hell must be
a pretty cool place about now.
In New York State, November
3rd will have a doubly climactic
political effect. For on that day
not only will New Yorkers cast
their ballot for a U.S. President,
they’ll also elect a U.S. senator.
The Robert Kennedy - Kenneth
Keating senatorial race carries
with it almost as much interest
as the Johnson-Goldwater Presi
dential race, and it’s no wonder,
when you consider the personali
ties a n d the issues involved.
Kenneth Keating, the incumbent
senator from N.Y.—best describ
ed as “ competent” — is being
challenged by Robert Francis
Kennedy, the former Attorney
General of the U.S., and the
brother of our l a t e President
John Kennedy.
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Student Commends Keating
For Past Service to State

As Attorney General, Mr. Ken
nedy was more active tjian any
former man holding that office
in securing the rights of all min
orities, and arrayed the resources
of the Federal Government on
the side of the Negro in the
quest for equal t rights. He was
and still is in the forefront of
the battle to change our immi
gration laws, which discriminate
against Italians, Poles, Greeks,
and other Southern and Eastern
Europeans.
As counsel to the Senate Rack
ets Committee in the 1950’s, he
made a c o n c e n t r a t e d drive
against syndicated national crime
and corruption in labor unions.
While he was Attorney General,
racketeering convictions r o s e
700% in four years.
Mr. Kennedy organized a n d
headed the President’s Commit
tee on Juvenile Delinquency, set

up centers to help underprivileg
ed children in Syracuse and N.Y.
City. He cleaned out the $150,000,000 narcotics ring in 1961
and stopped the frauds against
N.Y. consumers involving bread,
drugs, blood banks, land and
meat. He increased convictions
for pornography and smut by
100% during his term of office.
Robert Kennedy prosecuted more
stock swindle cases in three years
than in the previous twenty-seven
years since the passage of the
securities laws.
With this impressive record be
hind him, Mr. Kennedy accepted
the Democratic nomination for
senator from N.Y. and began the
task of creating his own political
career. So far, it hasn’t been
easy. He has had to fight two
main factors: his name and his
accent. Yes, these are two basic
objections to his senatorial as
pirations. Time and time again,
from one end of the state to the
other, he has been asked the
same questions: “ Mr. Kennedy,
aren’t you using N.Y. as a po*
litical stepping stone?” and “Why
are you carpetbagging in N.Y.?”
With his characteristic wit, he’ll
reply to the first question that
the only place he could step
would be the Presidency, and so
far as he knows someone is al
ready there and will remain until
1972. That’s eight years and two
senatorial elections away. If he
d o e s have aspirations for the
Presidency, he would have to be
a tremendous senator with an
outstanding record. If he would
“use” N.Y. by being an outstand
ing senator, New York S t a t e
would receive the benefits. As
he would climb to higher levels,
he would take N.Y. along. And a
careful look at our state of af
fairs today would disclose that
we could use a little climbing—
and a Bobby Kennedy.
New York is THE state in the
Union, possessing t h e largest
population, the greatest concen
tration of industry, commerce
and money. Where does N.Y.

stand? Certainly not where it
belongs when one considers the
problems in unemployment, hous
ing, transportation, and educa-N
tion. We need and deserve a
creative, imaginative, forwardlooking leader, not just a senator
who shows up for roll calls! Has
anyone ever heard of “ the Keat
ing Bill?” It’s not likely since
there has never been one by
that name.
Because his last name is “Ken
nedy,” many people are on the
defensive. They don’t want to
be “idiot voters” , t h o s e who
choose candidates on the basis
of their smile, name, or their
good looks. So many New York
ers tend to fall for the opposi
tion’s next attack, Mr. Kennedy’s
non-residency. Their* favorite ex
pression is “ carpetbagger.” But
how valid is this argument? Ac
cording to the Constitutions of
the U.S. and of N.Y. State, Ken
nedy qualifies as a candidate. He
has lived in N.Y. for sixteen
years, longer than in any other
state. The Democratic Party in
N.Y. WANTED him. So he is not
a “ stranger” as some would have
you believe. If one votes for a
candidate on the basis of how
long he’s lived in the state, (a
type of idiot vote in itself), he
should cast his ballot for the old
est man in New York State.
What would Bob Kennedy know
about the state’s problems, and
what would he do about them?
N.Y.’s problems are those of the
nation and of the world. The
New York Herald-Tribune has
said: “the Attorney General has
been in the center of every cris
is, has had a hand in every
major d e c i s i o n.” Therefore,
Bobby Kennedy’s record shows
that when he talks, people listen.
When he goes to work, things get
done. Let us not let a name and
an accent deprive our state of
outstanding leadership which it
so badly needs! Let’s put Bob
Kennedy to work for New York!
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The Looking Glass Strikes Again;
Bonaventure Airs Its Views of You
The position of two specks in campus carto
graphy changes with the consideration of a third.
The motive for this change is the shadow the
third speck casts on the first two. Since distance
does not permit a sizable shadow, the approaching
shadow will suffice.
In the last issue of the Ascent, the line drawn
from CC to RHC proved more pointed than curv
ed. The type of line from a third point in the
southern section of the state to RHC awaits apaprisal. Quotes will help trace the route.
Re. RHC: “It’s unfortunate that RHC is 80 mi.
away from St. Bonaventure but yet only 15 min.
away from CC.” . . . “ among Catholic girls’ col
leges, the best around here” . . . “ need for more
communication between RHC and SBU but how
can it be done with the clowns down here?” . . .
“ Why don’t you just move the college down here?”
. . . “ they’re the best to us of all girls’ schools”
. . . “ a rich girls’ school” . «■ . “ Chill Hill.”
Re. RHC co-eds: “all fhe same” . . . “do the
monkey pretty good” . . . “ better bred” . . .

Mr. Kerr Opposes Mr. Cuddy;
Upholds Robinson's Position

“There’s nothing like a Rosary Hill girl.” . . . “ theyare down here shopping around — for a good
time” . . . “mentally and physically stimulating”
. . . “RHC girls want ordinary clean-cut Joe Col
lege type guys” . . . “politically unsophisticated.”
“Some of my best friends are RHC girls” . . .
“ lots of class” . . .“ in the right company, they’re
different” . . . “closely knit” . . . “brutal” . . .
“warped by association with CC” . . . “ mediocre”
. . . “make it seem that school is a really tough
place to get through” . . . “ they all make good
nuns.”
“ We all think highly of you” . . . “ better than
D’Youville” . . . “Three out of the four that I
know are blondes” . . . “ a good group” . . . “ro
mantic in the metaphysical sense” . . . “ nice, po
lite and comfortable” . . . “ I love them” . . . “re
served” . . . “ really ‘tough’” . . . “ enjoyed our
company” . . . “very healthy attitude toward
life” . . . “ stuff shirty” . . . “ obstinate” . . . “ good
time girls” . . . “ Most seem to be thinkers — they
take nothing for granted” . . . “ Great.”

Mr. Cuddy Refutes The 'New M orality
And Opposes Opinions of Mr. Kerr
By MR. JOSEPH CUDDY
Honest to God by John A. T.
Robinson is an attempt to re
concile Christianity with our nonChristian culture. The musings
of this Anglican bishop have re
sulted in one of the most stimu-’
lating and provactive works in
recent years. As such, it could
be profitably studied in classes
of Catholic theology.
Although his chapter on “The
New "Morality" amounts to a dis
missal ôï traditional Christian
-ethics, lre~ makes^TToints "Which
witnout compromising truth. Tra
ditional ethics, he charges, has
j fostered a legalistic approach to
I morality producing Christians
I more anxious over what the law
1 demands than what love urges in
life’s situations. One cannot deny
Robinson’s assertations that love
should be the basic norm in
confronting moral problems and
that “persons are more import
ant even than ‘standards.’” Fur
ther, the underlying theme of his
book that Christianity has failed
to do justice to the authentic
l values in our secular culture—
1 has an embarrasing ring of truth
> about it.

(

Bishop Robinson’s thought is
good medicine for those steeped
in traditional Christianity, but it
must be administered in limited
doses. Taken indiscriminately, it
can bring on a more serious dis
ease than he hopes to cure. His
is an old story of the man, dis
turbed by simplistic solutions for
complex problems, who responds
with simplistic solutions of his
own.
The problem the author is
trying to solve with his “New
Morality” goes back at least to
the Greeks: reconciling liberty
and authority in the religious
realm. The problem (as I see it)
goes something like this. Reli
gious traditions, especially Chris
tianity, have relied heavily on
authority and commandments as
guides for human conduct. Yet,
human maturity demands a cer
tain freedom of the individual,
a growth in self-reliance and in
dependence, by which men guide
their lives and shape their own
destinies. Is it possible, therefore,
to be a devout Christian and a
mature individual at the same
time? The prblem is especially
acute today, for our society has
been molded by historical cur
rents making men impatient with
authority. The Protestant Refor
mation, the French Revolution,
the liberal and humanitarian
philosophies of the nineteenth
century, and existentialism in the
twentieth have profoundly in
fluenced
present-day thought.
They have left a legacy of en
thusiasm for freedom and a resi
due of distrust for anything that

smacks of “system,” “institution,”
or “ conformity.”
To resolve the tension between
authority and liberty, Robinson
sides with liberty. He insists on
a radical ethic of the situation,
with no hard rules, no stem
commandments, prescribing how
man must act in the concrete
situation. There is but one absol
ute in his ethical framework, that
of love. For him, “ nothing can
of itself always be labeled as
‘wrong’” . Indeed, “ the only in
trinsic evil is lack of love.” The
bishop is confident that the
power of love will find its way
through the complexities of life
without prescriptive law. If we
are of good heart, he assures
us, “ love will find the way, its
own particular way in every sit
uation.”
For moderns, spellbound by the
prevailing mystique of freedom,
such words are a consolation and
a welcome refuge from the stern
demands imposed by traditional
Christianity. In my opinion, how
ever, he has made Christianity
palatable by leaving out essen-

the Pharisees challenged Christ’s
teaching on the permanence of
marriage in terms similar to those
of Robinson. How could he in
sist on such a universal law, they
charged, when “Moses permitted
us to write a notice of dismissal
of our wives.” “By reason of the
hardness of your heart,” he ex
plained, “he wrote you that com
mandment. But from the begin
ning of creation, God made them
male and female. ‘For this cause
a man shall leave his father
and mother, and cleave to his
wife, and the two shall become
one flesh.’ „H. . What therefore
God has joined together let no
man put as nder.” (Mark 10;
5-10). Many difficulties arise from
the legal element in the Chris
tian tradition; but to dismiss
Christ’s commandments as mere
suggestive examples seems out
of harmony with biblical texts.
One might sympathize with Ro
binson’s emphasis on the situa
tion and the persons involved
as the basis for deriving our
moral judgements. It seems to
me, however, that the command
ments of God are part o f the total
situation in which Christians find
themselves.

In Honest to God, Archbishop
Robinson says that Christianity
ought to be understood as “ . . .
a radical ethics of the situation"
with nothing prescribed but!
love” . In indicating my agreement with this view, let me ex
plain what I understand by Ro
binson’s formulation.
Christianity understood this
way is non-legalistic. This means^
that there are no prearranged,
perfectly fitted rules for religious
moral decisions. It means that
when a person exercises his Godgiven terrible freedom, the es
sence of the Christian element
in his action is that he alone must
decide in the face of uncertainty.
And there are no rules that he
can substitute for the freedom
to decide; simple, direct and me
chanical conformity is incompa
tible with Christian freedom.
“The truth shall make you free” ;
surely this is not Pharasaical J
truth.
The doctrine of love in freedom
involves necessarily creativity.
Une must select a soluHon ac
cording to love for each situation.
Or shall we suppose that all that
one contributes is an automated
application of rule to situation?
This presupposes a precise for
mulated rule for every situation.
and further
eaeh~rnnral
situation to be sufficiently identi
fiable as falling into classes easi
ly catalogued] it assumes that
there are no unique differences
and circumstances! U there is
a uniqueness to every situation,
then a creative shift is required
in every case; but if all moral
situations (with respect to one
class of another of them) the
same, then decision is necessary
(but then there is no responsibili
ty either). Christianity as the
radical ethics of the situation
involves a frightening responsi-

Dear Editor:
W h e n something is lacking,
why don’t we program? When
we program, where is our sup
port?
I understand w h a t it
means to go to a non co-educational school, to live on campus
and feel trapped there. Accord
ingly, I know what can be done
about this as I am certain there
are others with similar feelings,
questions and answers. Where?
We can’t cut Rosary Hill by day
and resident people; we can’t
corral our students to be soli
tary; but most of alV we can’t
do a thing as a single person.
There is need for organization.
I want your suggestion for pro
gramming for second semester.
Jean Gilmartin ’66
Social Co-ordinator

In Robinson’s scheme of things,
the traditional Christian ethic of
adherence to law implies a legal
istic morality and a mechanical
response to life’s problems. Ad
mittedly, the Catholic moral sys
tem has manifested such ten
dencies (which theologians like
Bernard Haring have been try
ing to overcome in recent years).
The tendency has become pro
nounced by the vast multitude of
Christians more anxious to avoid
sin than to grow in Christian
love. I believe, however, there
Dear Editor:
is an alternative to slavish le
I think the time has come to
galism or abandonment of law. , say something about the grumbl
Commandments and eternal stan ing that has been heard in the
dards may limit our range of cafeteria lately.
choice, but they do not give
The service, quality, and lack
the final anwser to Christian
of culinary imagination in the
action. Law is stable, life is dy
menus leaves something to be
namic. The task of transforming
desired. Raising the price of an
MR. JOSEPH CUDDY
life into a dynamic expression
article to make it appear more
tial ingredients. One obvious dif of Christian love requires much
valuable is an old merchandising
ficulty which he attempts to ans more than the “packaged moral
gimic and should not be foisted
wer is the tone of authority that judgements” (as Robinson puts
on “captive customers” .
runs through the Bible. What it) of a moral code. It requires
We are a collegiate commun
about the stem commands from prudence, sensitivity to the needs
ity,, a discriminating commun
Mount Sinai or the moral pre of others, imagination, respon ity. I feel that we have every
cepts laid down by Christ? Such siveness to the creative poten right to demand consideration
precepts, according to Robinson, tialities in ourselves and others
for both our pocket books and
are not universal rules. They are and numerous other factors oper our palates.
Every positive effort ought to
but “illustrations,”
suggestive ative in life’s various situations.
“parables” of what love may at It does not require much ingenui be made. Hungry students don’t
ty, for example, to accept the
learn well.
any time demand.
laws on marriage * and divorce.
—Disgruntled
I find this interpretation of But to make marriage a Chris
biblical precept difficult to re tian experience, to keep alive
Dear Editor:
concile with the tone of temper the fire of love and joy of living
As a member of the Board of
of the Old and New Testaments. over many difficult years, re
Although Christ repudiated legal quires a sense of Christian crea Governors of Rosary Hill College
Alumnae Association, I have the
ism, he did not abolish law. If tivity that goes far beyond the
opportunity to visit R.H.C. fre
Our Lord’s commands were mere prosaic demands of law.
quently and to see many issues
illustrations of what He was driv
If many Christians have flounof The Ascent. I have been most
ing at, then He went out of His
(Cont’d on P. 4) disturbed by what I’ve read re
way to be misunderstood. In fact,

garding your campaign against
the Administration of the College
and apparent crusade for stu
dents’ rights and their freedom
of speech.
The University of Buffalo’s stu
dent paper, The Spectrum, in
1960, was allowed such freedom
as you evidently are crying for
and, as a result, the Chancellor
of the University had to send
public apologies to the people
offended by the staff of “ the
most knowledgeable and sophis
ticated young adults.”
What disturbs me to a greater
degree is the lack of Christian
Charity in one of your first is
sues last spring. Once the stu
dent body, or its leadership, loses
the Franciscan spirit and it is
no longer “veritatem facientes
incaritate”—you will have lost
your uniqueness in the commun
ity.
Sincerely,
Kay Kearns, ’57
Dear Editor:
We, as members of the Student
Association, were not consulted
or asked for our opinion in any
way, shape or form, on the Stu
dent Senate resolution to “repre
sent” our desires to the federal
governmnt. We do not want to
see m o r e federal government
pressure in the South. We be
lieve it merely causes more fric
tion. You cannot legislate social
behavior. We believe t h a t if
Rosary Hill students w a n t to
write letters to the federal gov
ernment, they should not do so
in the name of the Student As
sociation.
Ellen Birmingham ’65
Joanne Przybyla ’65
Donna Beimler ’67
Lynn Vergo ’67
Mary Barone ’67
Cis Attea ’66
Ilona Godry ’65
C. Stry ’68
Patty Shannon ’66
Lala Di Paolo ’65
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Student Advocates Spread
Of Catholic Principles in
by Patricia Donovan
During the twentieth century,
an ever increasing emphasis has
been placed upon the secular
movement in education. Why has
this movement posed greater
problems for our society? Why
has it widened the gap between
the catholic college student and
the student in a non-sectarian
university?
To answer these questions, one
must first comprehend the mean
ing of the term “ secularism.”
Secularism, as recently defined
by a Buffalo diocesan priest, is
the “separation of God from
man.” It is precisely this separa
tion which has become the root
of numerous evils in our society,
specifically the absence of God in
the classrooms of secular insti
tutions. In education, then, secu
larism is the absence, also, of the
application of Christian moral
principles in the instruction of
philosophy, sociology and poli
tical science, areas in which these
principles derive their greatest
benefit and use.

these Christian solutions can not
be ignored, for they are the only
pervade society today. And yet
hope for non-violent mediation in
such fields as racial relations and
labor-management disputes.
Too often, religion is complete
ly separated from temporal af
fairs. The student in a religious
institution comes to recognize the
fact that Christianity must not
be isolated from daily life, but
rather that these two must be
combined for the enrichment of
himself, his community, and his
world.
The benefits of secular educa
tion cannot be ignored. We find
in such schools excellent teach
ers, facilities and a wide range
of courses to choose from. The
question is this: can a Godless
education, devoid of instruction
in morality and Christian princi
ple, offer to a student a complete
ly rounded curriculum? Or is
such a program merely preparing
the student for a world in which
the effect of such principles is
diminishingly rapidly?

Most of our leading Catholic
educators agree that for the Cath
olic youth a Christian education
is desirable, if not absolutely nec
essary. For in a secular college
we find little mention of Christion charity in solutions offered
by prpfessors for the tremendous
social and moral problems which

It is the duty of thpse educated
in the light of social Christianity
—the Catholic college student—
to bring these principles back
into the w o r l d . Perhaps this
sounds like foolish idealism, and
then again, perhaps a little ideal
ism for religion would be a wel
come change in those students.

Carnival Criticisms

Military Visits

(Cont’d from P. 2)

First Lt. Sandra C. Clungeon
will visit Rosary Hill on Novem
ber 5 at 11:30 a.m. in Room 121
of Duns Scotus to speak to in
terested seniors concerning the
U.S. Army.

board to fill up before the game
could be played. I hope next year
that the same girls are in the
booths because they were very
nice and friendly—good spirit!
M o r e girls, though, should be
supporting Carnival ’65.”
Kathy Eberl ’66: “I hope next
year we can avoid the bumper
sticker controversy. I think that
they are a violation of private
property. I think that it is a
good idea having the carnival
here because it is so much easier
to decorate. Also, next year I
think we should have making a
donation of a dollar for wine
a voluntary thing. I hope I’m not
b e i n g misunderstood, but I’m
just giving s o m e constructive
criticism.”
Claire Arnold ’68:/ “Next year
can’t we have the variety show
in a more formal setting? All
those tables around ruined the
atmosphere. C o u l d they have
decorated the Glen in the World’s
Fair theme? This is really a
minor criticism because, on the
whole, the variety show was very
good. I brought my parents and
they really enjoyed the whole
thing.”

Remember the
Junior Prom and
Ring Ceremony on Nov. 7

On November 18, S e r g e a n t
Remmele, Recruitment Represen
tative for the United States Air
Force, will be on campus. From
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., any
interested student may speak to
her at the end of the first floor
next to the elevator.

Mr. Cuddy Refutes

Institute . . .
(Gont’d from P. 1)
offer from 34 to 55 courses taught
by European university profes
sors in fields ranging from art
history to sociology and theology.
Except in Vienna, where a num
ber of courses are taught in Eng
lish for students still brushing
up on their German, all instruc
tion is in the native language.
Because University of P a r i s
courses last the full year, and
do not admit new registrants for
the second semester, students in
the spring-s e m e s t e r program
there will be unable to attend
regular university lectures. In
stead, they will concentrate on
l a n g u a g e development and
French-taught courses organized
specifically for American stu
dents.
In Freiburg, the principal town
in Germany’s Black Forest, In
stitute students take all their
work with German students in
the 500-year-old university, de
scribed as “ a graduate school by
U.S. standards.” They receive as
much as one hour of tutorial as
sistance for every hour of lec
ture they attend.
For its Vienna programs, the
Institute has introduced a new
requirement of at least a semes
ter of college German or a year
of German in high school. These
programs also require a C-plus
college grade average.
All the other centers require
a B average and one or two years
of the appropriate language. Ap
plicants must also have the ap
proval of their U.S. colleges and
universities.
Students in all the centers live
in private European homes or in
European student dormitories.
Before regular classes begin, they
are given from, four to seven
weeks of intensive language train
ing. The programs also include
orientation, meals, and two field
trips under European university
lecturers.
Descriptive literature is obtain
able from the Institute of Euro
pean Studies, 35 E. Wacker Drive,
Chicago, 111.

(Cont’d from P. 3)

H*

dered on the Scylla of legalism,
the bishop has been caught in
the Charybdis of anarchy. If
Christian theologians have been
excessive in their renunciation
of our secular culture, the bishop
has gone overboard in his ac
ceptance of that culture. Love
alone just cannot do all that he
claims it can. Wherever men have
come together to further human
life, they have found law neces
sary to guide them. Christ re
spected that need for He came
not to abolish the Law but to
perfect it. Robinson errs not be
cause he places love above law
but because he substitutes love
for law. I believe we must follow
Christ through both elements for
He has told us, “If you love me
keep my commandments.” (John
14:15).
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Dr. Harold Peterson Speaks
To Pi Gamma Mu Society
Prevailing across thè twentyone district countries, that are
commonly referred to as Lafin
America, is a “Restless Spirit.”
This spirit reflects the complexi
ty of Latin American History
and the urgency of its economic
political and social circumstance.
Today, the people of these coun
tries are conscious of their situ
ation and of their untapped po
tential; they can taste the effects
of modernization and they want
to swallow. Playing a critical role
is the diplomatic activity in which
the Americas engage. It is easy
to point to an unfortunate his
tory of United States fiascos in
Latin America; but it is necessary
that we evaluate our present pro
grams. The Alliance for Progress
is pointed to by many as the
beginning of a possible solution.
But if this is to be the answer,
there is sufficient cause for per
mission. Of necessity, this pes
simism must lead us to im
mediate and constructive re-examination of our Latin American
foreign Policy.
These sentiments were expres
sed by Dr. Harold P. Peterson,
Professor of History at State Uni
versity College at Buffalo. His
recent book “Argentina and the
United States” is the first com
plete work on the subject; cur
rently he is preparing a book
for secondary school teachers on
Latin America.
Members of Pi G a m m a Mu
questioned Dr. Peterson after his
lecture which was presented at
the fall installation dinner of the
Vocational Social Science Honor

tfaan an end.
It is a queer question to ask
whether Robinson’s formulation
is consistent with the institution
al paraphernalia or the historical
image, or even the current image
of Christianity. For if love in
freedom is not compatible with
these images and institutions, we
surely are not going to reject
love and freedom and connect up
to empty shells. But as a matter
of history, Robinson’s position
has always held competative im
port with the more legalistic
forms. Origen and St. Augustine
may be counted on his side, for
example.
It should be understood that
no one objects to the use of ex
perience, poetic or dramatic vi
sion, biographies of Saints as
personal embodiments of Chris
tian virtue, or the use of in
tellectual guides and principles
as instrumental to fostering
Christianity. Nor can we suppose
love to be undisciplined. In this
doctrine there are no excuses.
One cannot even blame undeve
loped intellectual powers, or com
pulsive emotions, for love is ex
clusively neither intellectual nor
emotional but involves the per
son. There is an equality of
powers of decision among Chris
tians. All the more frightening.
There can be no qualified ac
ceptance of Christianity. Love is
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Discounts to
Rosary Hill
Students on
Fridays and
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Western New York’s largest social group — over
300 people attend each of our functions
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DR. HAROLD PETERSON
omics, Sociology and History and
Government concentrations.
They will meet for discussions
of topics relevant to the Social
Sciences. This year’s officers are:
president, Mary Clare Ansteth;
vice president, Elaine M. Lepeirs;
and secretary-treasurer, Mary Jo
Carey. A presentation of a spe
cial award in honor of the publi
cation of his first book, “The
Evolution of Money” was made
to Dr. Rupert Ederer, Chairman
of the Department of Economics
and the moderator of Pi Gamma
Mu.

Mr. Kerr's Views

HOLIDAY COMING UP
«870 MAIN ST. AT TRANSIT

Society which was held last Wed
nesday evening at the Hotel
Lenox. The Society is composed
of honor students from the Econ-

Stag
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Music

T E L L YOUR FR IEN D S
Meet the Students from State, Rosary Hill and Canisius Colleges

(ContM from P. 3)

to be accepted as an end, not be
cause of its spiritual purchasing
power. It is an ultimate concern.
It is not to be used as a means
for any other end. One just be
lieves in it.
Nor is it to the point to try
to comprise the two views. For
if I perform X because of love,
it makes no sense to ask the
superfluous question, “does it
conform with a law, if I am en
gaged by the program of love
in the beginning. But if I must
ask first, “ Is X in accordance
with a prearranged system of
rules, supposedly deciding a
priori what I am to do, the ques
tion “Is X in accordance with
love?” is superfluous. The only
other alternative is that there
be a set of rules which we can
know beforehand that will in
dubitably tell us what to do that
will be in accordance with love.
But because every personality
and situation has some individual
characteristic, and because no le
galistic formulations can so com
pletely and miraculously predict,
if we are interested in going
after love, then we must choose
the right program. Once again,
that there are useful guides,
principles, illustrations, parables,
etc. that provide visionary and
persuasive force, is clear, but it
is impossible that any of these
substitute for deciding.
If the right thing to do in a
situation can be decided before
hand, if all moral conflicts and
decisions are sufficiently alike
that a system of rules can serve,
the interesting conclusion fol
lows that there is no need for
anything but the virtue of wis
dom. In this case the most moral
man would be the wisest casuist,
full of the doctrines of prear
ranged solutions.
But there would be no faith,
for there could be no creative
possibilities no hope, for all
would be fixed and decided, and
only automated charity. Just the
mechanism would remain; a re
ligiousness scientific utopia. In
stead of a program of possibili
ties (and what can one have
faith in except a possibility?) we
project a set of final prdpositions
that solve everything. This is
determinism, but not Christianity.

